
19 May 2016    

     

Burundi Civil society groups 

HE President William Benjamin Mkapa 

Facilitator of the Burundi Dialogue 

Dar es salaam, Tanzania 

 

Your Excellency,  

The Civil society groups including  the Citizen Movement Halte au troisième Mandat (Stop to 

the third term), the   Women and Girls Movement for Peace and Security, the Youth 

movement, Journalists association, the Coalition of  Lawyers for the victims of crimes of  

international law welcome the resumption of the inter Burundian dialogue as scheduled in 

Arusha from 21  to 24 May 2016. They strongly believe in peaceful settlement of the Burundi 

conflict which stems from the violation of the Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement 

that put an end to  a devastating conflict that had left Burundi in total helplessness and despair 

and guaranteed stability for more than a decade. 

The Civil society organizations, the youth and the private media have played a very important 

role in the defense of democracy, rule of law and good governance in Burundi.   In 2013 they 

opposed the attempt to amend the constitution in order to repeal core provisions regarding 

power- sharing and coalition- building as    per the Arusha Peace and Reconciliation 

Agreement.  

As you may recall, in April 2015, the then incumbent President Pierre Nkurunziza officially 

announced that he would run for the 3rd term contrary to the Constitution and the Arusha 

Peace and Reconciliation Agreement. This regrettable decision triggered peaceful 

demonstrations organized by civil society and youth groups to express their strong opposition 

to such an illegal move, with the support of many Burundian citizens. Unfortunately, the 

demonstrators faced a brutal police crackdown   that   resulted in thousands of deaths, serious 

physical injuries and other mass atrocities while hundreds of thousands fled the country. 

Since the civil society and youth groups as well as media have been playing a key role in the 

ongoing situation in Burundi as far back as 2013 and considering the fact that they are now 

among the most targeted victims, their participation to the dialogue would contribute to the 

effective settlement of the crisis.  

It is worth noting that these groups have been consistently advocating for a political and 

peaceful resolution through dialogue as the only way to achieve lasting peace in Burundi. This 

cannot happen unless all stakeholders participate in the dialogue. Indeed, the settlement of any 

conflict requires full and equal involvement of all the concerned parties. Furthermore, the 

dialogue cannot be left to the politicians alone because they have proved in the past their 

inability to give priority to the general interests, needs and concerns of the people. 



In view of the above, the civil society and youth groups as well as the media are confident that 

Your Excellency will give due attention to their claim as important actors who cannot be left 

aside if a lasting solution to the Burundi crisis must be found.  

In addition, the civil society and youth groups as well as the media strongly believe that the 

following issues should be considered as prerequisites to create an enabling environment for 

the smooth and successful conduct of the dialogue:  

1. Immediate cessation of violence and human rights abuses against those suspected to 

oppose the 3rd term of Pierre Nkurunziza  

2. Release of all political prisoners that were jailed from April 2015  

3. Cancellation of all arrest warrants against opposition and civil society leaders and 

journalists 

4. Reopening of independent  medias  

5. Holding an inclusive and transparent dialogue process 

6. All the process have to be conducted in line with the Arusha peace agreement 

Your Excellency, we are confident that under your able stewardship as the Facilitator of the 

Interburundian dialogue, you will take into account civil society groups considerations in order 

to insure ensure inclusivity, transparency, trust and credibility of the process. The contrary 

will lead to its  failure and will be a tremendous loss of resources. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

   

 

Signed 

 

1. Le Mouvement Halte au Troisième Mandat( HTM) 

2.Le Mouvement des Femmes et Filles pour la Paix et la Sécurité( MFFPS) 

3.Le Réseau des associations des  jeunes du Burundi(RAJB) 

3.Le Collectif des Avocats pour la défense des victimes de crimes de droit international 
commis au Burundi 

4.Le Mouvement HANGAMA 

 

 


