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What and why?
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▪ Free and open online access to academic 
output

▪ No financial, legal or technical barriers to 
accessing it

▪ Term usually encompasses written output

▪ Use permitted → Open license
▪ Reading

▪ Downloading

▪ Copying

▪ Use in education

▪ …

What exactly is Open Access? (OA)



Image: Unesco
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Why?

Practical answer:

1. Open Access Policy UA

2. Open Access Policy Funders

Additionally:

1. More transparency

2. Easier access to your work

3. More exposure
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“The UAntwerp OA policy implies that all 
UAntwerp authors are obliged to include 
the PDF of either the final author version or 
an open access publisher’s version when 
reporting a peer reviewed article for 
inclusion in the institutional repository.”

Submitted final author’s versions of journal 
articles will be made open access available 
according to the publisher copyright policy 
and/or the Belgian Open Access regulation.

The University of Antwerp Open Access Policy



How?
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How to publish in OA?
▪ Depending on output type:

▪ Journal Articles

▪ Preprints

▪ Books and book chapters

▪ Out of scope for this session:

▪ Open data

▪ Open notebooks

▪ Open code

▪ ...



How?

Journal articles



The publication process
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Traditional publishing

Preprints
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▪ Publishing involves costs:

▪ Website, platform, copy-edit, distribution, …

▪ The difference is who pays for it

▪ The author (‘Article Processing Charges’ = APC’s)

▪ The reader (subscriptions)

▪ Third parties (sponsoring, grants,…)

Publishing is not free!
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Things to check before submitting

• Any APC’s need to be payed after acceptance of the article

• BUT you need to know what the cost will be before submitting!

• So, before submitting:

• Check journal type (APC based? Free Open Access? Closed?)
• If a cost is involved, check with your promotor!

• Check licensing options

• Check reliability of the journal (non-predatory)!
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Journal Open Access types



Types of journals
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Types of journals
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APC’s



Types of journals – example
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Types of journals – example
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• Author has the right to publish Open 
Access

• When publicly funded (>= 50%)
• Scholarly articles, not 

books/chapters/proceedings in 
books/…

• Applies to the AAM, published version 
ONLY when agreed by publisher

• Original source has to be cited
• Embargo needs to be respected

• Publisher cannot oppose this
• Works retroactively
• Any link to Belgium (funding, scientist, 

institute)

Green OA – Belgian legislation
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Green Open Access

Figure: Thomas Shafee CC BY 4.0
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Green Open Access

Figure: Thomas Shafee CC BY 4.0
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Green Open Access

Journal rules

Belgian Open 
Access legislation

Figure: Thomas Shafee CC BY 4.0
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• https://repository.uantwerpen.be
• My account > create and/or connect an ORCID

• My bibliography > submit a publication

• Web of Science import
• Articles indexed in web of science are added automatically to the repository

• If the publisher’s version is not available or cannot (yet) be disclosed via the IR, the corresponding author, 
respectively the first UAntwerp author in line, will be asked to send a final peer reviewed author’s version to 
the helpdesk of the library.

• Retro-actively submitting PDF’s
Final author’s versions and/or publisher’s versions of publications published before 2014 can be imported into 
the institutional repository. The author sends a message with a PDF to the library helpdesk including an 
identification of the record to be completed.

How to upload your papers in the repository?

https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/library/research/publishing/academic-bibliography/


Rights Retention Strategy (RRS)

▪ Some funders, like Horizon Europe, need you to publish immediate OA

▪ RRS is developed by cOAlition S – based on simple principles

▪ The accepted manuscript = intellectual creation of the author 

▪ The author adds CC-BY license to accepted manuscript = claim ownership

▪ The publisher → no ownership of the accepted manuscript

▪ Publishers → can have the right to published version of the manuscript
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Rights Retention Strategy

▪ How?
1. Notify publisher when submitting

→ Example:
“This work was funded by the Εuropean Union under the Horizon Europe grant [grant number]. As set out in the Grant
Agreement, beneficiaries must ensure that at the latest at the time of publication, open access is provided via a
trusted repository to the published version or the final peer-reviewed manuscript accepted for publication under the
latest available version of the Creative Commons Attribution International Public Licence (CC BY) or a licence with
equivalent rights. CC BY-NC, CC BY-ND, CC BY-NC-ND or equivalent licenses could be applied to long-text formats.”

2. On publication: make accepted version Open Access in a repository with a CC-By 
license

3. Contact funder in case of disagreement
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Open licenses



Open Licenses

▪ An open license allows for reuse of the article

▪ In Gold, Hybrid and Diamond OA, this is usually the case

▪ Usually Creative Commons Licenses

▪ Publisher often gives you the option between some licenses

26
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Creative Commons Licenses

https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/



Licenses – example
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Licenses – example
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Open Licenses – Funder requirements
▪ Some funders require a specific license!

▪ Status in 2023 (ALWAYS CHECK!):
▪ Horizon Europe: 

▪ immediate OA (Green only with Rights Retention Strategy)
▪ No Hybrid journal APC’s will be funded
▪ CC BY (articles) 
▪ CC BY-NC OR CC BY-ND (monographs)

▪ Belspo:
▪ Green OA = ok
▪ CC BY (articles published OA)
▪ CC BY-NC-SA OR CC BY (monographs)

▪ FWO:
▪ No formal license, but in between the lines CC BY for articles
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Reliability of publishers
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Predatory journals

• Predatory journals trick you!

• Charge for publication without having the necessary 
quality assurance

• For example:

• No peer review

• Bad peer review

• Suddenly ask for higher publishing fee

• Don’t publish your paper at all

• …
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Predatory journals

thinkchecksubmit.org

Cabells blacklist → find it 
on the library databases 
page



How?

Preprints



The publication process
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Traditional publishing

Preprints



Preprints

Where?

▪ Preprint servers e.g. medRxiv, arXiv, bioRxiv, F1000, SSRN, …

▪ Google scholar

▪ Pubmed (preprint pilot 2020)

Be careful: Possibly different versions of 1 publication

▪ Reference list: state which version you’ve consulted!
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Our institutional repository now offers the possibility to publish the
metadata of your preprints

→ electronic CV

Preprints

37Source: https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/


Pro

▪ Faster distribution of research results

▪ Establishing priority

▪ Fosters Open Science

▪ Evidence of productivity and accomplishments
▪

▪ Increased visibility of research
▪

▪ Stimulates feedback and collaborations

Preprints

38Source: https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/


Con

▪ Lack of peer review: possibly dangerous or non-scientific content

▪ Be very careful when applying for a patent 

▪ Not all journals accept papers that have been submitted to a preprint
server → has become rare

▪ (Risk of misinterpretation and miscommunication)

Preprints

39Source: https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/


How?

Book publications



▪ Publishing a book Open Access for free is generally less easy, because e.g. 
the Belgian OA legislation does not support it (no Green OA)

▪ There are discipline-specific Diamond OA monograph publishers

▪ We do not have OA book publish deals at our university

Book Publications

41Source: https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/


▪ A nice overview to help you can be found at https://oabooks-toolkit.org/

Book Publications

42Source: https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/

https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/


Financing a publication



▪ Always discuss this with your promotor first!

▪ Free options: Green and Diamond Open Access

▪ Journals with APC’s:

▪ Special issues sometimes grant waivers

▪ We might have a publish deal, check: 
https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/library/research/publishing/open-access/open-
access-deals/

How to finance an Open Access publication?

44Source: https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/

https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/library/research/publishing/open-access/open-access-deals/
https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/


▪ Directory of Open Access Journals – https://doaj.org

▪ OpenDOAR – https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/

▪ Diamond Journal List – https://zenodo.org/record/4562828

▪ PlanS Journal Checker Tool – https://journalcheckertool.org/

▪ OA Book Toolkit – https://oabooks-toolkit.org/

Useful tools

45Source: https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/

https://doaj.org/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/
https://zenodo.org/record/4562828
https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/
https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/learning/sharing-preprints/


Need help?
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▪ General: 
helpdesk@library.uantwerpen.be

▪ Open Access: 

martijn.vanroie@uantwerpen.be

rudi.baccarne@uantwerpen.be

▪ Repository: 
rudi.baccarne@uantwerpen.be

▪ VABB, predatory publishers:

raf.guns@uantwerpen.be

▪ Open Data, Open Science: 
maarten.vermeyen@uantwerpen.be

Need help?
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