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The Norwegian Model
The model has three components:

1. A complete representation in a national 

database of structured, verifiable and 

validated bibliographical records of the peer-

reviewed scholarly literature in all areas of 

research;

2. A publication indicator with a system of 

weights that makes field-specific publishing 

traditions comparable across fields in the 

measurement of “Publication points” at the level 

of institutions;

3. A performance-based funding model which 

reallocates a small proportion of the annual 

direct institutional funding according the 

institutions’ shares in the total of Publication 

points.
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Try to answer three questions

1. How to define and delimit scholarly publications?

2. How to identify scientific publication channels in our 

National register for Scientific Journals, Series and 

Publishers?

3. How we identified and select smaller number of channels 

at a top level (level 2)?
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How to define and delimit 

scholarly publications?



www.uhr.no

Academic publication – a definition

An academic publication is defined according to four criteria, which 

must all be satisfied. The publication must:

1. present new insight

2. be presented in a form that allows the research findings to be 

verified and/or used in new research

3. be written in a language and have a distribution that make the 

publication accessible to the majority of interested researchers

4. appear in an authorized publication channel (journal, series, 

book publishers, website) that has procedures for external peer 

review
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Responsibility of 
the individual 
institution

Guaranteed by 
the national 
register
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The main criteria when institutions report scientific 

publications
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Responsibility of the 
individual institution The publication’s content and design are scientific

Academic leaders 
must be consulted in 
cases of doubt
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How to identify scientific 

publication channels in our 

National register for Scientific 

Journals, Series and Publishers?
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Guaranteed by the national 

register

1. be written in a language 

and have a distribution 

that make the publication 

accessible to the majority 

of interested researchers

2. appear in an authorized 

publication channel 

(journal, series, book 

publishers, website) that 

has procedures for 

external peer review
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Criteria for inclusion 

To be included in the Norwegian Register for Scientific Journals, Series and Publishers, 

publication channels must meet the following minimum requirements:

• Established procedures for external peer review. The concept of external peer review 

refers to various forms of editorial procedures that differ between academic fields and 

publication channels, and which indicate that the manuscript has been evaluated by one or 

more independent experts on the subject matter

• An academic editorial board (or an equivalent) primarily consisting of researchers from 

universities, research institutes etc.

• International or national authorship

Authorship of a publication channel is defined in accordance with the following operational criteria:

– Authorship is international when less than two-thirds of the authors published in the publication channel are from the same country

– Authorship is national when more than two-thirds of the authors published in the publication channel are from the same country

– Authorship is local when more than two-thirds of the authors published in the publication channel are from the same institution
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How we identified and select 

smaller number of channels at a 

top level (level 2)?
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Level 2

Level 2 will, as a rule, be limited to publication channels (academic 

journals, series, yearbooks, websites and book publishers) that:

• are perceived as leading publication channels in a wide variety of 

academic contexts and publish the most outstanding works by 

researchers from different countries

• publish about 20 per cent of academic publications
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Level 2

Leading publication channels

The first point implies that publication on level 2 should be a target for the overall publication 

patterns of an academic field (at the national level, not the individual). 

20 %

The total of 20 per cent on level 2 is calculated as the proportion of internationally published 

articles in the academic fields where international statistics for journals (NPI use Scopus) are 

available and reasonably accurate. 

In academic fields where Scopus does not offer relevant statistics, discretionary judgements are 

made based on comparing statistics from the Norwegian research institutions with international 

statistics, while taking into account the fields' book publications. 
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Data supporting the panels work
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