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CIES:
.38 Belgian minors left in
2016

But:
Is it beneficial for the
players?
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INTRODUCTION

Research question:

Impact of a foreign youth transfer on:
Sporting performance;

Player financials;
Pl

Special focus: English Premier League. ﬁ

Premier
League

-__A




. Universiteit
St Antwerpen

Literature Methodology Results and Conclusion and
review and Data Discussion Future research

Introduction




P U" Eﬂ”ﬁéiﬁi N
LITERATURE REVIEW

Reasons for exodus of young talent:
 Success of Belgian National Team;

 Cost of acquiring youngsters is low.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Potential drawbacks:

e |Intense competition:

Limited first team opportunities in EPL;

Essential for youth development;

 Ties fall away:

Language barriers;

Family and friends far away.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Attraction for players?

Short-term financial perks:

- Sign-on bonus;

- Job for parents.
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METHODOLOGY AND DATA
Panel data: regression techniques

« Compare players:
- Who stayed and left during youth;

Before and after move;

e Control for other unobservable effects.
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METHODOLOGY AND DATA

Dependent variables:

e Sporting performance: SciSkill index;

 Financial: Market value (correlated with wage);

Independent variables:
 Playing minutes, team strength, age, loan, caps;

 Country of last academy.
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METHODOLOGY AND DATA
83 players (age 15-23) from 2005 to 2018
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION SCISPSRTS

Performance (SciSkilD)
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Market Value (M euro)
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Different models tested:

 Negative impact of moving to England;

« Minors moving to England:

Perform worse in the start of their career;

Earn lower wages.

« Effect not significant for other countries.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Different models tested:

« Positive impact on player development of:

First team minutes;

Galning experience In a strong team;

« National team exposure increases a player’s

market value.
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CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE RESEARCH
Conclusion:
Youth players who stay in Belgium have higher

chances for a better career, compared to:

- Youth players in England who risk ending up

significantly worse;

But: no significant difference for other

countries.
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CONCLUSION AND FUTURE RESEARCH
Future research:

- Test effect of other variables (e.g. injuries);

- Test more model specifications (e.g.

dynamic models);

- Check robustness of results for players

from other countries.
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Thank you for your attention.
Questions?

Contact:

Laurenz Van Looveren laurenz@stirrassociates.com
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