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An invitation to engage in 
science communication



Communicate to a 
general audience – why?
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Science Barometer 2022

 During the coronacrisis the faith in science of the 
flemish audience remained stable.

 63 % is interested in science

 75% confirm having trust in science 

 Almost 50% think that scientists do not make 
enough effort to communicate clearly



Great science does 
not speak for itself



Share your passion
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You have impact 

 Communicate your research outside of the 
academic worls

 Testify about the process of scientific research
 Restore or refirm faith in science and counter 

fake news
 Share your passion
 Enthuse children and young people 
 Be a role model
 …
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Chose your weapons wisely

• Podcasts
• Blog
• In front of a crowd
• With kids
• Minecraft mod
• Board game



We are looking for you …
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Dag van de 
Wetenschap
 Every year
 Next: Sunday 24 November 

2024
 For families and general 

audience
 +/- 40.000 visitors in Flanders
 Demos, workshops, lectures, 

board games, etc.
 Focus on all sciences !
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Lectures

 Spectrum 
 Wetenschap Centraal: science 

bars
 Kekulé series (bi-annual)

Tuesday evenings
 Pint of Science (13-15 May)
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Proefkot 

 STEM-Academy UAntwerp
 children 9 to 13 year
 8 workshops 
 Wednesday afternoon
 Thematic: space, the body, 

superpowers, etc.
 On campus
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Science @ Docville

 Film meets science
 Science Pitch 25 March Leuven
 3 UAntwerp candidates 
 Matching with directors
 At stake: documentary 
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FTI Final event

 Welcome to the future: 
innovation & technology
 23-24 March Sportpaleis & 

Lotto Arena Antwerp
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And also …

 Robocup Junior sequel
 Campus Curieus @MAS
 Children’s University on the 

road
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Citizen Science 
projects
 Isala
 Teek-a-Break
 Curieuzeneuzen
 Fuatilia Maji
 CLAIRE
 Ferme Pekes
 Knappe k(n)oppen
 Etc.



… and so are others



 Soapbox science
 Wetenschapsbattle
 Nerdland Festival
 Universiteit van Vlaanderen
 PhdCup
 Science Figured out / 

Wetenschap Uitgedokterd
 ikhebeenvraag.be



Nerdland Festival



We support you 
and your SciCom ideas



You are not on your own

Team Science Communication offers you
 Platforms
 Help & support 
 Education
 Inspiration



You really are not on your own

Department of communication
 press (contacts, releases)
 UAntwerp social media
 Magazine UAntwerpen
 Pintra blog

In your own faculty:
 social media
 activities for future students

You have each other
 blog or tweet

or podcast as a group
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PRESS>SPEAK 

 Annual presentation and 
writing contest @UAntwerp
 Phd-students & Postdocs
 Training sessions & contest
 Steppingstone to PhD Cup, 

Universiteit van Vlaanderen, 
Science Figured Out, etc.
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PRESS>SPEAK>Inspire 
 Inspirational afternoon for 

researchers @UAntwerp
 Best practices in scicom:

podcasts, video, storytelling, 
etc.
 Joint reflection on a theme:

citizen science, science and art, 
etc.
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Let’s Talk Science 

 3-day event on science 
communication
 For PhD of postdoc
 Together with all Flemish 

universities and university 
colleges
 Save the date: 2-3-4 July



Scicom as a profession

ERLNMYR – science deserves a stage (Ben Verhoeven)

Jacotte Brokken – digital creative and meteo woman

Angelique Van Ombergen – ESA, author and patron of Dag van de 
Wetenschap

Maxi Eckert – science journalist De Standaard newspaper

Julie De Smedt – science communication consultancy

Spelenderwijzer – workshops for schools, children and events (Patrik 
Claes)



Science Communication Team

wetenschapscommunicatie@uantwerpen.be
www.uantwerpen.be/wetenschap-voor-iedereen

www.facebook.com/uantwerpen.wetenschap
vooriedereen
FB community “The Incredible Art of Making
Science Public”

www.instagram.com/uantwerpen.wvi

@uantwerpen_wvi

      UAntwerpen – Wetenschap voor iedereen



Testimony: Isala – Let’s swab

https://vimeo.com/810056064

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F810056064&data=05%7C02%7CBarbara.Desle%40uantwerpen.be%7Cc0ed2e0218424598e53a08dc4420b458%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638460154456251398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gl8muKPWHDny9msvx3MN7e1CA05zQ7xcGc5c8euv0yQ%3D&reserved=0


Excercise

 How would you 
explain your 
research in 3 
sentences at a 
family party

 Try to think of 
an object that 
you might bring 
to help you



Thanks!

 Challenge
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