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appreciated the commitment of these scholars to “building their
case” with sheer depth of their data, and establishing that these
Were not unconventional cases, but rather more normative that
traditional histories acknowledged.

Questions that framed al] three conferences include: What
level of access and understanding of Latin did nuns have and
how did they use Latin in concert with vernacular texts? When
and where did nuns use vernacular languages as a means of
access to books? What are the differences in writing ability
across the different vernaculars? How did nuns’ use of language
change over time and place and by religious order? Which
surviving manuscripts show evidence of nuns as readers, patrons,
or copyists? What books were nuns, writing, as opposed to
reading, copying, or exchanging? Framing these and other
questions has served this project well, Essays explore nuns’
education, manuscript  creation, visual arts, and textual
interactions with broader culture.

Among some examples, Blanton and Scheck began their
work on Leoba with Hild, establishing that Leoba had entered a
culture of learning, which she brought with her to northern
Europe. While the rich culture of Helfta is better known,
Wiethaus explores collaborative literacy practices, pedagogy,
and ftraining of her teachers. The Augustinian canonesses of
Brussels were a major center of book production, and Stoop
reminds us that in order to become a canoness, a command of
Latin and “things liturgical” was required. She demonstrates the
breadth of their command of Latin as well as the extent that they
were able to find local sources in the vernacular with which to
work. Knox explores the vast educational mission of the
Dominican nuns from Ireland to Spain that included construction
of bibliotecas and scriptoria, in a context where these nuns
brought their educational and literary traditions from Ireland to
Spain.

Winston-Allen explores extensive evidence of nuns and
manuscript illumination. Schlotheuber explores the extensive
correspondence of nunps demonstrating their dense network of
connections. Legal agency expressed through documents created
by nuns is explored. My list of this impressive work could go on,
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