
Mouvement Citoyen Halte au troisième mandat(HTM) 

  

Citizen Movement statement regarding  the consultations undertaken by the Facilitator, 

HE William Benjamin Mkapa 

"The citizen movement as the leader of the struggle for r the respect of constitutional legality must 

participate in the effective settlement of the Burundi  conflict" 

 

Burundian Civil society Organizations members of the Citizen Movement Stop the Third 

Term (HTM) of Pierre Nkurunziza welcomed the resumption of the inter-burundian 

dialogue  held in Arusha from 21 to 24 May  under the facilitation of former Tanzanian 

President William Benjamin Mkapa . However, the same organizations regret that they were 

neither  consulted or invited  by the Facilitator of the dialogue to the reopening of the 

dialogue. 

Yet these organizations represent a broad Citizen Movement of over 300 organizations that 

are the genuine voice of popular protest and, as such, a key stakeholder in the Inter-

Burundian dialogue. 

However, the movement welcomes the initiative of the Facilitator to continue consultations 

with other groups that have not been invited or participated in the consultations from 21 to 

24 May 2016. 

 

Therefore, the Citizen Movement HTM wishes to state the following: 

 

1. Citizen Movement recalls that on 26 April 2015 the people of Burundi overwhelmingly 

responded to its call for peaceful protest against the third candidacy of President Pierre 

Nkurunziza. This movement enjoys people’s trust and is the voice of those who struggle for 

the respect of constitutional legality and is ready to defend, in a genuine  inter-burundian 

dialogue, the Arusha Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation in Burundi, ideal for which 

many demonstrators were sacrificed  as they lost their lives due to protest crackdown   of the 

Nkurunziza regime; 

 

2. Member organizations of the Citizen Movement HTM continue the monitoring of gross 

human rights violations of peaceful citizens in general including but not limited to murders, 

extrajudicial killings, forced disappearances, torture, arbitrary detention ...mainly  targeting 

citizens that oppose the third term of Mr. Nkurunziza since April 2015. During the dialogue, 

the Citizen Movement HTM intends to explain  better than anyone else the deteriorating 

human rights and humanitarian situation  and defend the principles of the rule -of -law and 

the eradication of impunity for crimes; 

 

3. The Citizen Movement  also  has a serious dispute to settle with  the self-proclaimed 

regime of Mr. Pierre Nkurunziza and which has to be discussed directly: 

- Members of the Citizen Movement organizations were illegally suspended by the 

government led by Pierre Nkurunziza, 

- Bank accounts of member organizations of the Citizen Movement and some leaders of the 

Movement have been wrongfully frozen  by the Prosecutor General of the Republic, 



- Citizen Movement Leaders have narrowly escaped attempts to extrajudicial execution and 

are hunted by the regime of Nkurunziza regime wherever they are, 

- The Citizen Movement leaders are unfairly subject of international arrest warrants issued 

by the Nkurunziza regime, 

- Three leaders of the Movement are prosecuted by the Attorney General of the Republic  

who simply became a dedicated supporter of  Pierre Nkurunziza, Mr. Valentin Bagorukuna 

as they are  presented and prosecuted as intellectual authors of what the regime portrays as 

the "insurrectional  movement of 26 April 2015"; 

4. Citizen Movement must finally discuss issues directly pertaining to  the future of the 

country,  the freedom and security of its member organizations and their leaders; 

5. For all these reasons, the Citizen Movement HTM request to President Benjamin Mkapa, 

Facilitator of Inter-Burundian Dialogue to uphold the principle of  inclusiveness of the 

dialogue and to invite to the dialogue: 

- Members of the Coordination Committee of the Citizen Movement HTM 

- Representatives of civil society organizations that the regime  suspended just because they 

took the leadership in calling Burundian for the struggle for the constitutional legality 

through mass protests, 

6. By virtue of the underlying  conflict of interest arising from the involvement of the 

Secretary General of the East African Community East in the process; in as much as  he was 

appointed  by one party to the conflict as  Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary by 

the government led by Pierre Nkurunziza, the HTM movement requires his recusal for the 

rest of the process. 

7. Given the existence of a case regarding the illegality of the  third term of Pierre 

Nkurunziza filed  with the East African Court of Justice in July 2015 (Ref 2 of 2015, EACSOF 

Vs Attorney General of Burundi & the Secretary General) which involves directly the 

Secretary General of the community; and the inability for the Summit of Heads of States to 

resolve in time the Burundian issue despite the conclusion of the Ministers of Justice and 

Constitutional Affairs of 15 May 2015 which has clearly  found M. Pierre Nkurunziza 

ineligible for a third term, the HTM Movement: 

- Requires the recusal of Mr. Libérat Mfumukeko for the rest of the process 

-Requires replacement  of the EAC Secretariat team of which  Dr. Anthony Kafumbe is a 

member  because he defends the above-mentioned case on behalf of the Secretary General of 

the EAC 

-Requires an international co-facilitation made of the facilitator appointed by the EAC, who 

have to be  supported by the facilitators appointed by the AU and the United Nations and be 

assisted by a team of experts from the same organizations 

  

Done at Bujumbura on 29 May 2016 

On behalf of the  Citizen Movement HTM 

Vital Nshimirimana 

 
President of FORSC  


