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Report of project 66: Comparative History of Literatures in European Lan-
guages

Dear Members of UAI.

As requested, | send you a report on Project 66: CHLEL, Coordinating Committee
for Comparative History of Literatures in European Languages for the year of
2018.

CHLEL is in a very prolific period of development. Below you will find a
text of presentation, including recent publications and new projects. At the end of
the letter, you will find our URLS and an overview over members and projects.

At the end, we also kindly ask for continued economic support of the pres-
tigious series of literary histories of CHLEL. This economic support is essential
to support the translation of contributions. To secure geographical and national
diversity, we include contributions from countries all over the world.

Text of presentation

The main aim of the committee is to coordinate the publication of comparative,
collaborative and experimental literary histories. We have four sub-series: a geo-
graphical, a period-oriented, a topic-oriented, and a problem-series. Books in the
first three series typically include 2-4 volumes, books in the last one include one
volume that focuses on one selected literary historiographical problem.

Criteria for acceptance of a project within any of our series is high level
academic quality, that the book contains a genuine new approach to a specific area
of literary history and that it builds on a comparative methodology. All volumes
are published with John Benjamins. We are committed to publish at least one vol-
ume each year. As the title of the committee hints we focus on literatures in Eu-
ropean languages, inside Europe and in the world.

This year we will hand in two manuscripts:
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Transculture: Contemporary Literature and Migration in Europe. Vol.
1. Eds. Fridrun Rinner, Myriam Gieser, Jeanne E. Glesener, Franca Sinopoli,
Sandra Vlasta and Helga Mitterbauer. This manuscript will be handed in within
the next couple of months.

Nordic Literature. A Comparative History, Vol. 2. Figural Modes. Eds.
Steven P. Sondrup, Mark B. Snabderg, Thoams A. DuBois and Dan Ringgaard.

We have the following ongoing projects:

- Landscapes of Realism. Rethinking Literary Realism(s) in Global Com-
parative Perspective. Principal editors, Dirk Gottsche, Margaret Higonnet,
Svend Erik Larsen and Robert Weninger. Proposed publication dates: Vol. 1:
2020, Vol. 2: 2021.

- Latin Literatures in Medieval and Early Modern Times inside and out-
side Europe, Ed. Francesco Stella, that focuses on 1000 years of Latin ‘cosmo-
politan’ culture in Europe. Proposed publication date: 2020 or 2021.

- A Comparative Literary History of Modern Slavery. Eds. Madeleine
Dobie, Mads Anders Baggesgaard and Karen-Margrethe Simonsen. Vol. 1: Slav-
ery, Emotions and Literature is expected to be published 2020. Two other vol-
umes on Slavery and Memory and Slavery and Literary Culture are planned for
later publication.

- A literary history of Writing Processes, ed. Dirk van Hulle.

- A Comparative Intermedial History of the Baroque Age. Eds. Massimo
Fusillo and Helga Mitterbauer.

- Nordic Literature. A Comparative History, Vol. 3. Temporal Modes.
Eds. Steven P. Sondrup, Mark B. Sandberg, Thomas A. DuBois and Dan Ring-
gaard.

We have an increased focus on literatures in European languages outside of Eu-
rope for instance in Africa and Latin America, an increased focus on the inter-
actions between literature in Europe and literature outside of Europe and on the
understanding of European literature seen in light of the consequences of glob-
alization, migration and transcultural influences. We also have a strong focus on
the literary object, its redefinition in a new digital era, its old and new media
forms, and relations to other aesthetic art forms and literature’s relation to liter-
ary culture.
In CHLEL we have members from 16 universities in Europe and America.

We have one meeting every year in changing locations. This year we are having
our meeting in connection with the XXII Congress of ICLA; Macau, China. We
are hosting a session on Time and Difference in Comparative World Literary His-
tory. (Chairs Haun Saussy (Chicago University) and Karen-Margrethe Simonsen

(Aarhus University)

URLs
General website:
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https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/projects/chlel/

Website of Publications at John Benjamins:
https://benjamins.com/catalog/chlel

MEMBERS OF CHLEL (as of January 2019)

OFFICERS

President: Ass. Professor Karen-Margrethe Lindskov Simonsen, Aarhus
University, litkms@dac.au.dk

Vice-President: Professor Mark Bennion Sandberg, Department of Scandi-
navian and Department of Film and Media, University of California, Berke-
ley, sandberg@berkeley.edu

Secretary: Professor Helga Mitterbauer, Chaire de Littérature allemande,
Département de Langues et Lettres, Université libre de Bruxelles

(ULB), helga.mitterbauer@ulb.ac.be

Treasurer: Professor Dirk Van Hulle, Department of Literature, University
of Antwerp, Belgium, dirk.vanhulle@uantwerpen.be

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Prof. Susana Isabel Arsénio Nunes Costa Araujo, FCT Senior Researcher
with teaching and management responsibilities (CEC, Faculty of Letters, Uni-
versity of Lisbon (FLUL), s.i.a.araujo@gmail.com

Prof. Peter Arnds, Professor of German and Italian, Head of Italian Studies,
Directo of the M.Phil Programme in Comparative Literature, Trinity College,
Dublin, ARNDSP@TCD.IE

Prof. Santanu Das, Professor of Modern Literature and Culture and Senior Re-
search Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford, santanu.das@kcl.ac.uk

Prof. Massimo Fusillo, Literary Criticism and Comparative Literature, Univer-
sita de I'Aquila, massimo.fusillo@gmail.com

Prof. Jeanne E. Glesener, Associate Professor for Luxembourgish Literatures
at the Institute of Luxembourgish Linguistics, Head of the Institute of Luxem-
bourgish Language and Literature, University of Luxem-

bourg, Jeanne.glesener@uni.lu

Prof. Dr Dirk Gottsche, Professor of German, Nottingham Univer-

sity, dirk.goettsche@nottingham.ac.uk

Prof. Stefan Helgesson, Professor of English Literary Studies, Department of
English, Stockholm University, stefan.helgesson@english.su.se

Prof. Margaret-Anne Hutton, Prof. of French and Comparative Literature /
Director of the Institute for Contemporary and Comparative Literature, Univer-
sity of St Andrews, mh80@st-andrews.ac.uk
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Prof. Paulo de Medeiros, Professor of Modern and Contemporary World L.it-
erature, Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies, Unviersity
of Warwick, P.de-Medeiros@warwick.ac.uk

Prof. Florian Mussgnug, Associate Professor in Italian and Comparative Lit-
erature Director, UCL Comparative Literature Programme, School of European
Languages, Culture and Society UCL, London, WC1E 6BT, United King-
dom, f.mussgnug@ucl.ac.uk

Prof. Dr. Birgit Neumann, Chair of Anglophone Literatures and Literary
Translation, University of Disseldorf, Birgit. Neumann@uni-duesseldorf.de
Prof. Galin Tihanov, Comparative Literature, Queen Mary University of Lon-
don, g.tihanov@gmul.ac.uk

PROJECT DIRECTORS AND ASSOCIATED EDITORS

A Comparative Literary History of Modern Slavery, Karen-Margrethe Simon-
sen, Aarhus University, litkms@cc.au.dk, Madeleine Dobie, Columbia Univer-
sity, mld2027 @columbia.edu, Mads Anders Baggesgaard, Aarhus Univer-
sity, litmab@cc.au.dk

The Literary History of Writing Processes, Dirk van Hulle, University of Ant-
werp, dirk.vanhulle@uantwerpen.be

A Comparative Intermedial History of Literature in tbe Barogue Age, Mas-
simo Fusillo, University of L’Aquila, massimo.fusillo@gmail.com, and Helga
Mitterbauer, University of Brussels, helga.mitterbauer@ulb.ac.be

Latin Literatures in Medieval and Early Modern Times inside and outside
Europe. A millennium history, Francesco Stella, Universita degli Studi di Si-
ena, Dipartimento di Filologia e Critica delle letterature antiche e moderne, Via
Roma 56, 53100 Siena - Italy, Tel. 0577 234855 (int. 4855), Fax 0577 234839

Nordic Literature, Steven Sondrup, Dept. of Comparative Literature, Brigham
Young University, USA, sondrup@byu.edu, steven.sondrup@gmail.com;
Mark Sandberg, Film Studies, University of California, Berkeley, USA, sand-
berg@berkeley.edu

Landscapes of Realism, Dirk Gottsche, University of Notting-
ham, dirk.goettsche@nottingham.ac.uk

Trans-Culture: Contemporary Literature and Migration in Europe, Fridrun
Rinner, Comparative Literature, Université Aix-Marseille, France, fridrun.rin-
ner@univ-amu.fr; Myriam Geiser, Département d’allemand, Université de
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Grenoble, France, myriam.geiser@univ-grenoble-alpes.fr; Jeanne E. Glesener,
Institut de langue et de littératures luxembourgeoises, Université du Luxem-
bourg, jeanne.glesener@uni.lu; Helga Mitterbauer, Département de Langues et
Lettres, Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium, helga.mitterbauer@ulb.ac.be;
Franca Sinopoli, Dipartimento di Italinaistica e Spettacolo, « La Sapienza »,
University of Rome, Italy, franca.sinopoli@uniromal.at; Sandra Vlasta, Guten-
berg-Institut flr Weltliteratur und schriftorientierte Medien, Allgemeine und
Vergleichende Literaturwissenschaft, Johannes Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz,
Germany, savlasta@uni-mainz.de

As mentioned, CHLEL is in a very productive period. We would like to thank
U.A.l. most sincerely for your past support.

SUPPORT

We kindly apply for support for the two upcoming years. We ask for 1500
EURO for year 2019 and 1500 EURO for year 2020. As mentioned at the be-
ginning of this letter, the money is essential to secure translations or language
revision of articles for the volumes.

Please let me know if you have questions or doubts. If you need a separate ap-
plication, let me know.

Kind regards

Karen-Margrethe Simonsen

President of CHLEL

Associate Professor of Comparative Literature

Director of the PhD Programme for Art, Literature and Cultural Studies
Aarhus University

Denmark
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