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Research ethics?
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Moral principles, norms for conducting research

 Legislation + guidelines
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Types of research

5

 Medical experiments: clinical trials, clinical studies
 Animal experiments
 Research in social sciences (surveys, interviews, focusgroups,…)
 Defence-related research projects
 Research with a risk of misuse
 Research in collaboration with ‘sensitive’ partners
 Respect for fundamental rights?
 Research security risks?
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Bias

- researchquestion /-proposal /-methodology
- participants
- Confirmation bias
- Positive-results bias



8

Voluntary participant

- Participants have the right to be informed

- Participants have the right to (withdraw) 
consent
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Vulnerable groups

- What are vulnerable groups?
= context-related

- Special attention for minors

- Special attention for animals
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Sensitive topics: Follow-up and 
incidental findings

- Sensitive topics = context related

- need for professional referral?

- Reporting Obligation?
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Potential for misuse

- Can your research results potentially be misused 
for unethical purposes if they end up in the 
wrong hands?
E.g.: interrogation techniques, surveillance techniques, 
facial recognition techniques, genetic manipulation 
(bacteria), virulence of pathogens, …
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Respect for human rights

- Could your research potentially contribute to 
human rights violations?

- Could a partner involved be directly or indirectly 
associated with human rights violations? For 
example: technological applications, Artificial 
Intelligence, pathogens or toxins, …

 VLIR Human Rights Assessment

https://vlir.be/nieuws/toepassing-van-de-mensenrechtentoets-door-de-vlaamse-universiteiten/
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Ethics dumping

- Conducting research in other countries to 
circumvent (strict) regulations

- Requesting ethical approval from a partner 
institution with less strict guidelines or simpler 
procedures
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The basics
• The wellbeing of human and animal participants 
• The wellbeing of the researchers
• Public/societal interests
• Respect for cultural heritage, human rights and environment
• Safety of individuals and groups with special attention for vulnerable 

groups and minors 
• The reputation of the research group, the faculty, the university and 

the practice of science as a whole

Ethics Code of Conduct

https://pintra.uantwerpen.be/bbcswebdav/orgs/UA_PP_DIENSTEN_ORGANOGRAM_UA007/20241004_Ethical%20code%20of%20conduct%20for%20scientific%20research%20at%20the%20University%20of%20Antwerp_update.pdf


Ethics Committees
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Committee for Medical 
Ethics UZA-UAntwerp 

Ethics Committee for the 
Social Sciences and 

Humanities

Ethics Committee for 
Animal Testing

Ethics Committee  for 
Misuse, Human Rights & 

Security (MiHRS)

ethisch.comite@uza.be eashw@uantwerpen.be ecd@uantwerpen.be mihrs@uantwerpen.be  
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