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Introduction: VABB

Verleysen, F. T., Ghesquière, P., & Engels, T. C. E. (2014). The objectives, design and selection 
process of the Flemish Academic Bibliographic Database for the Social Sciences and Humanities 
(VABB-SHW). In W. Blockmans et al. (Eds.), Bibliometrics. Use and Abuse in the Review of 
Research Performance (pp. 117–127). London: Portland Press. 
http://www.portlandpress.com/pp/books/online/wg87/087/0117/0870117.pdf

2



You are here
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VABB

Database of peer-reviewed publications from social sciences
and humanities (SSH)

 Either indexed in Web of Science,

 Or selected by the Authoritative Panel

Period:

 2000—2016

Publication types:

 articles, monographs, edited books, book chapters, 
proceedings

https://www.ecoom.be/en/vabb
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Players in yearly VABB update

5 universities:

references of 
publications

ECOOM:

list journals
and publishers

Panel:
selection
journals/

publishers

ECOOM: 

VABB

Ministry: 

Funding
distribution

Universities:

Funding
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Uses of the database

Parameter in performance-based research funding system

 Main reason for existence

Services to government

 bibliometric screening of panel members for Research 
Foundation Flanders

Monitoring and reporting

 www.vlaamsindicatorenboek.be

Research

 Publication patterns, international comparison, 
impact, cognitive distance…
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http://www.vlaamsindicatorenboek.be/


Initiatives to enrich the database
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Classification: organizational vs. cognitive

Economics & business
Literature



Cognitive classification

= classification based on 
journal/book content

Only for peer-reviewed
publications so far

Used for research and
services, NOT for funding

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192
-018-2775-x
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https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-018-2775-x


Cognitive classification

Data source Used for Classification scheme(s) N

Web of Science 6,474 journals Web of Science Subject 
Categories

37,376

Scopus 7,208 journals All Science Journal 
Classification (ASJC)

46,785

Norwegian 
Register for 
Scientific Journals

4,030 journals NPI scientific fields 41,570

ISSN.org 945 journals - Dewey Decimal 
Classification (DDC)
- Universal Decimal 
Classification (UDC)

2,123

OCLC Classify 7,935 books and 
proceedings

- Dewey Decimal 
Classification (DDC)
- Library of Congress 
Classification (LCC)

14,149

13



DOIs

Given DOI, we can obtain rich metadata:
• Add missing fields
• Include new information: e.g. citations, OA availability…
• Check our own metadata for errors

Where to retrieve a publication’s DOI?
• DOI is delivered as part of metadata
• CrossRef API https://github.com/CrossRef/rest-api-doc

Process:
• Scraping CrossRef (via DOI)
• Matching (meta)data with VABB
• Store enriched (meta)data in collaborative tool via identifier
The same process will be repeated for matching via title field (partial 
string matching)
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https://github.com/CrossRef/rest-api-doc


Example
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Example
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Example
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Example: data correction
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Authors

Gender:

 < Ongoing research project coordinated by Emanuel 
Kulczycki and Vincent Larivière

 Automation?

 gender-guesser

 https://genderize.io/
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https://genderize.io/


To conclude

Flemish VABB: designed and built in context of funding
system

Other uses (esp. research) lead to enrichment and
improvement of the database

Importance of unique identifiers for connecting to other
systems

• Internal

• External: ISSN, ISBN, DOI, ORCID (future)
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