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Dear readers

At the end of April 2013, in the midst of registering 
students and selecting scholarships for academic 
year 2013-2014, we were notified that all VlIR-uoS 
scholarships allocated to our institute would be cancelled 
as part of a series of budget cuts decided upon by the 
Belgian federal government. until last year, more than 
70% of our students benefited from these scholarships. 
In other words, what was simply a budget cut for the 
government would force our institute to close down 
at least one or two of our Master programmes for lack 
of students.  eventually, and luckily for all of us, the 
government’s initial decision to cut the scholarships was 
withdrawn, so that, by mid-July, we were able to invite our 
scholarship students to come and study in Antwerp after all. 

All this, however, did force us to invest much more effort 
than we had initially planned in recruiting students from 
alternative channels. As a result, we now have more than 
70 students at IoB, the majority of whom are here without 
a scholarship. We have a more balanced mix of students, 
from a variety of countries ranging from the least 
developed to the most developed. this group of students 
is not only the most diverse ever: we also feel that they 
show where we want to go with IoB in the future. We will 
have to work with such a group, and perhaps rethink our 
methods to make this possible, because the world itself 
has changed. 

Indeed, the ‘classical’ view of IoB as an institute located 
in “the West” but with its eyes and minds focused on 
“the Rest” is in need of revision. Several emerging  
economies and political powers will soon be developing 
their own answers to the problems of global development, 
and in this sense we will find ourselves in a new position, 
either in terms of the people we work with directly or in 
terms of the other actors working with them. We are living 
in an increasingly multi-actor world. 

of course, it is important to note that world inequality as a 
whole has not decreased. Global inequality remains huge, 
and we are still living in a world where three quarters of 
global economic inequality is a result of international 
rather than national factors. We must remember, too, 
that IoB has focused thus far on the least developed 
countries, precisely the group of countries that have 
performed worst over the last quarter of a century. this 
puts us in a strategic position to systematically focus on 
the mechanisms that produce inequality and poverty both 
locally and globally.

But this strategic position should work both ways. not only 
must justice be done; it must also be seen to be done. IoB’s 
knowledge network may prove valuable in exposing our 
own concepts of social justice and development – and the 
way in which we have organised ourselves and our societies 
– to the judgment of others. For this reason, having a 
diversity of development experiences around one table here 
in Antwerp is becoming one of our key strengths. 

Happy reading!

IntRo-
DuCtIon
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In early 2012, following an external audit conducted in 
2011 and a great deal of internal reflection, the Institute 
produced a research policy plan, “Development processes, 
Actors and policies: Research at IoB 2013-2017”, which 
was approved by the university in May 2012. At the 
beginning of 2013, the Institute started to implement its 
new research architecture. the thematic Groups (tGs) 
were abandoned and replaced by a single research group 
encompassing the entire academic staff. new research 
lines were defined, less rigidly than the former tGs, thus 
allowing for more flexibility and enhanced cooperation 
among researchers. they are platforms for exchange 
and for organising scientific events. Staff members are 
encouraged to participate in more than one research line.

During its first year of operation, this new structure 
has produced mixed results. on the one hand, it has 
diminished the compartmentalisation that characterised 
the tGs and has also led to more intense and spontaneous 
interaction among staff members. Staff members’ 
increased engagement with multiple research agendas 
shows in the activities deployed in the four research lines. 
on the other hand, as was to be expected, the research 
reform has decreased the sense of structure both in 
research agendas and in the guidance of junior staff. 
Finding the right balance between flexibility and structure 
will be one of the challenges for 2014.

Conditional Finance for Development (CFD)
this research line focuses on development cooperation 
issues, with a particular emphasis on aid-dependent 
low-income countries (lICs). CFD research concentrates 
on the question of how and to what extent national 
processes are influenced by international actors. It does 
not measure the impact of these actors and their funding 
on national development outcomes, but aims instead 
to study causalities on the input side of the aid chain 
(funding, collective action, conditions, policy changes). 
In 2013, CFD organised two large research seminars at 

which both in-house and external scholars presented 
their work. the seminar “Small reflections on Big Aid 
Questions” (April 2013) sketched the evolution of the aid 
architecture, zooming in on some of the most pressing 
unresolved problems: the use of political conditionalities, 
the definition and measurement of official Development 
Assistance and the broken feedback loop between 
evidence and policy making. this seminar had a somewhat 
festive mood since it was combined with the retirement 
celebrations of professor Robrecht Renard, the founding 
father of IoB’s aid research agenda. the second seminar 
focused on the (future) role of the eu in aid and the 
collective action problems within the eu that are currently 
hampering aid effectiveness (December 2013). CFD 
researchers also attended international conferences, 
where they presented their work and collaborated in the 
organisation of panels and workshops. In addition, the 
research line organised the first european Summer School 
on the politics and economics of Aid, in collaboration 
with the university of Birmingham, erasmus university 
Rotterdam, olomouc university, the university of 
Cantabria and the university of Florence. the Summer 
School was funded by erasmus, eADI and IoB.

ReSeARCH 
AnD  
SeRVICe 
DelIVeRy

IOB Research Day: Tom De Herdt & Stef Vandeginste

International Markets for the Poor (IMP)
this research line focuses on the extent to which 
globalising markets, production and financing chains 
and labour movements provide successful insertion 
opportunities to less developed countries and their more 
vulnerable income groups. In this context, IMp focuses on 
the efficiency and equity consequences for these countries 
and groups. As market formation and dynamics are multi-
level, multi-actor phenomena, the research line aims to 
address these global processes across the entire chain, 
from the global level right down to the local level. In 2013, 
IMp continued its more traditional research activities 
regarding the impact of trade liberalisation and regional 

Radio systems in villages affected by 
the LRA violence allow these places to 
communicate with the outside world
© Kristof Titeca
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integration on poverty, with research (usually linked 
to phD work) focusing on Argentina, Mexico, uruguay 
and other Mercosur members, as well as ethiopia. the 
research line also continued research efforts linked to 
the impact of the global financial crisis and transmission 
mechanisms down at the household level, particularly 
in South Africa. In addition, it looked at local currency 
bond market development as a preventive mechanism for 
improving resilience to external shocks. the research on 
transnational migration and remittances mainly involves 
conducting and analysing original large-scale population 
censuses in ecuador and the philippines, through 
international networks and interuniversity cooperation, 
and using an extended version of the community-based 
monitoring system (CBMS). this research is linked to the 
phD work of several research line members. the research 
line also managed to advance its research on global 
value chains, studying the impact of global value chains 
on coffee farmers in Rwanda, shrimp fishers in Benin, 
artisanal mining in the DR Congo and peru, and burley 
tobacco farming in Malawi. In June 2013, the research line 
hosted the four-day 11th Arnoldshain Conference, which 

gathered more than 60 international experts to discuss 
topics related to trade, regional integration, migration and 
development issues. 

Local Institutions for/in Development (LID)
this research line focuses on local actor-oriented analysis 
of the interactions between human agency and the 
evolving institutional environment (social structure, rules 
and ideas/culture), which enables and constrains people’s 
livelihood strategies – particularly among less privileged 
actors. In 2013, contributions to theory development were 
made and presented at the workshop “Bricolage & critical 
institutionalism” (london) and at the Annual Meeting 
of the Human Capability and Development Association 
(nicaragua).  natural resources research addressed 
gender and climate change (tanzania), voodoo and 
natural resource management (Benin), the environment-
development nexus surrounding a wildlife sanctuary 
(Cameroon) and environmental Services (contribution 
to a book by the BeeS association with the university 
of Antwerp Institute of environment and Sustainable 

Several of these studies also dealt with hybrid governance 
and state formation, e.g. cases of institutional bricolage  
and (informal) taxation in the DR Congo and South Sudan. 
A number of studies also linked up with research on 
mechanisms of political and administrative accountability, 
e.g. the interaction between foreign aid and local 
governance dynamics in the DR Congo. Accountability 
mechanisms and monitoring and evaluation (M&e) were 
central to studies at the district level in Ghana, sector M&e 
systems in uganda, the integration of gender in national 
action plans, and emerging donors and African regional 
integration. the research line continued to pay particular 
attention to contemporary history (histoire immédiate),  
with a focus on the African Great lakes region.

Humanitarian convoy in Congolese areas affected by the  
Lord’s Resistance Army. © Kristof Titeca

Alumnus Tekalign Gutu presented his research  
“The feasibility of Joint Fertilizer Procurement in Eastern 
and Southern Africa” at the IOB Research Day.

Development). A nicaragua-based FWo post-doc project 
about payments for environmental Services (peS) 
was also started and IoB participated in a successful 
application for a project financed by the ecosystem 
Service and poverty Alleviation programme.  Research 
about hybrid governance of public services dealt with 
theoretical discussions of hybridity and practical norms. 
IoB co-organised a workshop at lSe (london), and a book 
about practical norms is also being prepared.  empirical 
research focused on the provision of ‘public’ education 
and urban governance in DR Congo as well as cross-border 
trade, informal taxation and customs institutions in the 
DR Congo, uganda and South Sudan. the influence of 
Civil Society Monitoring and evaluation at the district 
level in Ghana was also examined, focusing on national 
Health Insurance and the use of local government funds. 
Meanwhile, migration research dealt with regional 
mobility dynamics and the organisation of trans-local 
family life. As regards value chains, extensive research 
was carried out on the gold chain and on issues related to 
gold mining in DR Congo.  
A related post-doc project is now being prepared.  
Dairy production in nicaragua was another topic.  
In microfinance, the results of the ‘Microfinance and 
the new left’ conference were transformed into several 
publications and a research programme on Green 
Microfinance was launched in alliance with the european 
Master in Microfinance and the nGo ADA (luxembourg). 
Research was also conducted on land grabbing in the  
DR Congo and ethiopia, and on the dynamics of access 
to land in South Kivu (DR Congo). With regard to 
service delivery in health and education, the research 
line looked at the relation between absenteeism and 
public expenditure in Madagascar as well as the relation 
between voodoo and preventive health care in Sub-
Saharan Africa. Finally, research on the micro-dynamics 
of conflict addressed the lord’s Resistance Army in the DR 
Congo and responses to the conflict.

State, Economy and Society (SES)
this research line devotes attention to state institutions 
and the formal and informal actors engaged in the ‘field 
of power’ surrounding state institutions. Research topics 
include mechanisms of political and administrative 
accountability, governance of public services and fiscal 
policies. Special emphasis is placed on the dynamics of 
statehood in relation to the cycle of conflict, peace and 
efforts of state reconstruction. In the field of conflict and 
peace studies, contributions were made in 2013 to the 
study of the legacy of conflict regarding trust and political 
participation (in uganda) and schooling and economic 
performance (in Rwanda). Comparative research was 
conducted on post-war social mobility and poverty in 
Rwanda and Burundi and the mechanisms of traditional 
justice, transitional justice, reconciliation, political transition 
and state reach in these two countries. the armed conflicts 
in uganda and the DR Congo also received attention, with 
studies being carried out on uganda’s lord’s Resistance 
Army conflict and on the linkages between the DR Congo 
conflict and mineral resources, regional interests, internal 
displacement, and justice and security mechanisms. In the 
field of governance of public services, research examined 
the education and health sectors (DR Congo, Rwanda, 
Madagascar and tanzania), environmental governance 
(nicaragua and DR Congo), and the nexus between natural 
resources and public health spending (for a cross-section of 
countries). 

Debating Development: Food and Development: what’s on the menu? Dr Vandana Shiva on Small scale agriculture.
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IoB’s publication output for 2013 is shown in Figure 1 in 
comparison to previous years (a full list of publications can 
be found at the end of this report). As a result of the research 
and publication strategy followed in recent years, we have 
seen a robust increase in both the quantity and quality of 
publications, as measured by the CeReS A and B output  
(i.e. publications in ISI-ranked journals or in academic books 
of equivalent quality). 

other indicators of research output are presented elsewhere 
in this report. on the one hand, the level of external research 
funding increased significantly compared to the atypical 
year 2012 (when a substantial project came to an end) 
but also in comparison to previous years. In 2013, we also 
saw a substantial increase in funding received from the 
competitive and academic Research Foundation-Flanders 
(FWo).   

In addition to the activities developed in the research 
lines, the Institute has played a stimulating role in setting 
up a research network with the university’s faculties 
of law and political and Social Sciences on a theme of 
common interest, namely Hybrid Multi-level Governance. 
In this context, ‘hybrid’ means that institutional and 
normative orderings depend not only on official (sub- and 
supra-) state institutions and processes, but also on a 
myriad of unofficial, non-state actors and dynamics. 
these various realms constantly interact, negotiate, 
enter into conflict and compromise. Interactions happen 
at different levels of state and society, including local, 
national and international. 

through its Centre for the Study of the African Great 
lakes Region, the Institute has continued to treat this 
geographical area as a major transversal focus, and this is 
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FIGuRe 1: IoB puBlIcAtIons 2007-2013 *
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* Data as available in February 2014.
 Source: Academic Bibliography university of Antwerp.

IOB Research Day - Development as a multi-level and multi-actor process. Debate with David Van Reybrouck at the seminar  
“What does the future hold for the Great Lakes Region?”

reflected in the activities of all four research lines.  
the Centre’s yearbook (l’Afrique des grands lacs. 
Annuaire 2012-2013, paris, l’Harmattan), now published 
for the 17th consecutive year, remains a major 
international reference.  

Service delivery at IoB is closely linked to research: 
the two spheres simultaneously feed and are fed by 
one another. the Institute has continued this policy in 
many guises: interuniversity cooperation with partner 
institutions in Burundi, the DR Congo, nicaragua and 
uganda; research intended to support policy for aid 
agencies, international organisations and nGos; and 
dissemination activities at home. Consultancy work 
is undertaken only if it complements or reinforces the 
Institute’s research agenda or its partner programmes, 
and not merely as a means of generating income. 

Research Output.
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pHD  
tRAInInG

During 2013 a total of 30 students were preparing a phD on 
a variety of topics linked to IoB’s research agenda. Most 
of these students are pursuing an interdisciplinary phD 
in Development Studies at IoB, while others are working 
towards disciplinary phDs at IoB’s sister faculties, Applied 
economic and political and Social Sciences.
As part of the Antwerp Doctoral School, IoB offers a multi-
disciplinary doctoral programme related to its institutional 
research agenda which leads to a phD in Development 
Studies. 

At the end of 2013 (figures on 31 December 2013),  
20 students were preparing a phD in Development Studies, 
including 6 junior IoB researchers. one new student was 
admitted, while one dropped out.

three of the phDs in progress are joint or double phDs :  
two with the Katholieke universiteit leuven (Ku leuven) 
and one with the université Catholique de louvain (uCl). 
the IoB phD in Development Studies attracts a diverse 
range of students from Belgium (9), the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (2), nicaragua (2), ecuador, Cameroon, 
Italy, Germany, the netherlands, uganda and Vietnam  
(1 each).  one student dropped out.

In 2013, three students successfully concluded their phDs as 
part of the phD programme in Applied economics:

• Wim Marivoet 
 ‘The Congo puzzle. Evolving livelihoods and poverty in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (1970-2010)’
 Supervisor: tom De Herdt 

this dissertation aims to contribute to the theoretical and 
empirical study of the endogenous trade policy formation 
within different market structures, as well as to add a model 
which takes trade cost asymmetries into account to the new 
economic Geography literature.

Chapter one reviews the political economy of trade policy 
and the new economic Geography fields. Chapter two in-
troduces a theoretical study which adopts the political pro-
cess developed by Grossman and Helpman (1994), and the 
economic structure of the Footloose Capital model. In this 
setting the interest group seems to be more concerned with 
persuading the government to set a high tariff when it can 

‘EnDOgEnOuS PROtECtIOn 
WIthIn DIFFEREnt FRaMEWORkS OF MOnOPOLIStIC COMPEtItIOn.  
SPatIaL DIStRIButIOn OF ECOnOMIC aCtIvIty anD aSyMMEtRIES In tRaDE COStS’  

charge a low mark-up. the presence of a high number of 
firms in an economy involves a tough level of competition 
among firms that tends to erode the potential gains that 
capital owners would derive from the protectionist policy. 
However, if the number of firms serves as a measure of the 
lobby’s political power, a higher number of firms will magnify 
the potential gains from protection; thus, the lobby would be 
more willing to bid for protection. Chapter three takes into 
account an alternative modelling strategy. In a small econ-
omy, the political process induces an inefficient over-taxa-
tion on imports. there is a positive relationship between the 
mark-up variable and the endogenous tariff. the optimal 
tariff tends to be smaller for varieties that are quite sensi-
tive to changes in their own prices. High product differenti-
ation drives down levels of protection. Chapter four studies 
the structure of tariffs for countries that belong to Mercosur. 
Insights from the extended theoretical model are corrobo-
rated. the approximated value of the general welfare weight 
would suggest that the governments of Mercosur, on aver-
age, attach a weight to the welfare of those individuals be-
longing to an interest group that is approximately 25 percent 
above the weight they attach to the welfare of non-organ-
ised individuals. Finally, chapter five studies the relevance 
of asymmetries in trade costs in determining the economic 
landscape.     

Wim Marivoet talking to government officials  
from DR Congo.

phD Cecilia Gáname
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• Juan C. Polvorosa 
 ‘Opportunities and constraints for small and medium-sized 

farmers in the context of the booming dairy value chains in 
Nicaragua; case-study of Matiguas’ 

 Supervisor: Johan Bastiaensen

• Cecilia gáname 
 ‘Endogenous protection within different frameworks of 

monopolistic competition. Spatial distribution of economic 
activity and asymmetries in trade costs’ 

 Supervisor: Germán Calfat (see textbox)  

In 2013, one student successfully concluded and defended 
her joint phD at IoB and the university of Ghent, namely : 

• Sarah Delputte 
 Supervisors: nadia Molenaers (IoB) and Jan orbie 

(university of Ghent) 
 ‘The European Union as an emerging coordinator in 

development cooperation. An analysis of EU coordination in 
Tanzania, Zambia, Burkina Faso and Senegal’  (see textbox)

IoB continues to build on its own phD training programme. 
We now offer six doctoral courses related to the thematic 
research lines. An annual Doctoral Day, where the phD 
work in progress is presented and discussed with staff and 
other students, was initiated in September 2012. Additional 
training initiatives have also been organised, including a 
seminar on ‘participatory visual methods in fieldwork in the 
Global South’ and a debate on ‘writing about Development 
and International Cooperation for a broad audience’. IoB 
remains involved in the phD network of the netherlands-
based CeReS Research School for Resource Studies for 
Development.

Besides its own phD programme, IoB also cooperates with 
the Faculty of Applied economics and the Faculty of political 
and Social Sciences at the university of Antwerp to offer 
disciplinary phD programmes in the field of development. 
At the end of 2013 (figures on 31 December 2013), 5 students 
were active in the Applied economics phD programme, 
including 1 junior IoB researcher. the students come from 
Belgium, ecuador, ethiopia, Senegal and the philippines  
(1 each).  

onGoInG phD pRojects In 2013

BAMAnyAKI patricia 

Citizen-led Gender Budget Initiatives in local 
Governments: A Quasi-experimental Impact Study 
focusing on the Health Sector of Kabale District, uganda

BeneDICtIS Geovanna

essays on the Impact of Globalization on people: 
Remoteness and Migration Studies

BuRIHABWA ntagahoraho Zacharia

From Guerilla to Government. A Comparative Analysis  
of the transformation from Rebel Movements to 
governing political parties in the African Great lakes 
Region. the Case of the RpF in Rwanda and CnDD-FDD 
in Burundi.

ClAeSSenS Klara

Access to land and Social Conflict in South Kivu, DR Congo.

eSSeRS Dennis

transmission and Impacts of the 2008-2009 Financial and 
economic Crisis on Developing Countries : from Macro to 
Micro.

FloReS Selmira

Gender Analysis in the Dairy Value Chains in nicaragua. 
Revealing opportunities and Constraints for Success of 
Women entrepreneurs.

Geenen Sara

Qui cherche, trouve. the political economy of access to 
gold mining and trade in South Kivu, DR Congo.

GIlDeMyn Marie

Monitoring and evaluation under the new Aid Approach:  
the Role and Influence of Civil Society organisations (CSos).

HuyBReCHS Frédéric

Green Microfinance and payments for environmental 
Services: from Market-based panaceas towards an 
integrated Approach to sustainable and inclusive Rural 
Development. Case-studies from Central America      

InnoCentI Demetrio 

Climate Change and extreme events : the new century 
Development Concern. An Analysis of how Climate 
Change Adaptation policies can influence nations’ 
economic Growth and Sustainable Development.

JACoBS Bert

African Regional Integration on Infrastructure Development.

KIloSHo BuRAye Janvier

Dynamics in the South-Kivu mining Sector: Modes of 
production, income diversification and future of Artisanal 
miners.

MAluKISA nKuKu Albert 

Décentralisation et fourniture des services publics de 
voirie urbaine dans le contexte d’un etat négocié : cas du 
réseau routier des villes de Kinshasa et lubumbashi.

MBunyA Francis nkemnyi

Making the environment Development nexus: the case of 
the tofala Hill Wildlife Sanctuary.

MeGeRSA Kelbesa

the Global Financial Crisis. the Impacts on Developing 
Countries and the policy Responses. Case Study on ethiopia.

MeRlet pierre

Revisiting the Agrarian Question: Family Farming and 
political Arenas around land and natural Resources in 
the Context of Climate Change and changing Global Food 
Chains. evidence from nicaragua.

MInH tri Ha

An assessment of the Monitoring and evaluation System 
used in the Implementation of the Social-economic 
Development plan (SeDp) in Vietnam. the case of Cam lo 
district, Quang tri province.

nDIAye Seydina Aboubacar Sadikl

Impact de la libéralisation commerciale sur les ménages au 
Sénégal.

SMetS lodewijk

Institutional Reform and Conditionality in the new Aid 
paradigm.

SoBReVInAS Alellie

International Remittances and poverty Reduction in 
the philippines: evidence from the Community-Based 
Monitoring System (CBMS) Data Base.

Stoop nik 

the Impact of Sexual Violence on Social preferences and 
post-Conflict Reconstruction: evidence from DR Congo.

VAn AelSt Katrien 

the Interplay between Household Decision-making 
processes, Gender Relations and Climate Change 
Adaptation policy. A Quasi-experimental Impact Study in 
the Morogoro Region in tanzania.

the fragmentation of aid results in huge costs for de-
veloping and donor countries and has a detrimental 
effect on the impact of aid. Aid coordination is pre-
sented as a guiding principle to help resolve this prob-
lem. the eu has taken several steps to strengthen 
internal eu coordination, guided by the principles en-
shrined in the european Consensus (2005). However, 
the few existing studies suggest that its implementa-
tion is fairly low. the objective of this thesis is to seek 
in-depth and interpreted understanding of this par-
adox between the eu’s ambitions and its inability to 
effectively act as a coordinator in the field. the project 
mapped eu coordination and researched under which 
circumstances eu coordination takes place. Field re-
search in four African countries shows that (1) the do-
mestic political and economic contexts stimulate the 
use of development cooperation as an instrument of 
foreign policy and (2) the existence of different tradi-
tions in european development aid, based on differ-
ent ideas and fostering different identities, are key 
to understanding the generally low level of internal 
eu coordination. However, this thesis has also found 
that eu Delegations play different roles in donor-wide 
coordination processes, ranging from ‘just another 
donor’ to a coordination ‘facilitator’. this variance 
can be understood by taking into account (1) differ-
ent degrees of existing donor-wide coordination, (2) 
different donor compositions as well as (3) different 
degrees of power asymmetry between the eu and the 
partner country which constrain/enable the eu’s co-
ordinator role.   

thE EuROPEan unIOn  
aS an EMERgIng  COORDInatOR  
In DEvELOPMEnt COOPERatIOn
an anaLySIS OF Eu COORDInatIOn In  
tanzanIa, zaMBIa, BuRkIna FaSO anD SEnEgaL

phD Sarah Delputte

Sarah Delputte with the jury members at her 
PhD defence.
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VeRDeZoto Jesenia

the effects of international parental migration on 
education of children left behind, the specific case of a 
marginal urban area in Quito – ecuador.

WAGeMAKeRS Inge

understanding local Governance in the Context of Rapid 
urban Growth and Weak State Institutions. three Cases of 
local Governance in Kinshasa, DR Congo.

WAeteRlooS evert

Developmental local Government’ and land Reform in 
South Africa. Brokering Restitution Beneficiaries’ Voice in 
Municipal Integrated Development plans.

WInteRS nanneke

Mobility, Family life and translocal Development in nicaragua.

FIGuRe 2. concluDeD phDs 2008-12 (InneR cIRcle)  
AnD phDs In pRoGRess (outeR cIRcle)

on December 17 2013, Juan Carlos polvorosa of the uni-
versidad Centroamericana in Managua, successfully 
defended his phD dissertation, thus bringing an end to 
the successful programme of interuniversity coopera-
tion within the eulAlIA (european union latin Amer-
ica learning on Integration Arrangements) network. 
through a joint effort with top-level european univer-
sities, the programme developed a postgraduate in 
economic Integration and a phD in economics in order 
to develop and strengthen the teaching and research 
teams in the latin American universities involved. 
Apart from the postgraduate and phD academic train-
ing programmes, eulAlIA was also involved in various 
collaborations and projects at the partner universities: 
university of Antwerp (lead institute, prof. Calfat), 
university of nottingham (School of economics), uni-
versidade de Coïmbra (Faculdade de Direito, Curso de 
estudios europeus), universidade technico de lisboa, 
universidad nacional de Cordoba, universidad de la 
Republica Montevideo, universidad Centroamerica-
na Managua, Fundaçao Getulio Vargas Rio de Janeiro  
(escola de pós-gradaçao economia) and universidade 
Cidade São paulo. other non-network partners joined 
our efforts: universiteit van Amsterdam, universitá di 
Bologna, université de Genève, Bonn universität, uni-
versidad nacional de tucuman and Rio Cuarto (Argenti-
na), Wilfrid laurier School of Business and economics at 
the university of ontario and the World Bank.

15 yeARs oF eulAlIA pARtneRshIp 
FoR DoctoRAl tRAInInG Between euRope AnD lAtIn AmeRIcA 

training began in 2001 with a Master programme in 
Antwerp and Coïmbra (2001-2003): “trade Modelling 
and policy: Regional economic Integration”. In total,  
14 students participated in this programme: 10 in Ant-
werp and 4 in Coïmbra. All students but one graduated 
successfully. Between 2001 and 2004, refresher courses 
in economics and english were organised in Córdoba 
and Antwerp, where the annual teaching staff meetings 
also took place. Between 2003 and 2005, a two-year 
full-time doctoral study course, preparing for a phD 
in economics, was carried out at four of the network’s 
universities. In total, 20 students participated (10 from 
Argentina, 4 from Brazil, 4 from uruguay, 1 from nica-
ragua and 1 from portugal). of these students, 15 took 
the course in Antwerp, 4 in nottingham, 2 in Coïmbra 
and 1 in Rio de Janeiro. All but 3 students graduated 
successfully and obtained a phD. the MA and phD pro-
grams were funded by private and public organisations. 
Scholarships were provided by the eu AlFA exchange 
programme and the eulAlIA network universities; tu-
torial, professional and technical support was also pro-
vided to scholarship holders. the total budget for the 
1998-2005 period amounted to €1 million.
Doctoral study has a way of turning your head into a 
never-ending seminar and, at the remains of the day, 
16 latin American scholars and one from europe earned 
their phD and are now doctors capable of having compli-
cated, inconclusive thoughts about nearly any subject.  

PhDs in progress

IOB
joint PhD IOB
FAES/FPSC
other UA
non-UA

17
3

5

3

15
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ded PhDs 2008-13
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Development
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Development

Theories of Development - Research Methods I and IIModule I

Module II
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Master of
Globalisation &

Development

Globalisation &
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Local Institutions &
Poverty Reduction

Master of Development
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Conflict to State

Reconstruction
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TRACK 1

TRACK 1

TRACK 1

Dissertation
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MASteR  
pRoGRAMMeS 

IoB offers three Advanced master programmes, with a 
high degree of specialisation and a distinct focus :

• Master of Globalisation and Development 
• Master of Governance and Development 
• Master of Development evaluation and Management 

the programmes take 12 months, starting and ending in 
mid-September. the core programme components run 
from January to May, at which point students can choose 
among various tracks according to their personal interests 
and career path. each of the tracks has the overall 
objective of training ‘better professionals’, providing them 
with effective tools with which to study, interpret and 
apply current scientific findings to specific development 
contexts and institutions.

In 2013 the IoB secretariat received 735 complete files 
from applicants, 394 (53.61%) of whom were admitted 
to the 2013-2014 Master programmes. Subsequently, 
71 new students (18% of those admitted) actually 
enrolled: 31 for the Master in Development evaluation 
and Management, 21 for Governance and Development 
and 19 for Globalisation and Development. of these, 
42 received a scholarship: 4 from the Belgian technical 
Cooperation, 31 from the Flemish Inter-university 
Council, 4 from erasmus Mundus, 1 from erasmus, 1 from 
the Ministry of public Administration of Bangladesh and 
1 from the Chinese Scholarship Council. An additional 
11 students re-enrolled, which brings the total for the 
2013-2014 academic year to 82 students (37 in the 
Master in Development evaluation and Management 
programme, 22 in Governance and Development and 23 in 
Globalisation and Development).Students at the IOB cultural dinner.
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Bulgaria 1

Burundi 1

Cameroon 1

DR Congo 1

Ghana 1

Guatemala 1

India 1

Indonesia 1

Ireland 1

Ivory Coast 1

Malawi 1

Mexico 1

nicaragua 1

Rwanda 1

South Africa 1

taiwan 1

tanzania 1

the netherlands 1

Brazil 2

Kenya 2

palestine 2

ecuador 3

peru 3

philippines 3

Zambia 3

Colombia 4

Bangladesh 5

Vietnam 5

uganda 6

Belgium 7

ethiopia 7

FIGuRe 3   
eDucAtIonAl BAcKGRounD

 Development  
and agriculture

 other

 economics  
and management

 political sciences /  
social sciences /  
administration

9,76 %

21,95 %

26,83 %

41,46 %

FIGuRe 4   
mAsteR stuDents’ pRoFessIonAl expeRIence 

 Consultancy

 private Sector

 International 
organisation

 Research 
institute

 none

 Higher education

 nGo

 Government

12,20 %

8,54 %
21,95 %

17,07 %

18,29 %

18,29 %

1,22 %
2,44 %

IOB proclamation ceremony.

Besides comprising a wide diversity of nationalities, our 
classrooms are also home to students from different 
disciplinary backgrounds in social sciences (figure 3) and 
from diverse working environments (figure 4). In 2013, the 
Master programmes attracted students from government 
agencies (21.95%), international organisations (8.54%), 
non-governmental organisations (18.29%), research 
institutes and universities (12.2%) and the private sector 
(3.66%). About 17% of our students are young graduates 
with strong academic profiles and an outspoken interest in 
starting careers in the aid and development sector. 

In 2013, about 42% of our students held a degree 
in political and social sciences, 26.9% had studied 
economics whereas another 10% had a background in 
agriculture and development studies. this mix triggers an 
exchange of insights grounded in various theoretical and 
methodological frameworks and aligns neatly with IoB’s 
multidisciplinary profile.

Our audience remains truly global  
with students originating from 35 countries.

Students presenting at the end of their module.



It’s often an unquestioned assumption that a writ-
ten assignment is needed to make a thorough as-
sessment of students’ comprehension of the con-
cepts taught. luckily unquestioned assumptions do 
not remain unquestioned when it’s up to professor 
Marijke Verpoorten. In her 2013 course, ‘the political 
economy of governance and development’, she went 
well beyond the standard written essay for evaluat-
ing her students…

professor Verpoorten first explained the main con-
cepts using both face-to-face lectures and videos 
made by herself and other renowned experts. next, 
students chose one of 24 articles posted online, 
covering four different topics within the broader 
political economy literature: Corruption, elections, 
Service Delivery and War.  Students could decide to 
work on their own or team up with a fellow student. 
the next step was to make an 8-minute video pres-
entation which showed that they had understood 
the content of the article by situating the research 
within the larger political economy literature, spec-
ifying the research question, briefly touching upon 
the methodology and then focusing on the results of 
the study concerned.
  

POLItICaL ECOnOMy  
aS yOu knOW It… FROM yOutuBE

Afterwards, the videos were shown in class and the 
students also had to give live presentations in which 
they critically assessed their article. these presenta-
tions were followed by class discussions moderated 
by the students themselves. the three-stage assign-
ment thus evaluated various skills very much needed 
in the everyday life of any development professional.

the students appreciated the course and the assign-
ment very much: “Despite the fact that it was labo-
rious to record a 8-minute presentation (it took me 
approximately five hours just to record it), I see the 
added value behind it as I could analyse myself giv-
ing a presentation. As someone said in class, it is en-
riching to get individual feedback. (…) In addition to 
the article’s academic content, the task also helped 
me understand which tone is best for a spoken pres-
entation, the pace at which information should be 
delivered, and which words I mispronounce and/or 
should pronounce more clearly.” Another student 
agreed that it was a “very enriching, interesting and 
well-rounded assignment. (…) It is a learning exer-
cise, literally”. 
Moreover, let’s be honest… how often do you see 
students sharing their assignments on Facebook?     
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In April 2013, a bus full of IoB students left Ant-
werp for a couple of days in paris. Although it 
took us a while to get going (one of our dear 
friends drastically overslept that morning and 
the rest of the group kept asking the driver to 
wait just a little longer), we finally arrived at a 
hotel for an interesting discussion with a repre-
sentative from Human Rights Watch. the next 
day we felt very proud when we received a badge 
that gave us access to the oeCD headquarters. 
While the initial enthusiasm had diminished a 
little after listening to a series of (interesting) 
presentations, my attention was renewed dur-
ing the last presentation, which was given by 
an evaluator who works at uneSCo (and who 
used to work at IoB). After his presentation, I 
decided to go and talk to him about internship 
opportunities at uneSCo. I was very surprised 
to find out a couple of weeks later that he called 
IoB to ask if I was still interested. eventually, I 
ended up doing my internship at uneSCo, and 
am now following it with a short consultancy as-
signment. During the last two days of our paris 
trip, we took a boat trip on the Seine and visited 
the louvre/Centre pompidou. We also had some 
free time to discover some other beautiful places 
and to enjoy the parisian nightlife. one night we 
even ended up in a little gallery where some nice 
local people offered us wine at their cosy little 
party. on our last day we got up at 6.30 a.m. to 
go for a run along the Seine past the eiffel tow-
er. yeah, we really were prepared to sleep less to 
be able to have this exceptional experience. In 
the end, the quiet bus drive home demonstrated 
that we were all tired, but satisfied and grateful 
for the amazing trip. (lisa popelier, IoB student 
2012-13)     

IOB tRIP  
tO PaRIS

A few key features of the Master programmes are their 
modular structure, their policy-oriented and research-
driven character and their focus on student-oriented 
learning. 

the three Master programmes all have a similar structure, 
each consisting of four modules. the first module 
introduces theories of development and familiarises 
students with the various research methods. Modules 
2 and 3 are highly interactive, research-driven packages 
while in module 4, students undertake a personal research 
project under the guidance of a supervisor. Modules are 
taught jointly by different staff members, leading to strong 
inter-module cooperation and a reduction of overlapping 
input. the diverse backgrounds of the staff members 
within one module also trigger a multidisciplinary 
approach. 
the modular structure also allows for the invitation 
of external guest lecturers, who enrich the Master 
programmes with their specific expertise while being 
embedded in a module that is primarily driven by in-
house expertise. In 2013, we benefitted from the input 
of lee pegler (Institute of Social Studies), Sam Wong 
(university of liverpool), tobias Hagmann (university of 
Roskilde), Huib Huyse and Jan Van ongevalle (HIVA, Ku 
leuven), Ruslan lukach (university of Antwerp), Susan 
Johnson (university of Bath), Marieke De Ruyter De Wildt 
(universiteit Wageningen), Karen Macours (paris School 
of economics), elizabeth McClintock (Fletcher School of 
law and Diplomacy), laura Davies (Brussels School of 
International Studies) and lindsey Whitfield (university of 
Roskilde). Some of these guest lectures were streamed live 
over the Internet so that alumni could also benefit from 
the insights and discussions. 

Student weekend in Paris

our Master programmes are all highly policy-oriented and 
research-driven. training at IoB incorporates the latest 
social-scientific insights relevant to the development 
challenge. Students learn from each other’s experiences 
and from their exposure to living and working in a 
developed country.  
In order to stimulate student-centred learning, we use a 
mixture of teaching methods including traditional lectures, 
individual and groups assignments, discussions, literature 
reviews, case study analyses and simulation games.
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In 2013 we also expanded the e-learning component. 
previous student evaluations had shown that IoB 
students have different levels of prior knowledge 
especially with regard to working with data and statistics. 
to mitigate this problem, students selected to study at 
IoB in 2012-13 were advised to follow an online course 
covering the basics of statistics. the online course consists 
of seven video clips which show both the lecturer and 
their powerpoint presentation as well as basic/advanced 
reading material, online exercises, a test module, a forum 
for interaction with other students and the lecturer, and 
e-tutor sessions. In 2013 (for academic year 2013-2014), 
we also offered an online course on ‘english language/
Belgium and IoB Culture’. the purpose of this course is to 
offer non-native english speakers an opportunity to brush 
up their english speaking, writing and reading skills before 
coming to IoB  while also getting an introduction to some 
of the rules for academic writing.

In line with our emphasis on student-centred learning, 
we also aim to prioritise the individual research project 
and Master dissertation. this process begins from 
module 2 onwards, where students write end-of-module 
papers under the guidance of a supervisor. Dissertations 
are presented and discussed in a three-day conference 
organised in mid-September. In 2013, three dissertations 
were selected for valorisation either as IoB Discussion 
papers or as contributions to scientific journals. During the 
graduation ceremony at Antwerp’s provinciehuis, three 
students received Development Cooperation Awards from 
the province of Antwerp for their excellent dissertations 
(see box). 

In 2013, the province of Antwerp awarded its Develop-
ment Cooperation Awards to three students from the 
Master programmes. 

Kondwani Farai Chikadza (Master in Governance and 
Development) won the prize for his dissertation, en-
titled ‘the political economy of neopatrimonialism 
in Malawi’s Agriculture Sector: the challenge for a 
developmental state’, supervised by professor na-
dia Molenaers. Chikadza’s research started from the 
question how neopatrimonial institutions inspire or 
hinder developmental progress. As part of a rigorous 
historical account of Malawian economic and politi-
cal evolutions, he focuses on how the state has dealt 
with the two main agricultural sectors in the country: 
tobacco and maize. the neopatrimonial nature of the 
state, he argues convincingly, has not altered signifi-
cantly throughout history: patronage and clientelism 
have survived regime changes and fundamental policy 
shifts. But interestingly enough, developmental results 
have had substantial ups and downs, in spite of the 
persistence of neopatrimonialism. His research shows, 
among other things, that the neopatrimonial Ma-
lawian state has been able to boost economic success 

by extracting rents from the maize sector for investments 
in the productive tobacco sector, which in turn cross-sub-
sidized maize production. the scientific rigour, the sound 
use of political economy perspectives and the relevance of 
Chikadza’s findings convinced the jury to award him the 
province of Antwerp’s Development Cooperation Award.

thanh Van nguyen (Master in Globalisation and Develop-
ment), from Vietnam, also received an award for her dis-
sertation entitled ‘Return of success or failure?  Case study 
of international labour migrants from Vietnam’, super-
vised by professor Germán Calfat. nguyen contends that 
international labour migration has been incorporated in 
the national strategy of Vietnam as a means of achieving 
sustainable poverty reduction. However, she found evi-
dence on the ground that challenges the widespread belief 
that migration brings about improved economic well-be-
ing and enhanced skills that enable migrants to pursue a 
better life. Her dissertation therefore contributes to the 
ongoing debate on the developmental potential of migra-
tion by identifying the individual-level factors underlying 
the varied outcomes of return migration, an unwritten 
chapter in the migration history. Her econometric findings 
indicate that despite the organised nature of international 
labour migration from Vietnam, contract workers still find 
themselves in a highly vulnerable position both abroad 
and upon return. the economic benefits of migration are 
negatively affected by the prevalent cases of early return, 
often caused by poor protection of labour rights. Further-
more, the expected potential of improved skills through 
migration is partly constrained by the disabling employ-
ment context in the home country. nguyen’s dissertation 
reiterates the fact that international labour migration can 
only produce sustainable outcomes for the poor if positive 
migration experiences and an enabling local context upon 
return are secured. Such findings are important in the 
context of Vietnam, where labour migration is commonly 
framed as a ‘livelihood’ for the poor. 

paola Suntaxi (Master in Development evaluation and 
Management), from ecuador, received an award for her 
dissertation ‘Connecting Monitoring & evaluation sys-
tems with organisational learning and knowledge man-
agement. A comparative analysis of development agen-
cies’, supervised by professor nathalie Holvoet. In her 
dissertation, Suntaxi  performed a comparative analysis 

of knowledge management systems in four european 
development agencies. Drawing upon insights from 
an in-depth literature review, she first developed an 
innovative conceptual framework that enables the 
study of how monitoring and evaluation systems 
can help to improve knowledge management pro-
cesses and organisational learning. She then applied 
this framework to the Belgian technical Coopera-
tion (BtC), where she completed a short internship, 
and three other european aid agencies including the 
French Agency for Development, the Swedish Inter-
national Development Cooperation Agency and the 
German Society for International Cooperation. this 
empirical research helped to identify comparative 
strengths and weaknesses, good practices and un-
derlying factors that trigger knowledge management 
processes. Suntaxi’s study is interesting not only from 
a theoretical perspective but also from a policy per-
spective, as development agencies are increasingly 
confronted with the technocratic, institutional and 
political challenges of evidence-based policy-making 
and management.       

DEvELOPMEnt  
COOPERatIOn aWaRDS 

IOB proclamation ceremony September 2013.
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IoB invests heavily in quality assurance throughout the 
entire Master programme cycle. Day-to-day management 
is in the hands of the director, ensuring consistency and 
standardisation among the three Master programmes. 
Internal quality management is also guaranteed by a 
set of evaluation instruments, including standardised 
written evaluations, focus group discussions and student 
workload monitoring. In 2013, special attention was 
accorded to the first module. the objective of this module 
is to ensure that all students are at the same level with 
regard to theoretical and methodological knowledge 
and skills in development studies. of course, the diverse 
backgrounds of our students mean that some need this 
more than others; the nature of the course also means 
that it has a less interactive design and limited scope for 
engaging with students’ own experiences. In response to 
these issues, IoB has invested in extra discussion sessions 
and tutorials at two levels, basic and advanced, when it 
comes to the quantitative courses. the second and third 
modules are rated highly by students on the basis of their 
content and teaching approach. naturally, continuous 
attention is also accorded to the alignment between the 
courses and the dissertation. 

In 2013, IoB added another 57 names to the long list of 
IoB graduates. these graduates represent an important 
source of social capital and it is therefore essential to 
invest in sustaining relations not only between IoB 
and its alumni but also amongst alumni themselves. 
networking among graduates in various professional 

settings in their countries of origin and beyond can 
contribute to building much-needed relationships among 
different sectors of the development arena (government, 
donors, civil society, academia, etc.). In 2013, again, 
various initiatives and activities were organised with the 
aim of facilitating those relationships.  In a ‘farewell’ 
session, our outgoing students were introduced to the 
alumni services provided by IoB. IoB alumni can keep 
in touch through the IoB Facebook page, twitter and/or 
linkedIn group and are kept up-to-date on what is  
going on at IoB with a bi-monthly newsletter and our  
bi-annual alumni magazine, exchange to Change.  
An online alumni platform has also been created, where 
alumni can log in and update their personal information 
as well as finding the contact details and profiles of 
over 950 registered alumni. Moreover, two more meet-
and-greet sessions were held in nicaragua and uganda, 
allowing for informal meetings between IoB alumni and 
visiting IoB professors. IoB is keen to stay informed 
about its alumni and their respective activities, and 
also to share those contributions with other alumni and 
staff. to that end, a call for papers was launched among 
alumni and tekalign Gutu (ethiopia) was selected to 
come to Antwerp and present his work during the IoB 
Research Day. All presentations were streamed live via 
the website and just over 100 people (mostly alumni) from 
24 countries tuned in for the event.  

the IoB alumni community are currently working all over 
the world (see map p. 30-31).  

the first summer school on the politics and economics of Aid (poleC-
AID) took place between 24 June and 5 July 2013, organised jointly by 
the university of Antwerp (Be), universidad de Cantabria (eS), the 
university of Birmingham (uK), erasmus university Rotterdam (nl), 
the university of Florence (It) and the university of olomouc (CZ).

the primary objective of the programme was to support ongoing re-
search into the political, economic and institutional aspects of devel-
opment cooperation (aid) and aid effectiveness. this research takes 
place in university settings (Master & phD students), but also in pol-
icy-oriented settings such as nGos, think tanks, aid agencies, and so 
on. In addition, the programme aimed to contribute to the creation of 
a sustainable teaching and research network for aid so as to enable 
knowledge exchange and cross-fertilisation between academic and 
policy-oriented arenas of research.

Almost 70 people applied for the summer school from all over the 
world – students, researchers and practitioners alike. In total, 29 par-
ticipants were selected to take part, 18 of whom were affiliated with 
the partner universities. the summer school therefore managed to 
bring together a diverse range of students, lecturers and practition-
ers, all with a passion for development.

numerous lecturers from the partner universities participated in the 
programme, including nadia Molenaers (IoB), Geske Dijkstra (eras-
mus university Rotterdam, the netherlands), Michael Hubbard and 
Jonathan Fisher (university of Birmingham, uK), Sergio tezanos 
Vázquez (universidad de Cantabria, Spain), Mario Biggeri (univer-
sity of Florence, Italy) and petra Krylova (palacky university, Czech 
Republic). external lecturers, such as Gordon Crawford and Sebastian 
Dellepiane, also contributed. the programme provided participants 
with a mix of lectures, debate, hands-on learning, discussion of re-
search methods and visits to the World Bank and ActionAid.

the poleC-AID programme was coordinated by professor nadia 
Molenaers (IoB). It was funded by the erasmus life long learning 
programme, the european Association of Development Institutes and 
training Centres (eADI) and IoB. the second poleC-AID summer 
school will be held between 2 and 14 June 2014.     

SuMMER SChOOL:  
thE POLItICS anD ECOnOMICS  
OF aID (POLEC-aID) 2013

Other teaching activities

IOB students taking part in the Antwerp ten miles. Alumnus Guggi Laryea presenting at 
the World Bank
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Every year, IOB welcomes about 60 full-time students 
from all over the world. Traditionally, around half of this 
group have been VLIR-UOS scholarship recipients. Last 
year, however, it became clear that the continued exist-
ence of these scholarships was hanging in the balance. 
Prolonged political wrangling meant that it was only at 
the end of July 2013 that we had certainty about the fi-
nancing of these scholarships. The sustained uncertainty 
in the period leading up to the current intake of students 
naturally had a marked impact on IOB’s preparations for 
the upcoming academic year. In what follows, we provide 
a short overview of how everything played out...

In 2012, in the context of broader negotiations re-
lated to budget cuts, the federal government of Bel-
gium pushed for the devolution of academic devel-
opment cooperation to the regional level, planning 
a “fade-out” scenario over a period of four years. It 
wasn’t clear, however, whether the Flemish Govern-
ment was in fact willing to honour any commitments 
made to VlIR-uoS. For this reason, there was ini-
tially no certainty as to whether VlIR-uoS would re-
ceive any funding in 2013, how much it might amount 
to and who would foot the bill. there were fears that 
the changes would cause significant damage to the 
reputations of Flemish higher education institutions. 
But two months later, in mid-July, it was officially 
and quite unexpectedly confirmed that VlIR-uoS 
would receive 100% of their budget after all. 

As a result of this uncertainty, IoB was forced to think 
about short-term solutions and alternative plans of 
action. Although an effort was made to attract more 
students from the north, we also had to bear in mind 
the fact that a massive decrease in student numbers 
from the South would make our programmes less 
attractive to students from the north: one of the 
things that makes IoB unique is precisely the fact 
that we are able to offer degrees and courses to a 
geographically diverse student population. Drasti-
cally altering our traditional student demographics 
(something which is not possible at the drop of a hat, 
in any case) would also detract from the interactive, 
multicultural nature of our courses. It should also be 

vLIR-uOS FunDIng unCERtaInty IMPaCtS  
IOB’S PREPaRatIOnS FOR uPCOMIng aCaDEMIC yEaR

pointed out that the vast majority of our applicants 
(623 out of 734 this past year) compete for the VlIR-
uoS scholarships and very few of these applicants 
can count on alternative sources of financing.

IoB therefore decided to promote its courses inten-
sively among other candidates from both the north 
and the South: deadlines were extended and extra 
promotional material was distributed widely. under-
standably, preparations for the 2013-2014 academic 
year also went somewhat less smoothly than usual. 
However, we heaved another collective sigh of relief 
in July when the federal government surprised us 
again with the news that the rest of the VlIR-uoS 
budget had also been approved after all, thus se-
curing both IoB itself and the 30 students who had 
been waiting on tenterhooks for months on end to 
see if their scholarships would be approved.     

Since 2003, IoB has been organising an annual se-
ries of debates focusing on development issues. one 
cycle consists of eight debates, each of which sees 
two speakers from academia, international (devel-
opment) organisations or civil society engage with 
each other, defending potentially opposing view-
points on current pressing development questions. 
the series is both an elective course and an event 
open to the public. Students from various universi-
ty of Antwerp faculties attend the debate cycles for 
study credits, but the debates also aim to reach out 
to university staff, the student community and civil 
society at large.

the 2013 cycle, Food and Development: what’s on 
the menu?, took food security as its central theme. 
What roles do small farmers and multinational com-
panies play in the global food economy? How can the 

a DECaDE OF DEBatE:  
10 yEaRS OF “DEBatIng DEvELOPMEnt”

financial sector and technology help feed 9 billion 
people in the future? these were among the many 
questions addressed by internationally-renowned 
speakers such as Vandana Shiva (environmental ac-
tivist, navdanya), louise o. Fresco (opinion maker 
on food issues, university of Amsterdam) and Mark 
post (professor of Vascular physiology and inventor 
of the ‘test tube burger’,  Maastricht university). 
Four junior researchers from IoB, supervised by pro-
fessor Danny Cassimon, put together the debates, 
selected the speakers and picked out the underly-
ing course materials. this year, too, the event was 
supported by the Flemish Interuniversity Council 
(VlIR-uoS) and the university Foundation for De-
velopment Cooperation (uSoS). Altogether, about 
500 people attended one or more of the debates and 
about 100 university of Antwerp students took the 
course for study credits.     
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Active and intense cooperation with academic and 
development partners in the South has been a long
tradition at IoB. this cooperation takes places in a variety 
of forms and countries.

Long-term Institutional Partners in DR Congo 
and nicaragua
As part of our long-term institutional partnership with the 
université Catholique du Congo (uCC), Kinshasa, IoB has 
continued to coordinate the VlIRuoS-IuC programme 
on “Decentralisation and local Development”, setting 
up a variety of initiatives designed to provide academic 
support in cooperation with the universities of Ghent and 
leuven. In 2013, the programme provided space to work 
and publish on policy evaluation of two key Congolese 
governmental projects:  the abolition of school fees and 
the introduction of the guichet unique (one stop shop) at 
the customs border. Four phD students started work on 
different topics related either to administrative or to de 
facto decentralisation. A digital platform was set up to 
connect the uCC to a variety of digital scientific libraries 
worldwide. the programme did suffer quite dramatically 
from a temporary standstill in project funding, however, 
as a consequence of the Flemish federal government’s 
proposal to cut the budget for federal academic 
cooperation. 

In nicaragua, long-term institutional cooperation 
with the universidad Centroamericana continued 
under the flag of the Flemish Interuniversity Council’s 
own Initiative project, “Generating Knowledge and 
Strengthening Synergies for Rural Development”. Several 
joint local and international publications were realised 
on microfinance, payments for environmental services, 

trans-local livelihoods and agricultural value chains and 
a joint book is in preparation. on 15 August, our research 
partner, the nitlapán Institute, celebrated its 25th 
anniversary together with its spin-off, the microfinance 
organisation Fondo de Desarrollo local, which turned 
20. At the academic session, Johan Bastiaensen gave the 
keynote lecture “From Microfinance plus to territorial 
pathways with Microfinance and other Services”. During 
the celebration, professors Stefaan Marysse and Johan 
Bastiaensen both received formal recognition, from the 
nitlapán Institute and the Fondo de Desarrollo local 
respectively, for their contributions to the organisations’ 
success. 

A joint paper, which develops a human capability 
perspective on nitlapán’s territorial approach to rural 
development, was presented by nitlapán director,  
Rene Mendoza, at the Annual Conference of the 
International Human Capability Association organised  
at the universidad Centroamericana in Managua  
(9-12 September 2013). In December 2013, Juan Carlos 
polvorosa (lecturer in the Department of economics, uCA) 
successfully concluded his IoB phD in the university 
of Antwerp’s Faculty of Applied economics. Gert Van 
Hecken, an FWo post-doc researcher who started his 
research project on payments for environmental services 
in november 2013, will collaborate extensively with the 
nitlapán Institute, which has been involved in several 
pilot peS programs in nicaragua. one scholar from the 
junior research programme of uSoS (the university of 
Antwerp’s Foundation for Development Cooperation), 
studying with uCA-nitlapán and VlIR-uoS, obtained 
her Master in Globalisation and Development at IoB and 
was reintegrated in nitlapán upon her return. Another 
of this programme’s scholars also started her Master at 

IOB in the global incomescape
Some highlights of 2013-14
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IOB - Uganda
Six new research projects, 
coordinated by VLIRUOS-
research platforms in 
governance and insecurity

Lorenz-curve of global income inequality in 2005
The bottom billion of the world population has to make do with 1,2% of global income
The top billion takes a share of 75% of global income.
Own calculations on the basis of WYD-data constituted by Branko Milanovic, http://go.worldbank.org/IVEJIU0FJO0
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Johan Bastiaensen receives a formal recognition by ing. Luís Lacayo, chair of the Fondo de Desarrollo Local (FDL).
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UN base in Congo in area affected by the Lord’s 
Resistance Army. ©Kristof Titeca Bert Ingelaere doing field research in Burundi: establishing a timeline of events. ©Bert Ingelaere

IoB in September 2013. Finally, in 2013 we also engaged in 
the systematic review and planning of our multi-faceted 
cooperation with the universidad Centroamericana, 
which involved self-evaluation processes both at uA 
(uSoS and IoB) and at uCA, as well as a mission from 
external expert professor José Juan Romero (professor 
emeritus universidad de loyola, Spain). this process 
corroborated the mutual satisfaction of uA and uCA in the 
achievements of our long-term institutional cooperation, 
but also generated new ideas for supporting uCA in its bid 
to become a research university. A plan for the next phase 
of our cooperation is expected during 2014. 

 
Participation in institutional university 
cooperation 

•	 Bukavu
 our long-term cooperation with the université 

Catholique de Bukavu (uCB), which is part of a VlIR 
IuC cooperation project coordinated by the Katholieke 
universiteit leuven, involves both research and teaching. 
In 2013, joint field research carried out in the context 
of the CeGeMI project (Centre d’expertise en Gestion 
Minière) resulted in three contributions to Conjonctures 
Congolaises as well as three international publications. 
three uCB staff joined IoB as research fellows (March-
April), while two uCB staff continued their phD research 
at IoB and one uCB staff member started an IoB Master 
in Governance and Development. Marijke Verpoorten and 
Klara Claessens also taught courses in uCB’s Master in 
public Administration and Development programme. 

•	 Ecuador	
 Germán Calfat is team leader of the VlIR IuC project 

‘International Migration and local Development’, an IoB 
collaboration with the universidad de Cuenca. last year, 
the main activities of the joint research team included the 
analysis and further extension of the  MIMM (Migration 
Impact Monitoring Mechanism), with qualitative 

research complementing the study of the census data 
collected in Sigsig in the province of Azuay. Furthermore, 
data collection was also completed for the study of 
parental migration, which aims to understand mobility 
and absence in family life and especially its impact on 
the wellbeing of children left behind. the  preliminary 
results of this study have been presented at various 
conferences and workshops in europe and ecuador. Also 
central among the project’s activities was the start of new 
research on the factors influencing the success or failure 
of returned migrants and their entrepreneurial activities.  
Finally, 2013 also saw the introduction of a new research 
line related to the study of discriminatory practices 
against Colombian refugees in the city of Cuenca. 
Research cooperation activities have been initiated with 
the pontíficia universidad Católica de Quito (puCe) and 
a formal cooperation agreement is now only awaiting the 
green light from the legal departments.

•	 Burundi
 Since 2011, IoB has been acting as the coordinating 

institution for the VlIR IuC collaboration with the 
university of Burundi (coordinator: Filip Reyntjens). 
this programme has an annual budget of €450 000 
and centres around five projects: support for education 
and research in basic sciences; community health; 
rural development and food security in the provinces of 
Kayanza and ngozi; support for expertise in the Faculty of 
law in the areas of good governance and the rule of law; 
and new information and communication technologies. 
together with other long-term institutional partnerships 
in DR Congo, this programme enables IoB to strengthen 
its networks in the African Great lakes Region.

VlIRuos research platforms in uganda

last year saw the birth of two VlIR-uoS-funded research 
platforms in uganda, one on Governance and one on 
Insecurity. the two platforms aim to bring ugandan and 
Flemish researchers together in order to enhance the 
knowledge base and scientific capacity of the academic 
communities in uganda and Flanders and to conduct 
high-standard, policy-relevant research on governance 
and public policy issues as well as on food, health and 
environmental insecurity topics. Four of the Governance 
platform projects and one of the Insecurity projects have 
IoB supervisors at the helm.

Kristof titeca and ugandan supervisor tenywa Aloysius  
Malagala (Gulu university) are taking the lead in the 
‘Governance and post-conflict reconstruction in northern 
uganda’ teAM project. northern uganda has been 
ravaged by war for the last two decades, and despite 
having known peace since the year 2005, conflict has been 
a defining characteristic of uganda politics and society. 

the reconstruction process is equally important but is 
being affected by a range of governance problems, which 
remain poorly understood. this teAM project will generate 
better knowledge and also contribute to sustainable 
peace-building by disseminating the results to the relevant 
policy actors and communities. Additionally, in a SoutH 
initiative, titeca is working together with Mesharch 
Katusiimeh (uganda Christian university) to explore the 
extent to which a partnership for ‘urban governance in 
Kampala’ could lead to a joint research agenda and the 
setting up of larger collaborative research projects and phD 
research in the future. 

Meanwhile, nadia Molenaers and nathalie Holvoet 
are joining forces with the uganda Christian university 
(supervisor Mesharch Katusiimeh) to learn more about the 
impact of accountability mechanisms on service delivery 
and how those mechanisms are affected by local politics. 

two phD students, Robert tabora and Martin Kizito, 
will research sub-questions related to the overall topic. 
Findings will be broadly disseminated among domestic 
accountability actors. Closely linked to this project, a South 
Initiative will start in 2014 with tom De Herdt as the Flemish 
supervisor (ugandan supervisor: pamela Mbabazi, MuSt), 
focusing on effective service delivery and, more specifically, 
gauging whether decentralisation in uganda has lived up to 
its promise of rendering service delivery more efficient. 
Another South Intitiative that will start in 2014 with Filip 
Reyntjens as the Flemish supervisor (ugandan supervisor: 
tom ogwang, MuSt) will research the need for finding 
durable solutions for old refugee case-loads in nakivale 
settlement in Mbarara district.
Finally, a South Initiative led by nathalie Holvoet and Viola 
nilah nyakato (MuSt) will address intra-household time 
allocation and the effect it has on food and health security 
among rural communities.   
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FInAnCIAl 
oVeRVIeW

As external research funding is not integrated in the 
regular budget, the overview of IoB’s financial and 
budgetary performance for 2013 addresses the two items 
separately. 
 
the table below provides an overview of the regular budget 
outturn for 2013 compared to the previous year’s results. 
the basic annual endowment from the Flemish Government 

total effective expenditures amounted to approximately 
€2.5 million. personnel costs represented the main share 
of regular budget expenditures; in total, these amounted 
to about €1.9 million in 2013, around €150 000 less than 
budgeted. this difference between budget and outturn 
occurred because certain vacancies – including tenured 
academic staff (ZAp), assistant academic staff (AAp) and 
post-doc personnel categories –  were not filled according 
to the original budgeted timing. operating expenses 
added about €0.6 million, again around €150 000 less than 
budgeted. Besides prudent budget management, this 
difference is mainly due to the underutilisation of a budgetary 
allowance that activates some of the institute’s historical 
reserves in order to provide temporary bridging funds to 
promising staff members who have recently finished a phD 
(before switching to more permanent positions).   

overall, effective income and expenditures amount to a net 
budgetary surplus of around €170 000 in 2013, much better 
than the budgeted deficit of €110 000 aimed at reducing 
reserves. this surplus adds to the substantial historical 
reserves of the institute, which now amount to about  
€2.4 million as of the end of 2013. 

Apart from its regular income, IoB also attracts additional 
income from a broad range of external sources. Figure 1 
combines the data on external research funding registered 
by the university of Antwerp’s Research Coordination and 
Administration Department with the research component 

provides the lion’s share of the regular budget, amounting 
to almost €2.2 million in 2013. the university of Antwerp 
adds a matching annual endowment, totalling €220,000 
in the same year. other miscellaneous regular income 
sources – including the VlIR scholarship administration 
fees, exempted payroll taxes and student tuition fees – add 
approximately €250,000. total actual regular income for 
2013 amounted to almost €2.7 million, which is very close to 
budget.  

2012 2013

Budgeted Actual Budgeted Actual %

Income:
Core funding Flemish Government 2,159,000 2,165,000 2,198,000 2,184,000 99%
uA funding 240,000   240,000 220,000 220,000 100%
other miscellaneous income 236,000 263,987          249,000 250,607          100%

exempted payroll taxes 110,000  144,221 120,000  119,220 100%

scholarship administration fee 94,000 80,173 94,000 101,384 108%

total income 2,635,000 2,668,987 2,667,000 2,654,607 99%

expenditure:
personnel costs 2,101,087                 2,123,024 2,055,000                 1,903,381 93%

tenured academic staff 875,453    895,017 871,000    814,561 94%
other academic staff 820,545 814,736 792,000 662,223 84%
Support staff 405,089  413,271 392,000 426,597 109%

operating expenses 766,500 513,649  722,000 581,918 67%

total expenditure 2,876,587 2,636,673 2,777,000     2,485,299 92%

net result - 232,587 37,314 - 110,000 169,308

tABle 1. BuDGetARy ImplementAtIon 
In 2012 AnD 2013 (In euR)

of IuC projects, where IoB staff participate as project 
leaders. As Figure 5 highlights, total additional external 
funding amounted to  more than €1 million in 2013. Most 
external research and service delivery funding comes from 
the (federal) government in the form of VlIR-uoS projects 
and programmes executed with partner institutes in the 
north or South. In 2013, we also witnessed a considerable 
increase in funding from Research Foundation–Flanders 
(FWo) in the form of pre-doc and post-doc scholarships.   

FIGuRe 5. eVolutIon oF exteRnAl FunDInG  
FoR ReseARch AnD seRVIce DelIVeRy
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* Source: based on uAntwerp Research Coordination and Administration 
Department data and own project data (see also excel file)

An Vermeesch, our financial 
administrator, with Viola Nyakato 
(MUST), South promotor of the 
VLIR-UOS South Initiative.
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people  
@ IoB

BAstIAensen 
johan

100%
senior lecturer

Reyntjens   
Filip

100%
full professor

cAlFAt 
German

100%
lecturer

cAssImon  
Danny

100%
professor

De heRDt 
tom

100%
senior lecturer

holVoet 
nathalie

100%  
senior lecturer

molenAeRs   
nadia

100%
lecturer

teAchInG stAFF

VAnDeGInste 
stef

20%  
lecturer

VeRpooRten 
marijke

100%   
lecturer

clAessens  
Klara

100%  
researcher

esseRs  
Dennis

100%  
researcher

FRAncKen  
nathalie

50%  
post-doctoral 
researcher

GAGIAno  
Anna

100%  
researcher

Geenen  
sara

100%  
researcher

GIlDemyn  
marie

100%  
researcher

InBeRG  
liesbeth

100%  
researcher

InGelAeRe  
Bert

100%  
post-doctoral 
researcher

jAcoBs  
Bert

100%  
researcher

Kuppens  
Miet

100%  
researcher

luKAch  
Ruslan

20%  
post-doctoral 
researcher

De 
mAesschAlcK 
Filip

100%  
researcher

ABAInzA 
loresel

100%  
researcher

smets  
lodewijk

100%  
researcher

DewAchteR 
sara

30% 
post-doctoral 
researcher

ReseARch stAFF

Bureau: 
• Chair: tom De Herdt  
• Chair education Commission: 

nathalie Holvoet  
• Chair Research Commission:  

Filip Reyntjens  
• Representative Research Staff:  

Sara Geenen
• Representative Support Staff:  

Hugo De Craen

Commissions and committees  
chair persons: 
• phD commission: Johan Bastiaensen 
• Social committee: nadia Molenaers 
• library committee: Danny Cassimon 
• It commission: Karel Verbeke 

Library: 
• librarian: Hans De Backer 

Secretariats: 
• Management secretariat and 

communication: Hugo de Craen 
• Research secretariat: Joëlle Dhondt,  

Katleen Van pellicom, patricia 
Franck 

• Financial secretariat: An Vermeesch 
• Flemish Interuniversity cooperation 

with DR Congo and Burundi: Marjan 
Vermeiren 

master programmes: 
• Student secretariat:  

Greet Annaert, nicole Dierckx
• Social service: Greet Annaert 
• Quality assurance: Marleen Baetens 
• Alumni and promotion:  

Sara Dewachter 

huyBRechs 
Frederic 

100%  
researcher

De RoecK 
mathias

100%  
researcher

stoop  
nik

100%  
researcher



r
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staff joining in 2013

• 1 April, paul Haesaerts replaced Joëlle Dhondt 
at the research secretariat and Hugo De Craen 
at the management secretariat.

•  1 August, Sebastian Van Hoeck replaced Sara 
Dewachter for alumni and promotion.

• 1 September, Mathias De Roeck as a research 
assistant.

• 1 october, loresel Abainza as a research 
assistant.

• 1 october, Filip De Maesschalck as a research 
assistant.

• 1 october, Gert Van Hecken as a post-doctoral 
research assistant. 

•  1 December, Miet Kuppens as a research 
assistant.

staff leaving in 2013

• 30 April, Wim Hoskens, quality assurance. 

• 30 September, Griet Steel as a post-doctoral 
researcher

• 30 october, Hugo De Craen, Management 
secretariat and communication

• 1 December, Wim Marivoet as a research 
assistant.

VeRBeKe  
Karel

80%  
researcher

wAGemAKeRs 
Inge

100%   
researcher

wInteRs 
nanneke

100%   
researcher

ReseARch stAFF

AnnAeRt  
Greet

80% 
social & student 
secretariat

hosKens  
wim

50% 
quality assurance

FRAncK  
patricia

50% 
Research 
secretariat

BAetens 
marleen

50%  
quality assurance

De BAcKeR 
hans

100%  
librarian

DewAchteR 
sara

50% 
alumni & 
promotion

De cRAen  
hugo

100% 
managment & 
communication

DhonDt  
joëlle

100%  
research 
secretariat

DIeRcKx  
nicole

50% 
Student 
secretariat

suppoRt stAFF

VeRmeesch  
An

100%   
Financial 
secretariat

VAn Aelst 
Katrien 

100%  
researcher

tItecA  
Kristof

100%  
post-doctoral 
researcher

IOB staff’s parking lot. Caring for our planet.

VAn pellIcom
Katleen

100%  
Research 
secretariat

VeRmeIRen 
marjan

100%  
Flemish 
Interuniversitary 
coopeartion

VAn hecKen 
Gert

100%  
post-doctoral 
researcher

hAesAeRts 
paul

100%   
secretariat

VAn hoecK 
sebastian

50%  
Alumni & 
promotion
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In memoriam: 
Daniël Van Den Bulcke
(1939-2014)

While in Mumbai, India, where he was participating in a 
conference on emerging technologies and development, 
professor Daniël Van Den Bulcke learned the bad news  
about the illness that would eventually cause his death on  
8 January 2014. professor Van Den Bulcke became a full time 
faculty member at the Institute of Development policy and 
Management in 1985 and went on to serve as the Institute’s 
chair from 1996 to 2001. He also lectured at the Faculty of 
Applied economics, the Institute of transport and Maritime 
Management (ItMMA) and the Antwerp Management 
School (AMS). He was programme director of the Master in 

Globalisation and economic 
Development at IoB until his 
retirement in 2004, even after 
which he remained very active 
both in teaching and research. 
professor Van Den Bulcke 
was a renowned academic 
expert in international 
business and highly respected 
among his peers for his many 
contributions to the academic 
development of the field. He 
truly embodied the belief 
that increased international 
exchange can make the world 
a better place.
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