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Artisanal   and  small-scale   gold mining (ASGM) has  a number  
of   environmental    and  health  effects, ranging  from 
mercury pollution over respiratory diseases to asphyxia. 
Yet   despite    these risks, hundreds of  thousands of people  
continue  working  and  living in the mines, as they (in)
directly  depend on them  for  their livelihoods. What  remains  
little   understood, is  whether the persistence  of  harmful  
mining practices is mostly  a matter of limited information, 
of limited resources (financial, material), of prioritization 
(trade-off between short-term economic gain and long-
term gains), of structurally unequal power relations, of bad 
governance or misguided government policies, or due to 
something else. As long as this is insufficiently understood, 
all proposed solutions risk to either not be adapted to the 
context, or not be accepted by local populations. Together 
with a CEGEMI team, we set up a participatory action research 
in one selected mine, Kamituga,  aiming  to  document  health  
and environmental effects, study their causes and possible 
solutions, and develop sensitization material that can be 
used by the miners to adopt better practices. 


