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Dry Eye Disease (DED)
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 Affecting 5 to 35% of the world adult’s population

 More common in an older population and women

 Higher prevalence expected in the younger population 
due to:

• Frequent computer/tablet screen usage
• Environmental factors
• Wearing of contact lenses

 Increasing health-care problem 
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7 beneficiaries (coordinator: UAntwerp)
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Accelerate new therapy and biomarker development 
in the field of DED
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therapies for 

patients 
suffering from 

DED

Multidisciplinary
trained entrepreneurial 

researchers
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Task 1.1: synthesis & isolation of new lead compounds

Task 1.2: in vitro evaluation

Objective: Potential lead compounds will be synthesized, isolated and
evaluated in vitro and the most promising ones will be selected for the
in vivo proof of concept study in WP2.

WP1 Drug Discovery

WP leader: Participants:

ESRs

Alba ESR1 Camilla ESR2 Agnese ESR3 Nikos ESR4 Maha ESR5
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Task 2.1: upscaling strategies

Task 2.2: formulation and PK studies

Objective: Compounds that have passed the selection criteria of WP1
will be upscaled and further evaluated in formulation and
pharmacokinetics (PK) studies and in vivo proof of concept studies.

WP2 Preclinical drug development

Task 2.3: in vivo proof of concept

WP leader: Participants:

ESRs:

Agnese ESR3 Nikos ESR4 Davide ESR5 Luna ESR6 Anusha ESR7 Bao ESR10
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Task 3.1: biomarker research and imaging strategies in animal models

Task 3.2: biomarker research and imaging strategies for patient
stratification

Objective: Develop new optical and molecular biomarkers for pre-
clinical and clinical evaluation in DED.
Translation of basic research into patient applications (‘bench-to-
bedside’ principle)

WP3 Development of clinical diagnostic tools

WP leader: Participants:

ESRs:

Yiannis ESR8 Adrián ESR9 Asif ESR11
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Twitter @IT_DED3_Project 

LinkedIn @IT-DED³ Project

Facebook @itded3

Instagram @itded3

YouTube (under construction)

 Responsibility of the ESRs

 Based on #ACTIONS 
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#Projectoverview
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#Greetingsfrom
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#OneDayWith
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#TheDayOf



IT-DED3 

Thank you for your attention!
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