
*	 Deze lezingenavond wordt voorafgegaan door drie andere lezingen in de reeks 	
‘Refugee Lives / Levens op de vlucht’ van CeMIS. Informatie en inschrijven via de website van CeMIS

Cosmologies of Destinations: Roots and Routes of Eritrean Forced Migration towards Europe (22 februari) 

Questioning Europe in 4D: Digitization, Data, Discrimination & Diversity (8 maart)

The Gendered Experiences of Syrian Refugees in Belgium (13 maart)

Moral Cosmopolitanism and Everyday Life 
by Robin Vandevoordt, post-doctoral research fellow, CeMIS and OASeS

Every day again our screens are flooded with stories urging us to care, speak or act 
upon the problems of people from around the globe. The simple amount of moral 
claims reaching us on a daily basis, however, makes it impossible to respond to each of 
those claims as we would in real life. At the heart of our contemporary moral condition 
therefore lies the burning question of how we deal with these ‘distant others’ and 
the moral appeals they express towards us. Under which conditions do individuals 
and groups, that are physically and socially distant from each other, engage in moral 
relations? How do they make sense of these encounters and respond to them through 
affects, discourses and actions? Robin Vandevoordt explores these questions by 
examining the (non-)emergence of moral relations between Belgian citizens and 
Syrian refugees. 

Caring from a Distance: Relational Intelligence for Spiritual Care amid Religious Plurality
by Kathleen Greider, Professor of Practical Theology, Spiritual Care, and Counseling, Claremont School of Theology

Caring can happen from a distance, in this case, the distance created by our differences 
with respect to religion, theology, and spirituality. Discussions about care are often 
based on assumptions that it is our similarities, closeness and agreements that make 
caring connection possible. This lecture acknowledges the value of our similarities for 
care and the necessity to seek similarities when striving for connection. At the same time, 
the reality of religious differences (like other forms of cultural particularity) requires 
that we move into other terrain. Differences related to religion frequently create gaps 
between us that arguably are not bridgeable, and yet the value of care remains. The 
lecture explores how caring connection can and does happen even when it cannot be 
founded on our likeness with one another. 

Kathleen Greider is a theologian, investigating the interrelationship of personality and 
culture at the Claremont School of Theology. Her teaching, research and writing are in 
the areas of pastoral theology, care and counseling, psychology and religion and feminist 
and cultural analysis. Ordained by The United Methodist Church, she has clinical pastoral 
experience in the practice of parish ministry, spiritually-integrative psychotherapy, spiritual 
direction, in-patient mental health and hospital chaplaincy.
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Het Universitair Centrum Sint-Ignatius Antwerpen organiseert deze lezingenavond op dinsdag 21 maart 2017, 	
in samenwerking met Caritas Antwerpen/Cairos 	

en het Centrum voor Migratie en Interculturele Studies (CeMIS) van de Universiteit Antwerpen. 
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