Opening Lecture Special 10th Anniversary Conference – Welcome Words by Rector A. Verschoren

Good evening ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the University of Antwerp. 

Welcome also to Her Excellence Mrs Tamar Samash, the Israeli Ambassador.

Although it certainly is not the first time I am addressing you at an evening organized by the Institute of Jewish Studies, tonight I do however have the particular honor to welcome you to the opening of its Special 10th Anniversary Conference ‘Tradition and Modernity in Jewish Culture and History’ - an event that no doubt will succeed in reflecting the extraordinary ambition and success displayed by the Institute over the last decade. 

As a member of its executive board, I have witnessed with ever-growing amazement the spectacular growth of this academic research and teaching Institute, the place it has acquired within our university and our city, its impressive internationalization, as well as its many institutional cooperations with domestic and foreign partners. The Institute’s relatively young age, therefore, stands in stark contrast to the enormous amount of publications, lectures, courses, and conferences it has produced and organized during this period. It is an achievement for which I, rector of the University of Antwerp, can only express my profound pride and admiration. On behalf of the university as a whole I would therefore like to take this opportunity to thank the director of the Institute, prof. Vivian Liska, and the current and previous staff members of the Institute for their unbridled commitment to make this Institute such a success. 

The title of this conference, “Tradition and Modernity,” reflects the deepest values of our entire institution. As you may know, this university was only founded in 2003 after the merger of three different university institutions, though its roots go back to the early nineteenth century. The University of Antwerp is, at the same time a highly modernized Institution where research is conducted at the cutting edge of academic practice. With its scientific output, its academic education and its scientific and social services, the Universiteit Antwerpen plays a significant role in the realization of an open, democratic and multicultural society. Starting from a solid tradition, it continuously aims for an innovative and multidisciplinary approach. Its profile as an actively pluralistic university that encourages a real dialogue in mutual respect for the most diverse views, where discourse and ethical reflection are actively and institutionally given shape, forms an ideal environment for the prospering development of high-quality education and scientific research. It is in this sense that the Institute of Jewish Studies is a paradigmatic embodiment of the values and aspirations of our university.
The full title and program of this event – “Tradition and Modernity in Jewish Culture and History” - itself once more reflects the intellectual importance of the Institute as a forum for reflection and study - conducted with the most modern and up to date means and methodologies - of an ancient culture, its intellectual, scientific and artistic achievements and its rich and tormented history, which are an intrinsic part and pillar of our city and the European civilization as a whole. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the speakers that have been invited for this celebratory event can all be considered world-leading authorities in their respective fields. I am honored to welcome them to our city and university, and it is my particular pleasure to wish everyone here present a truly inspiring and enriching meeting at the very highest academic level. 

