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Burundi Civil society organizations denounce the statements of the inter Burundi 

Dialogue Facilitator Benjamin Mkapa 

 

Facilitator W.B. Mkapa disqualifies himself. He denies the evidence of the crisis and 

takes side with the government of Pierre Nkurunziza. He is no longer trustworthy. 

 

1. The undersigned Burundian civil society organizations are deeply shocked by the 

statements of the HE Former President W.MKAPA, Facilitator in the Inter-Burundian 

Dialogue, following a visit to Burundi concluded on 9 December 2016.  

 

2. In his statement, Mr. WB Mkapa, now acting as the emissary of the Burundian regime, 

used all possible arguments to legitimize the de facto power of Bujumbura, speaking of 

the "fundamental right" to carry out as it sees fit the amendment of the constitution and 

the organization of internal dialogue.  

 

3. For him, the debate on the legitimacy of President Pierre Nkurunziza 3rd term that 

triggered the Burundi crisis since April 2015 is out-dated. Those who raise it are "crazy", 

the real issue being to prepare properly for the elections to be held in 2020.  

 

4. This surprising statement intervenes despite the fact that civil society organizations had 

addressed a correspondence to the Facilitator on 22 November 2016 alerting him on the 

possible amendment of the Constitution by the regime Nkurunziza whose legality and 

compliance with the Constitution and the Arusha Agreement are exactly at the heart of 

the conflict that has already claimed the lives of more than a thousand victims. Yet, the 

former President of Tanzania currently appointed as the Facilitator of the Interburundian 

dialogue is one of the sponsors of the historic peace accord  that put an end to a deadly 

civil war that  Burundi had experienced for  a decade.   

 

5. By so doing, the facilitator ignores all the killings, crimes, tortures, forced 

disappearances, arrests and arbitrary detentions in unknown locations, rape, hate 

speeches calling for genocide and all other serious and massive human rights violations 

daily committed in Burundi, before and after the elections. He ignores and despises the 

pain and suffering of the victims and those who have lost their relatives, friends and 

colleagues or those who are still waiting to know whether they are or are no more alive. 

 

6. Moreover, the facilitator disregards completely the report of the Independent 

Investigation Commission of the United Nations Human Rights Committe on Burundi 

(EINUB) displaying the existence of political and security tensions and revealing 

"abundant evidence of serious violations of human rights" by the Government and allies; 

possible "crimes against humanity" and a "great danger of genocide".  

 

7. During his tenure, the facilitator did not succeed to distinguish or clarify the issues at 

hand in the Burundi crisis and to ensure agreement of the parties on those issues. He 

rather chose to follows the steps of the regime Pierre Nkurunziza to describe as 

“putschists” or criminals all those who opposed the denial of peace and the rule of law 

in Burundi. According to him, even those countries that granted asylum to people who 

have fled the brutal repression, being under arrest warrants, should extradite them. Such 
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a statement shows with no doubt that his country, Tanzania, will not guarantee the 

security of those who are under arbitrary warrants from the Bujumbura regime while 

these are among the main actors who should participate to the negotiations on the 

Burundi crisis.  

 

8. That position contradicts in all respects the principle of mediation which requires that 

the process of dialogue or negotiation in a conflict resolution be as inclusive as possible 

and facilitated by an independent, impartial and credible personality. The views 

defended by WB Mkapa put an end to a long period of stagnation and hesitation of the 

facilitation, trying to bring together the positions of Pierre Nkurunziza refusing any form 

of all inclusive dialogue and the demands of many Burundians and the international 

community seeking a peaceful solution to the Burundian crisis.  

 

9. In addition, the position of the Facilitator Mkapa encourages the parties to the conflict 

to use violence as a mode of political engagement, which puts into question the 

recommendations of the United Nations and other International Community actors to 

find a lasting solution through a genuine inclusive dialogue.  

 

10.  Furthermore, the facilitator comforted the Nkurunziza regime that decided to stop all 

cooperation with the international human rights protection mechanisms,  such as the 

Human Rights Council, that adopted a resolution on 30 September 2016, to establish 

for a one year term, a commission of inquiry to conduct a thorough investigation on the 

violations of human rights committed in Burundi since April 2015.  

 

11. In light of all of the foregoing, Burundian civil society organizations consider that 

in actual fact H.E. Benjamin MKAPA resigned from his mission as Facilitator in 

the Burundi dialogue considering his bias and inability to effectively and fairly conduct 

the process according to the universal rules.  

 

12. The Civil society organizations strongly  condemn   this legitimization of the Bujumbura 

regime, while so many reports established that crimes against humanity are being 

committed by its institutions and that there is a serious risk of genocide, if nothing is 

done to stop it. They reaffirm their commitment to the peaceful resolution of the crisis 

and thank the international community for the efforts made so far in this direction.  

 

13. The undersigned organizations call upon the United Nations to take its responsibilities, 

note the failure of the process initiated by the East African Community and take the 

necessary measures to prevent the disaster which many objective observers have been 

unceasingly announcing in Burundi. 

 

 

 

     Done in Bujumbura, December 9, 2016 

 

The signatories  organizations  
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1.ACAT 

2.APRODH 

3.CAVIB 

4.CB-CPI 

5.FOCODE 

6.FORSC 

7.GRADIS 

8.HTM 

9.Ligue Iteka 

10.MFFPS 

11.RCP 

12.UBJ 

 

 


