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Cervical Cancer Screening in Poland

1. Opportunistic
2. Organised (active) 2006/2007 until 2015 – Invitations stopped by the decision 

of the Ministry of Health (costs, problems with access to personal data, not 
cost-efficient?) – 1) cytology every 3 years 2) age 25-64(59)

3. Mixed – huge test consumption

Organised programme – only partially adherent to European Guidelines





Coverage of the organised screening programme

~ 26-14-%

Causes

• „Competition” with private and 
reimbursed opportunistic screening

• Low reimbursement (Lower than 
opportunistic reimbursed)

• More time and labour-consuming – fully 
registered data

• No central registry of opportunistic tests
• Women’s preference and confidence to 

private care
• Low confidence of women for reimbursed 

care
• Low interest of gynaecologists in the 

programme 



Declared coverage – Eurostat data based on Central Office for Statistics data
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Opportunistic vs organised screening – the 
example of Slovenia



Cytology vs HPV vs Cotesting
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Cytology vs HR HPV testing







HPV-based
CC screening 

in Europe
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HPV HR in CC 
screening

•Pilot evaluation 
before 

implementation

•Only in organised 
screening



HPV HR pilot study
(HIPPO project: HPV Testing In Polish POpulation-based 

Cervical Cancer Screening Program)



• Primary endpoint – CIN2+ detection rate in both arms and 
detection rate ratios between the arms









National Strategy for Oncology – 
Cancer Plan for Poland

Introduction of HPV-based screening 
in Poland - 2024



Proposed screening 
algorythm for women 25-29

Colposcopy 
clinic



New edition of HPV-based organised 
screening programme – proposal for the 

Ministry of Health

Działanie 11.1 Narodowej Strategii Onkologicznej:

W 2024 r. wprowadzimy do Programu profilaktyki raka szyjki 
macicy test HPV-DNA
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Organisation of CC screening - proposals

• Wide access to screening – gynaecological clinics, private offices and 
centres, midwives at family medicine centres, vaginal sampling, self-
sampling

• Central database/IT system – integration with opportunistic screening
• Quality assurance at each step – KPI etc.
• Return to Invitations
• Central and regional coordination
• Fale-safe system – active capture of positive screening results by 

regional colposcopy units
• Free-of-charge certification for cytomorphologists and colposcopists



Thanks for your attention

andrzej.nowakowski@nio.gov.pl



ASIR – 5.93

Polish National Cancer Registry Data 2020

Cervical cancer incidence in Poland



Cervical cancer mortality in Poland

ASMR – 3.69

Polish National Cancer Registry Data 2020
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Wprowadzenie programu
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