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• Centers implementing the further diagnostics 

stage of the Cervical Cancer screening program,

• 109 centers in 16 voivodeships.
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• "Where to get treatment ?" is a Internet search 

engine for places where every patient can receive 

medical assistance under universal health 

insurance,

• here you can find information about the addresses, 

telephone numbers, locations and opening hours of 

facilities that carry out tests as part of prevention

programs,

• additionally, each patient who receives a positive 

screening result is getting a list of colposcopy units 

in her voivodeship that implement the further 

diagnostic stage of the program.
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Regulation of the Minister of Health on 

guaranteed benefits under health programs

Cervical cancer prevention program

Scope of guaranteed

benefits

Conditions for providing guaranteed benefits

Beneficiaries Healthcare providers

Further diagnostics 

stage – colposcopy or 

colposcopy with 

targeted sampling

and histopathological

examination. 

1. Qualification criteria

Referral from the basic

stage of the program. 

2. Exclusion from the 

program 

Referral (outside the 

program) for further

diagnosis or treatment in 

the event of diagnosis of 

cervical cancer or other

disease requiring

specialist treatment in 

oncology. 

1. Mode of providing

- Outpatient services. 

2. Conditions required from healthcare

providers: 

1. staff: 

a) Physician specialist in 

obstetrics and gynecology

or 

b) Gynecological oncology

specialist, or

c) A doctor with first-degree

specialization in obstetrics

and gynecology, with 

documented skills in 

performing colposcopic

examinations;

1. Medical equipment and apparatus:

a) Colposcope, 

b) Set for taking samples; 

2. Other requirements: 

a) Ensuring access to 

histopathological tests

b) In case of a diagnosis of cancer, 

it is required to report positive

test results to the regional cancer

register. 
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National Oncology Strategy (NSO)

• Multi-annual program for 2020-2030 introducing comprehensive changes in Polish oncology,

• introduction of mandatory certification and periodic evaluation of colposcopists' skills, 

• consistent with the provisions of the NSO,

• point 12.5 "Until the end of 2024, we will maintain voluntary training programs (voluntary certification of 

colposcopists),

• point 12.6 "From 2025, we will introduce mandatory certification of colposcopists (...)".
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• This year, the Central Coordinating Center (CCC) of the Cervical Cancer 

Screening Program in Poland sent a proposal for a new Program 

formula based on HPV HR molecular diagnostics to the Ministry of 

Health. 

• The document was developed by the CCC team under the leadership of 

MD, PhD, Andrzej Nowakowski and includes, among other things, a 

description of the functioning of the expert stage of further diagnostics 

and treatment, including qualification for colposcopy, colposcopy itself, 

excision and ablation procedures in a new screening model based on 

the HPV HR test. 

• At the same time, the document includes guidelines for quality control of 

colposcopic centers and the method of certification. 
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KPI included in the new Program formula based on HPV HR 

molecular diagnostics

23.11.2023 Page 7

https://efcolposcopy.eu/

http://www.nio.gov.pl/


www.nio.gov.pl

Certification conducted by the National Research Institute 

of Oncology

• Since 2019, the National Research Institute of Oncology has had a platform for the certification of colposcopists.

• The website was financed by the Minister of Health as part of a multi-year NSO program in order to improve the 

quality of screening tests carried out in Poland.

• The aim of the project is to evaluate and certify the skills of doctors performing colposcopic examinations as part 

of the further diagnostics stage of the cervical cancer prevention program.

• All materials included on the platform have been analyzed by experts in the field of colposcopy in order to 

maintain the highest level of the project.

• Participation in the certification is free of charge.
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• The participant receives information about his/her result compared to other participants in the form of an anonymous 

ranking list. 

• The participants' task is to read the clinical descriptions and attached colpophotograms and then answer the 

questions. The total time to respond to up to 30 case sets is 7 days from the time you manually add the test to your 

user account.

• The platform also offers an educational panel that allows you to check and expand your knowledge in the field of 

colposcopy, giving you the opportunity to verify your skills before proceeding to certification or training after 

completing the course.

• Recertification for doctors working in organized program is obligatory once every 2 years*.

• 5-15% of colposcopists at the bottom of the ranking list are required to complete documented training and then take 

the exam againin the next session, depending on the difficulty of the test*. 

• achieving an unsatisfactory level of recertification twice is equivalent with temporary exclusion from work in organized

program until a positive result is achieved in the next edition of certification/recertification*. 

*assumptions in mandatory certification
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Home page, platform at https://kolposkopia.nio.gov.pl/
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User panel, example of exam question
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• Since 2020, 3 editions of the exam have been conducted. 

• 61 doctors participated. 

• We are currently preparing to summarize the 4th edition at the end of 2023.
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Thank you for your attention

*and special thanks to Aneta Szczęsna for helping in preparing the presentation

Contact details: 

julia.jankun@nio.gov.pl,

aneta.szczesna@nio.gov.pl.
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