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Background

• trust in immunisation in general very high

• just coming out of third lockdown

• school closures

• 20th March 2020 – some back in June - full return in September 2020

• 5th January 2021- return 8th March 2021

• supportive media

• important to maintain the routine programme

• impact of other vaccine programmes
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Programme

• school immunisation teams

• girls since 2008

• MSM since 2018

• boys since 2019

• currently offering Gardasil 4

• large portfolio of supportive resources

• vaccine delivered through –

• schools

• HIV and GUM clinics

• primary care (for ‘catch up’)
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JCVI advice 
20 October 2020
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The committee advises that the priority for the delivery of the 
routine HPV immunisation programme is for all eligible children to receive 
at least the first dose of the HPV vaccine. This includes prioritising the 
catch up of those who failed to get the first dose due to school closures. 
Evidence strongly indicates that one dose of HPV vaccine will provide 
protection in the short to medium term.

The committee considers that the interval between the first and second 
dose can be extended by a number of years without compromising 
protection or the boosting effect of the second dose. Delivery or catch up 
of the second dose should be considered at the appropriate time, for 
example alongside the teenage boosters, when circumstances support this 
according to local planning of immunisation services.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/delivery-of-the-hpv-vaccine-and-impact-of-school-closures-statement-from-the-jcvi/joint-committee-on-

vaccination-and-immunisation-statement-on-the-delivery-of-the-hpv-vaccine



Impact of the pandemic

• 64.7% of Year 9 females completed the 2-dose HPV 

vaccination course in 2019/20, compared with 83.9% in 

2018/19.

• HPV vaccine coverage for the priming dose in 2019/20 

was 59.2% in Year 8 females (compared with 88.0% in 

2018/19) and 54.4% in Year 8 males

• this aligns with other adolescent vaccinations and that 

boys data not wildly different than that for girls

• likely to be an underestimate as not captured all 

‘recovery’ activity
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/927694/hpr1920_HPV-vc.pdf

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F927694%2Fhpr1920_HPV-vc.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJoanne.Yarwood%40phe.gov.uk%7C9a7883900c2242a2e03008d8f2b32191%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C637526198455217286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ljludSkF6BrZhyPLmv5xQIeBro%2F5KGysk6yMdqayvhM%3D&reserved=0


Interim actions
Lots of actions on part of local teams to continue with offer during the pandemic 

observing a COVID-19 safe approach
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Recovery
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Thanks to NHS EI colleagues for their contribution to this slide

• NHS school-aged providers have been asked to catch up 
outstanding HPV doses and most remain on track to ensure 
recovery of HPV school aged programmes by the 31 August 2021.

• NHS school-aged providers were asked to ensure those eligible 
had the first dose of HPV (and any other missed vaccines where 
relevant) before offering the second dose of HPV, as per JCVI 
guidance

• NHS England and Improvement have reinforced governance 
structures to support regions to deliver missed vaccinations as 
soon as possible

• fortnightly National Immunisation Network teleconferences
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