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INIST 
Institute for Scientific and Technical Information 

A CNRS institute serving RESEARCH 

1 

www.inist.fr 
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Where is INIST-CNRS located? 
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Near Nancy and its Place Stanislas 
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CNRS 
The  French National Centre for Scientific Research 

www.cnrs.fr 

 
A public research organization under the 
responsibility of the French Ministry of higher 
education and research 

 

The biggest research organization in France 

 
Mission : Produce knowledge and make it 
available to society 

 
A multidisciplinary institution; it covers all 
scientific disciplines 
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 CNRS 2014 facts and figures 
 

 President: Alain Fuchs 
 

 Organized in 10 institutes 
 

 A directorate dedicated for scientific and 
technical information (DIST) 
 

 24,900 permanent employees 
 11,200 researchers  
 13,700 engineers and support staff 

 
 Budget  
 3.272 billion Euros 
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INIST Overview 

Created in 1988 
Building designed by Jean Nouvel 
 Staff in 2015: 210 
Director: Raymond Bérard 
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INIST Mission and activities  
 

Cooperation with other STI actors in HER 

 Portals 
 Document delivery 
 Terminology, ontologies 
 Research data 
 Acquisitions and negociations 
 Metrics 
 Translation 
 Training 
 

Increasing the visibility 

of the French scientific 

production 

internationally and 

providing access to 

international scientific 

literature to French 

researchers 
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Within a national framework 

 CNRS: A better sharing of knowledge: an open policy for 

Scientific and Technical Information of the future 

     http://www.cnrs.fr/dist/z-outils/documents/STRATEGY.pdf 

 

 INIST: runs or co-runs 14 national action plans  

   

From To 

Massive  information 
production 

User-driven services 

http://www.cnrs.fr/dist/z-outils/documents/STRATEGY.pdf
http://www.cnrs.fr/dist/z-outils/documents/STRATEGY.pdf
http://www.cnrs.fr/dist/z-outils/documents/STRATEGY.pdf
http://www.cnrs.fr/dist/z-outils/documents/STRATEGY.pdf
http://www.cnrs.fr/dist/z-outils/documents/STRATEGY.pdf
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What about our library? 
 

 Our collection: science, technology, 
medicine, social sciences, humanities 

 One of the biggest collections in Europe 
 22 kilometers of shelves 
 26,000 print journals and 6,000 

electronic journals 
 60,000  scientific reports 
 62,000 conf. proceedings 
 110,000 dissertations 
 10,000 monographs 
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Users 
 



Antwerp  -  April 23rd 2015 B. Clement - Journée des utilisateurs d'Impala 11 

What we do for them 

 Dedicated portals (national licensing 
programs) 
 

 ISTEX (national digital archive) 
 

 CollEx (national aggregation and 
preservation of scientific heritage print 
collections)  
 

 Docdel from our print holdings and 
other resources (“long tail” ) as an 
added-value service 
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RefDoc 

web-based  article-level catalogue and ordering platform  launched 

in 2010 
 

 53 million records of articles from 1823 to present 

 178,000 journal titles 

 An automated process 

 Users can track their requests 

 Postal dispatch only from print collection 

 Link to national electronic subscriptions 

 Link to Open access materials 
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Current services 

 CNRS users: totally free (even © paid by INIST for user) 
 

 HER users: special fee 
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Our legal background 

 Based on new agreement with French 
copyright clearance center (CFC) 
 

 Print only  
 

 List of 28,000 publication titles for HER 
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A combination of factors 

 Our case in global trends in docdel 
demand 
 

 New national background for HER 
 

 Legal issue : our Black Friday! 
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Our case in global trends in docdel 
demand 
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New national background for HER 

– section 8 
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Legal issue: our Black Friday! 
A devastating court decision 

 Suit for copyright infringement won by an author 
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Dec 13, 2013: RefDoc suspended! 

 Court ruling: No implicit authorization for online 
distribution of works, even if distributor 
automatically pays copyright fees. Distribution 
only possible based on explicit authorization. 
 

 Interpretation of the French intellectual 
property legislation by the courts 
 

 Now, fee based distribution is based on a list of 
journals (around 28000) whose authors 
explicitly give authorization for the distribution 
of their works (new contract between CNRS and 
the French copyright clearance center - CFC) 
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Impact & new challenges 

 Staff:  journal weeding, training (new 
formats, Refdoc back office cleaning), be 
prepared for curation, immersion plan 

 Goal of stablilizing orders and maintaining 
quality 

 What about back up libraries?  



Antwerp  -  April 23rd 2015 B. Clement - Journée des utilisateurs d'Impala 21 

What’s next in 2015?... and beyond? 

 Legal harmonization of practices in HE libraries 
 

 Extend Open RefDoc 
 

 Document delivery from digital collections 
 

 Broaden service to international publicly-funded 
institutions (contact-utilisateur@inist.fr) 
 

 rethinkingresourcesharing.org 
 

 Free provision on reciprocity? 

mailto:contact-utilisateur@inist.fr
mailto:contact-utilisateur@inist.fr
mailto:contact-utilisateur@inist.fr
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Thank you! 
Brigitte.clement@inist.fr 
 
 

mailto:Brigitte.clement@inist.fr

