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! This preface and the story for children that | refer to in it were translated from Spanish using the assistance of
artificial intelligenceand edited to keep names of people, placaad other contextual references as close as
possible to the originaltext. y G KS &aG2NBXZ GKS NBIFRSNI gAft 2FGSy FAYR |
are terms of endearment typical to the local campesino language in the region of Sumapaz.
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a4 que queda

Era la casa con la vista més bonita de la zona,
pues desde allil se podia ver el inmenso monte de
bosque altoandino que la rodeaba. También se
veian las carreteras y caminos por donde pasaban
sus vecinos, y muchos cultivos de diferentes formas,
colores, olores y sabores. Habfa mora, lulo, uchuva,
tomate de drbol, entre muchas cosas mds.

Valentia Monteslived in a wooden house perched on the edge of a very tall mountain. It was the
house with the best view in the area because from there, you could see the vast highndean forest
surrounding it. You could also spot the roads and trails used by her neighbsrand many fields of crops in
all sorts of shapes, colors, smells, and tastes. There were blackberries, lulo, uchuva, tree tomatoes, and

many other things.
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Un dia,

su mama le pidié a Valentia un favor

que cambiaria su vide para siempre.

One day, her mother asked ValentZfarfeorera favor that w
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—Mija, vaya y me trae una guatila pa'l almuerzo—
dijo la mamd de Valentia.

Como a Valentia le gustaba mucho explorar su finca. salié feliz
en busca de la guatila, como lo hacia siempre. Pero esta vez
se sorprendié porque encontré una mata diferente a todas las

demds. una que nunca antes habia visto.

Sus hojas eran mds verdes y sanas que las de cualquier otra, y
las guatilas eran mas grcndes y brillantes.

Feliz con su descubrimiento, Valentia
arrancé la guatila mds brillante y corrié a
mostrarla a su mamd...

OMi ja, go get me a guatila for lunch! é her mother <cal

Since Valent?2a | oved exploring her farm, she happily
this time, she was sur pshesedvadro sfd enrd hae fpd raen.t lutnd ilkesa \ae
heal t hier t han ot her s, and t he guatil as \

Delighted by her discovery, Valent2za picked the shini
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— Uy, mija, ;dénde encontré esa guatila tan bonita? —
le pregunté su madre, sorprendida— Esa debe ser una guatila encantada.

— Le voy a preparar una sopita para que usted misma se la coma— dijo su madre.

Cuando Valentla probé la sopa. ésta se puso ain mds
brillante, el viento sopld fuerte sobre los drboles, los pdjaros
cantaron y volaron, y Valentia se sumergié a través de la
sopa en una aventura hacia una época diferente...

0 Wo w, mi ja, where did you find such a beauti ful guat.
be emchanted guatil a. I wi || make a soup with it, jus
When Valent?a tasted the soup, it began to glow even

sang and soared, and Valent2a was sweptmptl rert ed ggh dtiHfd e

ti meé
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/'t NAo6oSFYy {SI o GKS %w/ 2F ! LIISN) +SySOALIl =
F2NBada O2YoAyS (2 [F2RNXNRBUSH sy 3 fys SaVEINGSEmIBie
FlLef GKFG oNARy3Ia Fff GKS gl GSNI 2F | LILISNI Sy S
wWdda GKS | a0SYyRAYy3I NRBIFRX (GKS RSaOSyRAy3
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2 ZRCs are a territorial ordering figure in the Colombian agrarian system. They were conceived to limit the
expansion of agrarian frontiers and protect campesino smallholdings in colonization &uoresabout this will
come later.
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L2fAaOlffe Sy3dl3ISR NEAGNBIOXKSRE Oy 4 FRID ND AWK (BISIE
L N Y2 YR GKS | yR%a CREINBRHRy I2F yi K3 KNB AN YIK
I Oa2y NBaSINOK ot! wo FLILINRIFOK RS@OSt2LIKE G2 3
Ybw/ 2F ! LILISNREBFHFEOKRE OF YLISA2H 23N Sy OB ETIS
F3SYyRI&as |yR Sy¥dz2 dSRAINS Ay NOKSRBES I DFRI DD 2y
R2YAYLFYy(d dzyRSNEGFYRAY3IEA 2IFy RO2ASNINIE@Y | fyiRS
I dzi2y2Y2dza ¢l @a 2F NBfloy3d gAGK GKS KAIKEIlYR

| 2y ASNDI a2y O2ybAOGa Ay GKS KAIKEIlIYyRaA

¢ KBS T SOINPSRS MIB fal2lySR OBy O3 Ol 20 RE (0 SaBiSaAi>
project of the city of Bogota identified tHaghlands of Chingaz#o the north of Sumapazo
have great potential for securing water provision for this growing metropolis and its
surrounding agrendustrial savannga I NA® S R ASylil-ZH rf hdWith the funding of the
World Bank, a system of two water dams (Chuza and San Rafael) and underground water
pipelines was constructed during the 1970sdiwert the flow of water from the Orinoco
Amazonian basin of eastern Chingaza towards the western side of the mountains and into the
savannah of Bogot&imultaneously, the national government led a process of massive land
purchases and expropriations to create the National Natural BRIXN)Chingaza (76 600 ha)
in 1977, effectively evicting thousands of campesino families and imposing a classic example
of a fortressed conservaticarea(MartinezMedinaet al,, 2022). The National Natural Park of
Sumapaz was also declared in 1977 as a second potential area for future water provision for
Bogota Perhaps not too paradoxically, in 1981, the CGoda Company was granted a
concession for the extraction and bottling of pure water on the border of the Chingaza Park,
which has been renewed four times and still operates today (Voragine, ZD@ggtherwith
the eviction of campesino families, the declaration of the PNNs Chingaza and Sumapaz, and
the construction of the Chuza and San Rafael reservoirs, scientific research promoted by the
national environmental agency of the time (Inderehainfluenced the epistemic
transformation ofparamos an inherited word that was used in Spanish colonial times to refer
to remote highlands represented as cold and inhospitable plao&s,strategic ecosystems
for the provision of ecosystem services and biodiversity preservdtisejo et al., 2020;
MartinezMedinaet al., 2022 Castillo, 2023).
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SYTANCGONS I @8R SYJANBYYSyYy (il f Nadznm2S/A f L2 fyA0S

5SSt 2LISR UNBRG o0& SO2f23raida Ay GKS RSOIF
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Séztzaxél-f Fdzy Osa2yas S02a2aiSY asNPADSEK S SSB
MpplnER Uyl ffeé dzzaSR (2 AYGNRRdIzOS &a2YSIH &02f 213
éSNJZ)\OSa GKIFG O2dz R 6 B35 MERIESSKIIK afRvaidRdNE OS8B A |
g |

8 Instituto Nacional de Recursos Renovables y del Amblariaglish: National Institute of Renewable Resources
and the Environment.
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FNRBY wHHnn a!{[ G2 oonn al {[® ¢tKS @S3Sileazy
SYG@ANRYYSy |yR NBf SIFaay3a Al Ayd2 GKS 3INRdAzyR
GKS Y2dzyadlAya G2 F2N¥ Y2ald XS (ORI dNE Ka R NJ
al ARFE Syl YR (GUKS filyd@BF f 65aaAayBRyRYYAKSE 2§ (6KS
4dzOK +Fa GKS aSiélz GKS Ddzr GAFNBS GKS LYNNRRI
bl OA2Y Il fS&X HAHNULO D

4From now on, | will refer to both of them together as Andes forests, unless it is necessary to differentiate
between the two for analytical reasond/hen | say Andesr Sumapaz highlands, | am referring to paramos,
high-Andes, and Andes forests together.
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/| KAy 3l 1 an ealy ananifestation of how technological, technical, and
infrastructural operations and scientific researtdgether legitimize the securitization and
mercantilization of commogoods such as water and forests, depoliticizing samalogical
transformations that produce deep injustices and inequalities, which in turn end up obscured
behind a story of infrastructural and scientifical succefsA (& TBoaleng & Arroyp2013;
Swyngedow, 2013)n this sensel understandplacessuch as the Chingaza paramo and high
Andes forests, which appear to be almost pristires deeply intervened historical
constructions crafted by power dynamics on epistemic and material dimensions that
reproduce colonialist exploitative relations (Patel & Moore, 20bften legitimizedby the
powerful nexus of scientific, technological, ecological and political discaudsesr many
latitudes, in Sumapazhé process of nediberalization,andthe relatedincrease in protected
areas and ne@xtractivism (Svampa, 2018je prompting processes of governmentality that
aim to change how rural populations relate to their territories and represent them
(Sivaramakrishnan, 199%grawal, 2005; Ulloa, 20043s well as thesecuritization of
conservation that lead to land and water grabbing or accumulation dynamsg$will show
in Sumapaz, this has triggered in turn a process of resistance from below by local and regional
campesino organizations that contest therdinant understandings about conservation of the
highlands.
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In this research,lbok at the imposition of protected areas over the Sumapaz highlands
inhabited by campesino communitiésom a perspective oritical geographywhich helps
understand theimposition of neoliberal conservation and nesxtractivismas a double
process in whictscales of meanin@nd scales of regulatiortontribute to strengthening
environmental governance from a neoliberal basis (Towers, 2@@)es of meaning refer to
epistemic and discursive strategissich as the mainstreaming of the ecosystem services and
biodiversity paradigm under sustainable development (G6Baggethuret al., 2010) the
circulation of stories of technological and scientific success (Swyngedouw, 26d3he re
understanding of territories and local soe&tdological interactions into ecosystems for the
provision of services. Scales of regulation refer to the practical and material arrangements
that secure the operation of neoliberal dynamics, such as the impositiogestfictionson
agricultural livehoodsthrough environmental polic{Del Cairet al.,2018;Heinet al.,2020)
the eviction of local populations, processeslandgreen grabbing (Devine, 2014; Ojeda,
2012), militaried conservatior(Duffy, 2016; Duffet al.,2019;) the physical extermation
of social and environmental leaders and the material transformation of landscapes into
Y2y 20dz GdzZNBa 2NJ WLIINAaGAYSQ SO2aeadsSvya .6AiKz2d
This can be seen asnewed ways of colonial domination over peoples and landscapes under
green pretexts (Kolinjivadit al., 2023).a2 1 SNJ b2ga Ay GKS RANBOaz2Yy
I NNR2éeé2X HAMOZX LD ocTULD
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Today, paramos and Andes forests (Andes highlands) have a central role in the
environmental agenda of the Colombian State (Os¢jal, 2020)5 dzS G2 (G KSA NJ K& RN.
FYR GKS AYLRNIFYOS 2F 41 G§SNJ aid2 N&kGBNPFRAENS O
3SYSNY¥oea2ys> ff (GKS LINIrY2a Ay [/ 2ft2Y0Al 6SNB

7
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Thehistory of Chingaza and the more recent developments of environmental policies
in Sumapaz connect the Colombian Andes highlands witjflobal trend of increased
conservation policies and expanding protected areas that create deep -sooilalgical
inequalities and conflicts. As was the case in Chingaza, some studies have documented the
way since the beginning of the 1990s, worldwide giowh the areas under some
environmental protection has increased material and cultural evictions for local populations
inhabiting those areas (Brockington, Duffy & Igoe, 2008; Dowie, 2011). In 2009, Agrawal and
Redford estimated that the number of people worldwide who were dispossesirir land

5 Map elaborated by Sergio Vélez for this research.
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due to conservation efforts could range between 10 and 20 million. Almost simultaneously,
Brockington, Duffy, and Igoe (2008) showed that the average proportion of territories set
aside as protected areas increased rapidly since the beginning of the F80sstance, in

Latin America and the Caribbean, protected areas represented more or less 5 % of the
O2dzy UNASEAQ GSNNAG2NASE FNRY (KS mdcna G2 (KS
1990s and 2000s to almost 20 %. Nowadays, there is amattenal pulse to reach at least

30 % of the entire globe as protected areas, which political ecologists have recently estimated
to potentially affect one billion people worldwide, most of them inhabiting ruwsattings
(Schleicheret al, 2019). This objective was reinforced in 2024 at the United Nations
Conference of theParties on Climate Change (COP29, Baku, Azerbaijan) and Biodiversity
(COP16, Cali, Colombfa).

Efforts for conservation in Colombia, especially the strengthenimgisfingprotected
areas and the creation of new ondsve also been increasing since the 1990s, along with the
global trend. Especially after the Peadsgreementwith the FARCguerrilla in 2016, big
international conservation NGQ#ternational cooperation agencies, and different public
institutions have directed projects and economic funds for environmental conservation in
regions that were not accessible before due to civil war dynamics, while the government has
accelerated the pee in expanding protected area$oday, nore than 34 % of Colombia's
territory is currently within protected areas (MinAmbiente, 2022), and the government
recently committed the country to work towards increasing this percentage during the
Biodiversity COP16 in CalVithin this shift, for instance, the National Natural Park
Chiribiquete in northwestern Amazonia was expanded from 1.5 million ha tmili8n ha in
2018-allegedly the biggest park in the worJdncorporating a vast areance dominated by
the FARCand legitimizing the deploymerdf the armyover indigenous and campesino
territories under the double purpose of persecuting narcotrafficking and Fh$¥itlent
groups and of securing the conservation of the parkSumapaz, the demarcation of the
paramo in 2017 added pressure to the interest of the Colombian government to secure
another historic stronghold of the FARC, imposing renewed military controls on the local
population andfostering strategies of environmental surveillance in their territories (Castillo,
2023).

OYUqUt quT toa e URUNt toc UT 10l INedc qRY Ut

But water also flows in the direction of resistance. This is anotherwagtgr connects
places such as the Sumapaz highlands to the rest of the widrld is, in facthe primaryfocus
of this research The increased pressure amral populations in Latin America is facing
O2dzyif Saa a20ALl € Y2O3SYSyida 0dKI G NBaAad |
O2yaSNDI GA2YyEKLINRPGSOGSR I NBFa 65SOAYSS HAamMy T
marketbased schemes of conservation as the tbedrategies to pursue goals of
environmental conservation (N & Q2082NJIN & GekKa$ MIL2; Van Hecken, Bastiaensen &

Huybrechs, 2015; Van Heckenal.,2019).

6/ 2t 2Y0Al Aa 2FGSYy LER2NINIr2SR Ay (KSaS AyiaSNyrdazylft
GOA2ZRAGSNEAGE K20 alLlRGaze + airAIyATFAOLYyd LERNIAZ2Yy 27F !
water production and storage, such as pérosand the Andes forests.

7 Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colofft@golutionary Armed Forces of Colombia].

=0



Social movements in rural areas resist, contest, and transform scales of meaning as
they dispute the circulation of success stories by telling other stories and vindicating other
epistemic stands about common goods and conservation (Swyngedouw, 2013)edarh
joint declaration on the encroaching of protected areas over campesino territories in the
Sumapaz highlands, several campesino organizations expressed the following re
interpretation of the story of Chingaza, while comparing it withitloevn case:

{dYt LI T FYyR /KAy3IFTI 6SNB RSOf I NBR bla2ylf
2F GKS 0A3 dzNB Iy A HAYRHZA G ANK R dza IONALIATGR f 12y R EISRNEH K
GKSANI 61 GSNB® ©0Pdd8 ¢KS SYJANBRSREEER aaS¥akmi
G221 OFYLISaAayz2aolao 2dzi 2F GKSANI GSNNRIG2NEROD® L
GKE@NRIJ yAT a2y d ¢KS /KAY3AFTEF tINIY2 Ad aK2gAy3d
y24 TF2tt28 Ay /ztzlvtov\l|mzbdmgb6/mmé5|®|‘m: BRKe gKI
{dzY LI TK LG Aa F YANNBN G2 &aS8SS | {(SasYvY2ye 27
RStAYSIGS GKS O22NRAYF(0Sa 2y 6KAOK ¢S O2dA R &
[221AYy3 2R KR ¥ELIYS RNG KS GINBUSBA VBIRR I8V & LY & NB 2 o
RSYINDFe2y 2F 2dNJ L* NI Y2 0SSOI dzaS6/A202 NRAY | RY R
/' F YLIS&AYIZT HAHNOOD

Furthermore, social movements also dispute the scalesegtilation by mobilizing
against extractive projects andiaterial violence and, as thigesearchwill show, by
constructing autonomous initiatives of local sgtivernment to access and us®mmon
goodsand by shaping landscapes through agricultural practices, interactions with the forests,
strikes, and struggles for land-redistribution. In 2017, the year of the demarcation of
Sumapaz, the ZRC of Cabrera, adjacent to the ZRC of Upper Venecia and the ZRC Sumapaz,
promoted a series of mobilizations and the organi@atof an official democratic municipal
vote (consulta popularto decide whether to allow or not the construction of the hydroelectric
project El Paso in the middle basin of the Sumapaz FRi9&6.of those who voted rejected the
project, producing a democraticlegally binding decision that banned the project
(Registraduria Nacional, 2017As shown in recent studies (Haihal.,2020; Vélez, 2019) and
documented by the national press in Colombia (Semana Sostenible, 2020), through social
mobilization and several strikes campesino organizations have pushed the Colombian
government to negotiate possible alternatives to link objedivef environmental
conservation to campesino identities and economies inside protected areas. Especially in the
Amazonian region, campesino movements have influenced environmental and territorial
ordering through social mobilization/strike§ome examples are the zonification of the

8 Original in Spanish. Own translation.

9 During the decade of 2010 there was a wave of several democratic votes about extractive projects throughout
the country, usually promoted by several campesino movements and urban environmentalist movements that
found in the mechanism ofonsulta populara democratic participatiortool comprised in the Colombian
Constitution, a strategic means to blind local municipalities from the growing push of extractive economies
(Guizaet al., 2020)See:La mineria va perdiendo 5 a 0 en las consultas populfiesng is losing 5 to 0 in the
consultas populards https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otrasciudades/rechaz@-la-mineriaen-las
consultaspopulares107078 However, in 2018 a conservatileaning Constitutional Court heavily lobbied by
multinational companies and traditional political parties issued a ruling stating that mining and petroleum
activities cannot be banned througtonsultas popularesarguing that the subsoil belongs to the national State
and thus cannot be subject to democratic municipal votegitaet al., 2020.
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AMEM?Oin 1989 (Vélez, 2019), the-oelimitation of the Preservation Zone of La Lindosa in
2008 (Heiret al.,2020), and the ralelimitation of PNN Tinigua in 2016 (Vélez, 2019).

¢ KSHA WBSNIINBGl a2y 2F GKS &ad2NR 2F [/ KAy3IFTI
GKS 9f 1B BDIMARNEI NNA SR 2dzi o0& Ol YLISaAy2 2NH
0 K I (prode&s®f nediberalization of conservation and nextractivist push are contested
in material and epistemic dimensions, both in scales of meaningregdlation (Towers,
2000), by regional and local movements that play an active role in ttooméguration of
protected areas. In this sensé,understandprotected aeas asscales of environmental
governanceWith this, | mean that they result from processes of continue@onfiguration
in which sociastruggledinked to particular local and regional cultural and political relations
of people with the environment resist dynamics of neoliberal conservation and contribute to
transforming them when people manage to legitimize particular representations of nature,
conservation, rural communities, and social mobilization in public debates (Swyngedow, 2013;
Hein, 2019)Onthe other side, dominant meanings and regulations that are often imposed
over campesino territories, in this case in the form of environmental regulations and
surveillance, significantly influence the shape that protected areas take over time.
Understanding protected areas as scales of environmental governance means understanding
them as constantly changin@nd disputed)meanings and materialities, not as static and
predefined places with clear borde&immerer, 2000)

Campesino reserve zones asaternative

In the Sumapaz highlands, a regional process of campesino mobilization is taking place
to confront increasing environmental regulations and pursue regional and local autonomy
goals regarding the access and use of common goods such as water and foréss.
RSYIN2IFoAlyKS LI NI Y23 GKS NBaAUNAROs2ya 20SNI Ol Y
KF@gAy3 61 GSN) RFYa |yR KeRNRBSESOGNRO LINR2SOI
2NABIF YyATFa2y Ay (GKS NBIA2YS NBIYGefDIl ey {02 QLIS 3
gKAOK 3J20G 2NHIFIYAT SR G2 O2yiaSad GKS RSYl NDI a2
02 SYGANRYYSY Gl LI NHCohds)2@ 2 gastillG2022) ¢ KA a>SYRRI
g a LI Nblftfte &adz0O0OSaaFdZ sz +ta Ay wamp Iy ! R
RSYlFIYRZ RSOARSRSY¥?2 NBAOKPPAAVEAR 2R3 f &€ | YR 2NRSH
OYDBANRYYSYG G2 OFNNE 2dzi | ySé RSEAYAlla2y L
O2YYdzyAaSao

{AYyOS GKSYysI @FNRAR2dza OF YLIS&AAY 2 OGSNNRG2NRI €
f20lfAaSa 2F (GKS NB3IA2Y dzy RSNJ (&&ndicndeNé&s 2 F /
and autonomous proposal to organize agriculture and conservation in the highland®fOne
them is the ZRC of Upper Veneclaisthe most recently recognizedRGn the Sumapaz
highlands (December 2023)nd is where most of this research took place

10 Area de Manejo Especial de La Macarena (AMEMMacarena Special Management Area]
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ZRCs aretarritorial ordering figure introduced to the Colombian Political Constitution
in 1993. It was created after general campesino strikes at the end of the 18&0sly in
northwestern Amazoniato limit land accumulation and tackle the cyclic dynamic ofilan
grabbingand expansion of agrarian frontier inside every ZRC, there is a minimum and
maximum amount of land a family can possess, which varies in every region depending on the
characteristics of the soil. However, within the dynamics of civil war andterinsurgency,
they were stigmatized as FARC enclavd®e Colombian state barely supported theifmot
sabotaged and persecutedntil at least the mieR010s (Salgado, 2012). Nowadays, within the
post-conflict dynamics and the reinforcement of environmental surveillance and protected
areas that led to renewed processes of militarization and land grabbing, some ZRCs are being
resignfied and promoted by campesino organizations as the primary strategy for inclusive
environmental governance according tanspesino knowledge, traditional practiceand
cultural ties to their territories.As with protected areas, ZRCs are crossed by disputed
meanings and regulations, and their contemporamgnfiguration depends on a cyclical
process of counterpointing between the Colombian state and campesino movemnienfs
{dzYlF LI T X %w/ & I NBE GAYRAOFIGSR o0& O YLISaAy2 2N
OF YLISaAYROGNRBYod¥lIt (y26ftSR3IST FyR O0dzad2Yl N

11 Map elaborated by Sergio Vélez for this research.

12 At this point, the reader should have noticed that | use the teampesino(ain Spanish instead of peasant or
farmer, two possible translations. | do this to do justice to the deep cultural and political content this word has
nowadays for Colombian agrarian struggles, especially in the context of strengthening campesino resesve zo
(ZRCs)he political and cultural context of the campesino(a) notion is key for significant parts of this dissertation
and the relevance of this refusal to translate will become more apparent throughout the dissertatiemotion

of campesino is constantly disputed, and its multiple meanings are charged with cultural and political content,
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YIEylF3S GKS LIaNEMBIAOGakKSFYVRERSIGSNE aSS{TAy3a (2
GKSANI tFYyR&a YR YIAYUlrAy (GKSANI f AGSt AK22Ra®
As stated beford, takethese processes as a basisd¢flectonthe scalar configurations

of environmental governance in the region,tasy showthat environmental policy that has

been strengthened very much in line with a global tendency is continuously being contested

by campesino organizations and local communitidgsscalar perspective focuses on power

from belowand resistancdt looks at how local epistemological perspectives, knowledge, and
socialecological relationships challenge the objectifying view of nature typically held by
conventional scientific research behind neoliberal and extractive conservation and, by doing
so,influence potected areas' reconfiguration in their meanings and material dimensiohs

| will illustrate through the case of Upper Venecia and Sumapeputedscales of meaning

through which protected areas are configured-eg. campesino cultural vindications,
alternative local understandings of the highlands, in opposition to techsahtificand
neoliberalconservation intertwine with disputed scales of regulation in which local material
transformations, such as processes of ecological change and lanedlistribution, emerge

too as agents of political struggles thadrticipate in there-configuration of protected areas.

Ly 20KSNJ g2NRasx ¢gKSy t221Ay3a 4G RA&LMziSR &0l
42060002t NBX Do PRR OS2 aFa SIB@AIZIAOLE GNFYaAaF2NNI o2
KI g8020200dzea @S SLIAAGSYAO YR YFGSNARAIE RAYSyai

LY FRRA2DAKNE &BHOKE & N L1S NBIDRFo AIKS NBE S LI T
I Oe@Aaia FyR Sy3dlF3aSR NBASFNDKSNER ¢gK2z Fid €8S
AYONBFaAay3dte SaidloftAakKAyd 02ttt 02Nre2ya 6AGK
GKSANI adNHZAIE Sa | yiR2 YORIINMIXDO2ANPR T SO/ S R KB NBBa

A N

SELI yaArzEINTF Ovw®A aY | yR yS2ft Ao0SNIf O2yaSNDI o
H 1 M W Subnapaz, campesino organizations collaborate witfouarlocal NGOs, academic

research groups, and activists who get actively involved in their organization processes and in
collaborative researclinitiatives that influence the resignification of protected areas and
campesino territories (Devine, Ojeda & Yie, 2020k A G sAff 0S0O2YS Of SI N.
LINE OS5 aSBO2F2AR0ORE fGNI YyAT2NXI o2y FTNBY | NBf I
FgSyez2y (2 LIRé6SNI FNRY o06St2¢ |yR GKS NBfS 2

as | will reflect upon in Part 2. Consequently, it is not easy and perhaps not even desirable to define what | mean
when | refer to campesinos(as), as this risks either naturalizing and reifying dominant representations that have
legitimized and reenforced dynamics of social, political, and economic exclusion, or homogenizing and
romanticizing selfepresentations of organized campesino movements that are based on local communities that
are socially heterogeneousét the start of Part 2, | elaborate on my understandingafpesino(ajnainly as a
political category that encapsulatéise longterm struggles of excluded yet heterogenous rural populations in a
constant counterpoint with national states and economic forces and in close dialogue with academic and activist
definitions (Yie, 2022; Bocarejo & del Cairo, 2024), which goes far beyond economic typological definitions
(Edelman, 2022) such @an dert f 2 S 318) &yped of peasant farminyVith the intention of providing some

clarity to the reader,| bring to the fore some of the constitutiveeflections of Part 2 when | refer to
campesinos(as), in very general terms, | am referring to people who mainly (but not always) live in rural settings
working the land in smaholdings primarily dedicated to subsistance agriculture combined with cash crops, who
base most ofheir economies and livelihoods on the workforce of the nuclear family, and who are embedded in
complex cultural relations with land and the environment and who have constructed complex forms of social
and political organization based on relations of kipsand reciprocity between neighbors that support their
livelihoods and struggles.
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Ly GKAA& cafluéics af ecdlégaransformations social struggles, and
epistemic articulations among local knowledge and alternataeademic knowledge
(Zimmerer, 2000; Towers, 2000; Leach, Scoones & Stirling, 2010; Escobais 20&5)f my
central points of analysit y ¥l O I a L gAfft FdzZNIKSNI SELX I A
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¢CKA& RAAaSNIK2RY LINRYOS 682 (273 A OR OA FGINT YA F
OF YLISaAy2 aidNHzZ3tSa F2NJ GSNNRAG2NRFE Fdzizy2VYe

NBaSINOK 33y See@AfFfraasart &aiNdbzZ3tSa FAYSR
adzadl Ayl 006 BS\WENK A oBiE aikOte Griflérstand how local ontologies,
epistemological perspectives, local knowledge, and secalogical relationships emerging
from the Sumapaz highlands confront hegemonic neoliberal and extractive conservation
understandings imposed through gedown environmental policies for paramos and Andes
forests. In terms of the scalar perspective on protected areas, the research focuses on
understandng the sociakcological relations and processes of see@ilogical
transformation that reconfigure protected areastimeir scales of meaning and regulatiéh

Recapitulating from the introduction, thecales of meaningefer to the epistemic and
discursive dimension of domination and resistance, such as the mainstreaming of the notion
of ecosystem services and the representation of paramos as water provider ecosystems and
the contestation of such representations done llogal communities and campesino social
movements that reinterpretate dominant stories and vindicate their own epistemological
and ontological standsThe scales of regulation refer to, on one hand, the practical and
material arrangements that secure thaperation of domination, such as the imposition of
restrictions on agricultural livelihoods through environmental policy or the eviction of local
populations, and, on the other hand, the material enactments of resistance that reconfigure
protected areas, sch as social mobilizations, strikes, land redistribution struggles, landscape
transformations, and local alternative environmental regulations for accessing and using
common goods.

Critical geography has taught us to understand the dispute arenasrdfervation
related conflicts asscales rather than as purely geographical levels (Neum&999).Leves
imply the static jurisdictional division of local, regional, natiomaald international spheres,
while scals contain material, epistemological, and even ontological characteristics inherent
to the multiple overlappin@nd often clashingnderstanding®f protected area. This is what
is commonly named in critical geography as scale politics, an analytical vehicle to understand
protected areas asarenas ofdisputed meanings and regulation®/nder a relational take on
scales this implies not only the disputes between different social groups with power
imbalancedut also the role of sociacological interactions which nonhuman entities play
an active roldSwyngedouyw2000; Nygren2021).In other words, thiscaladens understands

13 The reflection | present here on scales of environmental governance is mainly based on a previous publication
entitled Political ontologies of Colombian Amazonia: peasant resistance in protected(d&des, 2023).
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¥ 1n some cases, this also relates to increasing concerns about the war against terrorismtrafficgoand

wildlife trade, especially in Africa and Latin America (Devine, 2014; Ybarra, 2018; Duffy, 2016; Duffy et al., 2019;
Ojeda, 2012)For instance, in the Colombian Northwestern Amazonia, environmental policy and particularly the
establishment of protected areas have to cope with conflictive dynamics among camgesihogligenous,

FARC dissident groups, new landlords coming to the region, and public institutions (Hein et al., 2020; Vélez, 2019).
As Colombian academy has evidenced in many studies, processes of land gratairhg for cattle ranching

and palm oil cultiation- push dispossessed campesino families to move out of the agricultural frontier and
deforest to set new farms in which to survive, in a cyclic process of colonization, deforestation, and land grabbing
(Fajardo, 2009; Molano, 1987; 1988; Salgado, 20This is also similar to what is described in other latitudes,

as for example in the Guatemalan Mayan Biosphere Reserve (Ybarra, 2018).
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Y2O0SYSyGaz NI}GKSNI GKFIy FNRY (G(KS 202S000S 27
O2yRAo2Ya YR FdzyOea2yad
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LINSASY OS2 Fa saYOXONRY &aAf OSNJ KF1S oUaKOD 2y (K¢
[ yRRIYVE f 81 SR 6@ [ A02ANEYNIOGHS nawli FYaadMRO K Yy BS drys |
GKS D22fdzea2y AGKAZRTBOKRIABRNEYIf&aSa K2g | LI
LJdzof AAKSR aK2gAy3d (GKSaS NBadzZ G4 o[ A02ANRY Si
0SAYy3 I O0dzaSR 2F dao2NJAy3a F2N) GKS LIX I-éeC)é Ay
LI g LVaz2yYS 2F GKS | dzikK2NBR 27F LINE@DSNAzd  a LizR &
Ay3aSadezy NridS Ay GKS UAK 2F bS¢F2dzyRfE I yRD |
GSNBE ol aSR 2y gKIG (GKSe& MOLISINDSKY ( WANBILE INHISRA &
ga RSNAGSR FTNRBY (GKS O2YLWAftlIa2y 2F @I NA2dza |
O2tt SOGSR 6@ KSNJ NBaASIFNOK (SFrY F20dzaSR &aLISOA
KFgla OF daAKG RSENE y2RA IS ryszdzaanIaqu: tKSasS UakK ¢
dzZaSR Ay GKS aitdzResz | a uKS NBaSI NODK LJ NI YS S
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F2 N BHGSA NYRS A YAONELJfIéeC)éCD
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16 Settler USA and settler Canada is a term often used by #arthrican indigenous scholars to refer to the
colonized indigeneous territories of what is today Canada and the USA.
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17 See Part 3 of this dissertation for a brief reflection on how | understand these categories.
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in 2020 to attend the ? Campesino and Popular Assembly of Coordinadora Campesina of
Sumapaz in the hamlet of La Dorada (San Bernardo municipality), which was organized by
delegates of several local campesino organizations of the region, including the one of Upper
Venecia. The aembly was called to decide on a collective strategy and set of proposals about
territorial ordering and conservation in the region in the context of the negotiation process
with the Ministry of Environment for the participative -tiemarcation of the Sumapaz
paramgl DSNJ KIF gAy 3 &dz00SaaFdzZ fe& adzSR GKS RSYI NDI
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| was invited to the assembly as a memberiioK S ®223S Ny YSy Gl f 2 NAHI
/ St {/RSYAG HNI T2 NI ! £ (SNl agrStat (121 & SYWRSNR LBYosydald U K
, interested in understanding better the context in which my colleagues were working and
exploring the possibilities for doing fieldwork in the region for my PhD research in the
framework of the collaboration between this organization and the Impulsing Cteerfor
the ZRC of Upper Venecia (from now own ZRC Committee), the local campesino organization
that later became AGUA Campesigtak S UNBR G o YE8ISNI 6BYSOLkR H LA
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AY NBflaz2zy (2 GKS FT2NBaded !'faz2x A4 FAYSR
2NHIF YyAT Foa2yad OFLIOAGE (2 LRaiodEH2 JEKEVYNOB60S
yS32a0 S GKSANI RSYIl YRAY ZRRE & SANINRK 2FNRNIE NRYH v |13y
a0F0S | dziK2NAaSaod

LASS GKS O2ftfS0a@S LINRPOSaarRlXKSyVilsxnT268SAs

0KYSE Ay INBR difJdit A o OI2{F QKABNIREIDIERMIA G & YIF G SNRAF £
MKS WKAAG2NRAROIf 23S NIASS oNB & S RNIOIKK 2 dHiGONBYE Soad S5 AL
2T AYLERNIFYOS | a @k iYIF2H SirEies, YRR NBNEd to 2 y
reflect on a principle of participativaction research proposed by F&dsrda (1976), which is

the principle ofsystematic devolutionlt refers to ensuring different rounds of grounded
feedback in which collaborating researchers ensure that local communities and organizations

can react to preliminary results. Rather than the devolution of information, it points more to

a strategy to diminish epistemic power asymmetries between the local community and the
external researchefRappaport, 2020). One example of these asymmetries emerged from the

fact that | could access and read complex secondary literature about the history and political
processes of the Sumapaz region and interweave it with the narratives of interviewed
inhabitants of Upper Venecia, adding particular interpretations wththeir story. As a
collaborating ethnographer, even when the objective of reconstructing the story of the place

was decided together, | was granted the power to put their narratives, stories, and life
experiences into conversation with academic litera&uwo which they did not have easy

access. Following the principle of systematic devolution of PAR, putting the resulting
interpretations on the table and revising themas an important step to diminish such
asymmetries. This implig at the same time, th@ecessity to adjust the research objectives

and planned research activities to the feedback and couimttarpretations that emergd at

these moments, as | reflect further upon in Part 3.

As | compromised to do, after my first long stage in Upper Venecia, | wrote a document
with a description of the longerm story of this territory, which was intended to be used as
GKS WKAAZG2NAOFE 2@0SNIBASSQ T 2N (IS dogudentiid A y | 0 f
Sy i Adf SRFrénthehdckndaitatie cauntryside. Land struggles and care for territory
Ay Sy SOALl I (ComdmlRritk of Uppér N@décia & Vélez, 20%3).was delivered
on a draft version to AGUA Campesina and to each person whom | interviewed one year later
when | returned from Belgium for another fieldwork phase. This happened at a particular
moment when AGUA Campesina was starting to organize the information to elaborate the
Sustainable Development Plan for the ZRC. In general terms, the document wasellery
received by AGUA Campesina. However, after positive feedback, | received suggestions for
improvement that would lead to a new text versiand, more importantly, ta redefinition
of the contours of the research

8 De la hacienda al campo. Luchas por la tierra y cuidado del territorio en Venecia, Cundinamarca
(Comunidad de Venecia & Vélez, 2022).
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First, nembers of AGUA Campesiasked me if it would be possible to turn the story
into a version for young people, especially childiaf had decided that | would firgresent
I NI GKSN) WGiSOKYAOIf Q R2Odzy Sy, and tha Wd wdbldSvork dza G I A
on a second phase on a different version that would be written in a creative and accessible
language for the local community in general. What was new at this point was the idea to make
it specific for children and young people, &gy were interested in the value of this story to
attract them to the organization process of AGUA Campesina and the ZRC project. On the
other hand, they suggested that, as the stavas written in a language that always referred
G2 WOrYLISaAy2 FILYATASAQ Ay 3ASYSNI sz GKS LI NI
At the same time, they expressed they were having trouble filling one of the sections of the
prospective part bthe Sustainable Development Plan, which requires information about the
situation of women in the territory and projected specific initiatives for campesino women in
the ZRC. In this conjuncture, some AGUA Campesina members proposed doing additional
fieldwork to complement the story with specific experiences of women and use that as a
strategy to collect some preliminary information for that section of the Sustainable
Development Plan.

Both decisions, converting the story into a version for children and young people and
further exploring the role of women in the storsignificantly reshapedthe research, giving a
particular emphasis to my final fieldwork stages. In order to work towards these two
objectives, we decided that Yamifa young campesina who is a member of the Commission
of Women and coordinator of the Education Commission of AGUA Campesina, would work
together with me to draftaninterview guide for the women and do the interviews with me,
and to think together on a strategy to convert the story into a new version for children and
young people. This allowed me to explore and understand new dimensions of the process in
which the ZR was constructed, something that is described in the sectiéognger
Generation@nd Campesinas in the ZRfCPart 2. Even more, the results of exploring the fong
term story of Upper Venecia, in general, became a central element of this dissertadion,|
adzYYFE NAT SR FyR GNI) yaft I indiRng £ thdovetaf refledtihdSdnNE A Y
sociatecological struggles KS WKA a0 2NA Ot 2@0SNBASSQ gl a AyO
bra2yltf [lYyRa ! 3SyOeé o!b¢ov G2 adl NI GKS LINE
W{dzAGFAYyl 0t S 5S@S t2yLISK/SINIt X I+ &ya RES (miKE0 Koy &RE 1
G2 CKWSNFYSYl 6KSy GKS %w/ gl a 2YOAlLtte O2ya
GdzNFZ 82 0SS (GKS Af f dz& 6 Nla® SR tBaatbRNiBnd, 2hE pracess Sy
allowed AGUA Campesina to organize further and give content to some of the envisioned
initiatives to construct the ZRC, such as the education and cultural initiatives for younger
generations andan initiative of women to collectively produce aromatic tea bags to gain
economic independencgein addition to finalizing certain sections of the legally required
Sustainable Development Pl&h.

Regarding the dissertation, | translated the practizeented objectives of the research
into an examination of the following processes and relationships: 1) thetmngprocessof

1% Real name.

20 An important disclaimer, as said in the Preface, is that the contributions made from this process to the ZRC
initiative in Upper Venecia are just a grain of sand in a sea of countless contributions from many hesple
modest contribution of an anthropologist with (very)sporadic literary aspirations to the tvassdisciplinary
entanglement of different types of knowledge and creativity that revolve around the transformative agendas of
the campesino movement of Sumapaz.
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socialecological transformations in Upper Venecia and tbiational ontologieghat result
from them (Part 1); 2) theveryday social relatiorthrough which such ontologies configure
emerging contemporary campesino territorialities in Upper Venecia and the broader Sumapaz
region (Part 2); and 3) thprocessto construct alternative relationalities in which local
ontologies and emerging campesino territorialities get entangled with activists and
researchers to pursue shared transformative horizons (Pafiit® exploration of this array of
processes and relations yields the specific objectivefsthis dissertation:
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2 The reader may find different categories or concepts that have not yet been fully explained in these objectives.
As said in the introductory chapter, these categories will be developed progressively throughout the empirical
parts of the dissertation, trymto keep the structure of the manuscript close to the inductive way through which

it came to life.
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Research objectives Collaborating people Material Techniques Outcomes
sources

PO: -Adult inhabitants of -Historiographic | - Engaged - Technical historic
To reconstruct the Upper Venecia literature about | observation overview:De la
collective memory of the | -Former hunters Sumapaz and | - Semistructured hacienda al campo,
inhabitants of Upper -Former wood sawyers| Venecia interviews luchas por la tierra 'y
Venecia about the -Group of children of -Other - Focus groups cuidado del territorio en
campesino settlement Upper Venecia academic - Participative historic| Venecia, Cundinamarca
process and the historica| -Members of AGUA sources resources diagram - Creative version:as

transformations of the
territory to elaborate a
technical historical
overview with a creative

Campesina

-Documentary and

literature review

-Imputation method
-Participative drawing

Aventuras de Valentia
Montes y la Guatila
Encantada

version -Storytelling
SO1:To analyze how -Adult inhabitants of -Historiographic | - Engaged
processes of social Upper Venecia literature about | observation - Dissertationg Part 1
struggles and ecological | -Former hunters Sumapaz and | - Semistructured
change In Upper Venecig -Former wood sawyers| Venecia interviews
get entangled in -Members of AGUA -Landsat 4, 8, 7 | - Focus groups
relational ontologies with| Campesina and 9 - Participative historic
sufficient agency to -Other resources diagram
contest hegemonic academic -Documentary and
understandings of nature| bibliographic literature review
agriculture, and sources -Multi-temporal land
conservation. cover analysis
SO2:To comprehend how -Adult inhabitants of -Academic -Engaged observatiorn . .
. . . . . . - Dissertationg Part 2
campesino territorialities | Upper Venecia bibliographic -Semistructured
expressed in the -Younger adults in sources interviews

autonomous ZRC
initiatives of Upper
Venecia and Sumapaz ar
constructed through
everyday social relations
mediated by intimate
knowledge and longerm
processes of social
ecological
transformaions.

Upper Venecia
-Members of AGUA
Campesina

-Activists, artists, and
researchers working in
Upper Venecia
-Assistants to regional
campesino assemblies
in Sumapaz

-Members of
Coordinadora
Campesina of Sumapazi

-Focus groups

-Participative historic
resources diagram
-Documentary and

literature review

S0O3:To reflect on how
collaborative research
collectives with shared
transformative horizons
can build alternative
relationalities to scale up
processes of social
ecological struggles.

-Adult inhabitants of
Upper Venecia
-Younger adults in
Upper Venecia
-Members of AGUA
Campesina

-Activists, artists, and
researchers working in
Upper Venecia,
Sumapaz and other
regions

-Assistants to regional
campesino assemblies
in Sumapaz
-Members of
Coordinadora

Campesina of Sumapazi

-Academic
bibliographic
sources

-Engaged observation

-Semistructured
interviews
-Focus groups

-Participative historic
resources diagram
-Documentary and

literature review
-Selfreflexivity

- Dissertationc Part 3

Po
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B The transcriptions were done by Sergio Vélez.
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/ S| fiRReéSsinall nomgovernmental organization dedicated to doing collaborative
research with rural communities living in contexts with see@blogical conflicts. Its work is
3SFNBR (26 NRa GKS awX6 LI NI AOA L¥ndidntkntaD2 y a i N.
O2y FEtA0GA AYKSNBYyG G2 (GKS OdzNNByld RS@OSt 2LIVS
socialenvironmental realities through the organizational strengthening of rural and urban
communities in the country, in regions of special ecaabimportance, for the appropriation
FyYyR OF NB 27F (S NN gydikeSodetatlory dR whyt ICéattidéIss £| would say
it is, at the same time, a collective space for leftist, progressist, and alternative -social
ecological thinking and transformative soegological research and an institutional platform
to facilitate collaborative work with rural social movements. It comprises students and young
social, environmental, and agrarian sciences professipraald highly depends on their
voluntary work and strategically attracting external funding through research calls or
cooperation funds. Although Cealdes operates formally outside academia, many of its
members are at the same tinmaster'sstudents, PhD researchers, or lecturers at different
universities in Colombia and, in some cases, in other Latin American couNtiés America,
and Europe. It has progressively gained national recognition regarding environmental and
agrarian policy debates in Colombia, especially within campesino organizations and the
international cooperation sector in the country, but also (skwicreasingly within academic
circles and (very slowly) in the national media.

24 Centro de Alternativas al DesarrelEALDESee:https://www.cealdes.co/
25 Retrieved fronhttps://www.cealdes.colon 14.05.2024.
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- Primera aventura ¢

Valentia Montes y
las mulas voladoras
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i{Buenos dias, sumercé! Yo soy Valentio Montes— se presentd la nifia ante un sefior
que encontrd en el camino empalizado— jTomé sopa de una guatile brillante y todo @ mi
alrededor se transformd! ;Usted podria decirme en dénde estoy?

Uy, mijita. ¢serd que usted viene de tiempos muy
lejanos? —le preguntd el hombre— Venge le cuento,
aqui estamos en terrenos de la Hacienda Hungria. Y a
propésito. mi nombre es Eustasio, y estoy para servirle.

—;Hacienda Hungrie? ;Y eso qué es? —preguntd Valentia.

iTado esto que usted ve! —le respondié él, y se dispuso o
explicar con mds detalle —Aquillegaron hace mucho tiempo
nuestras abuelas y abuelos que venfan de otres regiones,
huyendo de la famosa Guerra de los Mil Dfos. Pero muchos
de nosotros no tenemos tierras, trabajamos en la hacienda.

— iPero cuidado, mija!

Hay que dar paso porque viene una mulada..

0aGood morning, sumerc®! My name is Valent2a Montes, 0
on a wooden path. o0lglatwe nsgo ugpu amadea ,f raonnd aeverything ar
you tell me where | am?é

00h, mijita, could it be that youdve come from a far:
the | and of Hacienda Hungr EastAsdoby athgoway semyi camé

OHaci enda Hungr2a? Whatodos that?6 Valent2a asked.
OAll this land you see! é6 he repliedgrahdpaeepltai oatcte

l ong ago, fleeing the famous War of the Thousand Days

work on the hacienda. Bduet bbeec acuasree fau Ip,a cnki joaf! n8utleeps aissi
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Los pasos de las mulas sobre la madera se escucharon acercdndose,
produciendo un sonido inconfundible.... Clac, clac, clac..

Sumercé, jeso si que es harta maderal —exclamé Valentia, impresionada

¢Pa’ dénde se la llevan?

—La suben pa’ alld pa' un alto mds arriba —le explicd
don Eustasio—, alld la montan en un cable que vigja

por el aire y llega al caserio.

Camine alli mds edelantico que se ve lo que le digo.

The sound of mule hooves on the wooden path grew | ouc

cl acé

0OSumer c®, thatds so much wood! 6 exclai med Val ent 2 a, i

0Theydre hauling it up to a peak higher up, 6 don Eust

that travels through the air to the village. Wal k a

_|
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Yo nunca habla visto esol jPor ahf llevan
mucha més madera que en las mulas,
parecen como mulas voladoras! —dijo

Valentiao— Se lo tengo que contar a mi
mamd y a mis amigos.

—idjal Sf, yo también creo que son mulas voladoras. —dijo el
sefior mientras refa, divertido por la imaginacién de Valentio—

—¢Don Eustasio, usted sabe cémo puedo regresar a mi casa?—le pregunté Valentia.

—Pues, mija, pa’ volver a su casa tiene que ir a Casa Hungria. En la cocina trabaje la
Guardiana de la Memoria. Ella es experta en sopas encentadas porque es capoz de
recordar todas las recetas. A ella le puede pedir lo que usted quiera.

—iCamine la acompafio porque el caminoes | a r g o

y muy dificill—

0l 6ve never seen anything |like that! They®&re carrying
l ook Iike flying mules! dé6 Val enmttha&rs aindl enyciftre ceinyd.s! @l
0adaHaha! Yes, |1 think they are flying mules too, 6 the
oDo y ou know how I can get back to my I
owel | mija, to get back home, you must go to Casa Hi
Memory. Shed6s an expert in enchanted soups and knows
|l 61l go with you; the path is long and difficult!d
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0Good

afternoon,

sumer c ®!
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greeted
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—jiBuuuuuenas tardes, sumercé! —

saludd don Eustasio a la Guardiana de la Memoria—

don Eustasio

as

t



— Esta jovencita viajé desde otros tiempos gracias a una sopa
de guatila encantada. ;usted podria ayudarlo a regresar? Necesita
contarle a su mamd sobre las mulas voladoras — dijo Don Eustasio.

—iPor supuesto que le ayuda! —confirmd lo Guardiana de la
Memoria de inmediato. con una voz suave y dulce— Yo le preparo
una sopita de cubios mdgicos que mi abuela me enseno.

iPero con una condicién! Que visite primero a guardicnos y
guardianes de otros tiempos, porque usted todavia tiene muchas
cosas que aprender de este territorio jConocer la historia de la
parte alta de Venecia va a ser muy importante para usted!

N

na

‘lr T

0This young |l ady has traveled from another time thanit

her get back? e metlesr taboet |the flying mules. o

Oof course, 1611l help!d6 the Guardian of Memory said i

o

soup with magical cubios, a recipe my grandmother tau
ot her guardians from different times because thereodos

Learning the history of Upper Venecia wil!/| be very inmn
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This chapter is a time travel through the lessons that Valentia Montes learned about
the history of her world, after embracing the talle Guardian of Memory gave her before
she could return to her time. With the help of the many guardians of memory who live today
in Upper Venecia, this chaptpresents alense ethnographic and diachronic exposition of the
longterm socialecological transformations in Upper Venecia, where a vast hacienda with
intensive timber extraction and peonage system, dating from the 1930s, was progressively
transformed-after severddecades of land redistribution strugglésto a Campesino Reserve
Zone (ZRC), forafly constituted on 2023, with a stable agrarian frontier, a vibrant family
based agricultural economy, and initiatives of autonomous conservation of theArdhas
forest, the paramo, and the water sources according to traditional practices and campesino
intimate knowledge. Through an immersion in the story of Upper Venecia, as told and
experienced by its inhabitants, together with ethnographic descriptions of their relation with
the Andes forest andts dynamics, | show how the ZRC project is the moseme
manifestationof a long process ofntangledcampesinostrugglesand ecological change.
Based on this case, | argue tipabcesses of social struggles and ecological chaimgépper
Venecia get entangled in relational ontologies witsufficient agency to contest hegemonic
understandings of nature, agriculture, and conservatiohrefer tothese relationshipsas
sociatecological strugglesl argue that it is not possible to comprehend the complex
configuration ofthe scales of meaning and regulationpobtected areas such as the paramos
and Andes forests in Sumapaz by only focusing on processes of social resistance. In contrast,
it is necessary to analyze the role of material transformations in such power dynamics, which,
in this caserelate mainly to processes of ecological change and changes in land distribution
and socieeconomic structures.

Theoretically, this chapter presents an enlightening caseufecological change and
social struggleare relationally ceconstitutedand possess together politicadjency to contest
dominant understandings of nature and conservatithistratingthat ecological change and
landscape transformations in general are active agents within struggles for-soolagical
2dza A0Sz y24 | LI aargsS ol O13INRdzyR AYy @KAOK
2020). To do so] bring together conceptual insights from the soeablogical systems (SES)
approach to change, randerstood through political ecologit perspectives on
transformation, domination, and resistance in contexts of environmental conservation. The

26 Some passages of this chapter are inspired by a paper | published in 2023 in the indexed journal Society &

bl GdzNF f wSftlGA2ya GAGESR Wt 2t AGA0FE 2yd2f23ASa 2F /2
(Vélez, 2023). Some other reflectionganspired by the cdé dzi K2 NBR LI LISNJ Wt 2f AGAOIt SO
action research for the transformation of soew&dological systems: ethicpblitical reflections from

GNI YARAAOALE AYIFNE 62N)] 6AGK O YLbahtonthg).2 NBF yAT FGA2ya A

TT



reflections on sociagcological struggles based on the experience of Upper Venecia will
illustrate how local relational ontologies influence theaenfiguration of protected areas in
their scales of meaning and regulations and will also help to openretlections on the
contemporary process of transformation of campesino movements and struggles in Latin
America towards environmentally and culturally driven vindications that go beyond the
traditional agrarian claims for access to land and land redistiobuf his process of change
campesino movements is called theoterritorial turn (Svampa, 2012; 2018) and is one of the
central points of analysis in Part 2.

The chapter is organized as follows. First, | present conceptual consideratisosiain
ecological transformationgaind intimate knowledgebased on a dialogue between the SES
approach and political ecology. Here, | spell out some initial thoughts on the entanglement
between socialstrugglesand ecological change, politicizing the SES approach's notion of
change. | also elaborate on the central role that everyday practices and local intimate
knowledge play in political disputes around conservation.

In the second section, | present a first ethnographic description of the everyday local
traditional practices in Upper Venecia that help understand how intimate knowledge operates
in practice. | focus on two illustrative examples: the constructioalpbesto gather clean
water from the forest and the multiple usages of tree species for house and farm chores.
Although this is a contemporary ethnographic description, it is situated in the text before
entering the longterm travel through the story of Uppé/enecia with a double purpose. On
the one hand, it provides the reader with a first view of the daily life dynamics in Upper
Venecia and the intricate relation between campesino knowledge and livelihoods with the
dynamics of the Andes forests. The intemt is to provide some elements frothe present
local dynamics that can help fill the empty spots in a @rg historical description in which
the ethnographic details are much less elaborated. On the other hand, this initial ethnographic
description isrelevant to fully grasp the notion of intimate knowledge to reflect on its
progressive configuration throughout the story.

After this ethnographic description, | take the reader through the l®rgn process of
sociatecological transformations in Upper Venecia to understand how contemporary intimate
knowledge and traditional practices have been shaped through time togethbraxprocess
of ecological changemainly related to the changing dynamics of the Andes foremtsl in
interactionwith broadertransformations of social and economic relations in the regiiowill
also offer an empirical grounding to read the remaindmlyentures that Valentia Montes has
yet to endure throughout this dissertatiohis longterm description focuses on three main
aspects: 1) the transformations in the social and economic relations that took place through
various decades of campesino settlement and struggles for land redistribution; 2) the
transformation of the landsapes, the forest, and certain ecological dynamics as perceived by
the inhabitants of the place and complemented with a laswver multitemporal analysis; and
3) the progressiv configuration through time of the contemporary traditional campesino
practices and intimate knowledge. This letegm description will also establish connections
with the broader regional and national political dynamics in which the struggles of Upper
Venecia have been inserted until today, providing more contextual and structural elements to
understand the struggles of contemporary campesino movements in Sumapaz and Upper
Venecia.
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This is followed by a second ethnographic section that focuses on the role that intimate
knowledge and traditional practices play today within contemporary political disputes around
the conservation of the Sumapaz highlands. In this section, the articalbgtween intimate
knowledge and sociacological transformations becomes more apparent based on the
ethnographic information, showing how power dynamics are and have been present in daily
livelihood practices and concrete local interactions with Stefgesentatives who implement
conservation policies and surveillance. This paves the way to finally elaborate on the notion
of sociatlecological strugglesand how they influence the epistemic and material- re
configuration of protected areasvhich constitutes the primary theoretical reflection of this
part of the dissertation.

Valentia Montes closes the chapter with a second adventure in which she learns about
the importance of land and collective struggles for the campesino communities of Sumapaz.

OYUHINGgeclWHYUI RENGUYODREOLO WHOBUY H K
RUqROGcqWt UYs GIIT NIJ LWL

As | said before, this chapter argues that the ZRC project in Upper Venecia is a
contemporary manifestation of a long process of entanglements between the collective
strugglesof campesinos(as) and a process of material ecological chageh generate local
relational ontologieswith sufficient agency to resist and contest hegemonic understandings
of nature, agriculture, and conservatiobhis statement departs from three premises: 1) social
strugglesand ecological change get entangled on a relational continuum to play an active role
in processes of transformation; 2) the role they play is embedded in power relations in which
hegemonic understandings of nature, agriculture,daconservation are resisted and
contested; 3) this happens on a letgym basis, meaning it is a historical process of
transformation. These premises are supported by articulating theoretical insights from the
political ecology framework and the soegddogical systems perspective to build a particular
understanding of how sociatruggles ecological change, and historical transformation
interact.

As spelled out in the previous chapter, the SES framework examines the interactions
between socialstruggles ecological change, and historical transformation through the
concept of resilience (Binder et al., 2013). Although there are many definitions of resilience, a
common understanding in this framework is that it involves maintaining certain properties
while allowing others to change. This adaptation to external disturbances is seen as crucial for
preserving essential functions that, if lost, would ritsa the system becoming entirely
different (Davidson et al., 2016). This implies that both the characteristics that change and
those that remain constant work together to sustain essential functions and structures over
time. This principle applies to botecological dynamics and the social relationships
surrounding them (Rotarangui & Stephenson, 2014). In this context, in the SES approach,
historical transformation can occur when a so@ablogical system loses its essential
functions due to external disrbances, leading to the emergence of a new and different
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system. Alternatively, transformation can also happen when changes are made to preserve
these essential functions, allowing the system to endure.

What | take from this perspective is the consideration that both the social and the
ecological dimensions of the system have the capacity to change, and they often do it together
as they are part of the same relational continuum (Becker, 2012). This smpetiegnizing that
the separation between the social and the ecological dimensions does not operate on reality
and is instead an artificial intellectual abstraction (Folke et al., RO1® terms of
comprehending historical transformations, this integratiyperspective implies paying
attention not only to the role that people play in change but also to the incidence that
ecosystemic dynamics have in transforming social relations and practices (Vélez et al.,
forthcoming. However, the sociatécological continuum that plays an active role in
transformation processes is embedded in power relations timetthe case of Upper Venecia,
imply the resistance against and contestation of hegemonic understandings of nature,
agriculture, and conservation. A political ecological perspective complements the-social
ecological systems approach on the understanding ofrdiation between sociastruggles
ecological change, and historical transformations by putting at the center of amdhesi
power relations and broader political and economic structures in which local change happens
(Biersack, 200@el Cairo et al., 2018; Vélez et &rthcoming.

This implies assuming that every process of change benefits specific agents and affects
others and, in consequence, responds to particular political and ethical horizons. In this
NBIFNRZ L F2tft26 t I (%cologey perspaciive KBt @gestsothatn MT 0 ¢
forests are deeply intervened constructions as they have been historically exploited and
transformed to extract the raw materials that fuel capitalist economi@s more recently,
conserved on particular ways to create new commodities suchaalson bonds (Gémez
Baggethun et al., 2010)As Escobar (2015) explains, this is a process that brings (often violent)
changes for local communities, as it imposes a capitalistic wigld that undermines and
even exterminates local systems of knowledgraditional practices, and livelihoodand
produces changes in the ecosystemic dynamics. However, | also argue thaerong
OGNy yaF2NXIFGA2ya Ay LIS2LX SQa RFEAf& LN OGAOSasx
from below and influence the coigfuration of protected areas at scales of meaning and
regulation (Towers, 2000) according to the desired horizons of local communities and social
movements, resisting and contesting dominant worldviews from localized semiddgical
realities (Hein, 201,.9Swymgedouw, 2000; 2004; Zimmerer, 2000).

In this sense, witBociatecological transformations Upper Venecia and the Sumapaz
region | refer to longterm processes of change in which the collectsteuggles of
campesinos(as) and a process of material ecological change of the Andes forests get entangled
within political struggles of domination and resistance that passed through different stages,
starting on the early struggles for land in rREE" Century and arriving at the current disputes
around conservation policies of the paramo and the Andes forests and the campesino reserve
zones initiatives. | prefer to use the tetnansformationinstead ofchangeto stress its political
character and mark the difference with the more politically aseptic understanding of social
ecological change based on the notion of resilienabé SES framework, without abandoning
the premise of the relational continuum between so@aligglesand ecological change.

With this in mind, and to ethnographically comprehend the local dynamics through
which sociakcological transformations happen, | also incorporate the notionntifnate
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knowledge coined by environmental anthropologist Hugh Raffles (2002). It refers to
knowledge that emerges from continuous observation, interaction, and experimentation with
agents of the environment, allowing people to understand and intervene in complex
processegiuring their daily life practices to secure a livelihood (Raffles, 2002). This type of
knowledge often implies the development of emotional connections with the places and
processes with which people constantly interact, allowing further compheberstandings of
them. And as Part 2 wilbetter show, it is also often permeated by the interaction with
scientific forms of knowledge and the circulation of political vindications on conservation and
agroecologyl consider this type of knowledge to be an expression of the articulation between
social strugglesand ecological change and a critical ontological grounding of campesino
struggles to dispute hegemonic understandings and regulations for the conservation of the
Sumapaz highlands.

With these conceptual considerations in mind, | will now delve into the world of Upper
Venecia, opening a first ethnographic exploration of this territory that will further illustrate
how intimate knowledge emerges and operates in practifee longterm story of social
ecological transformations in Upper Venecia will folkafter.

f OUqROGcqWt UYs G WT DUWRUWOGGU! WéeWNUWH

A regular day on the farms of Upper Venecia usually involves practical chores to keep
the crops, animals, or houses in good condition. One day, while | was staying at the house of
Eliseo andrabiola&” a new problem occurred: there was no water flowing out the tap, so
Fabiola could not start cooking lunch, one of the many daily activities that keep her busy.
Eliseo quickly checked the 100&r blue tank used to store water for their house and realized
it was empty. Then he asked me to go with him to check oratfilge. | was unsure what an
aljibe was, so | decided to go with him. For me, it was rather evident that water would be
collected from a small river that flows next to the hill on which their house is located. This
would imply using a motor pump now and then to fill the tank, as the houseaed at the
top of the hill, some fifty meters above the river. However, | quickly realized this was probably
a wrong assumption, as | had to follow Eliseo up the hill in the opposite direction to the river.

We crossed some pastures and a plot of blackberry crops, which is not easy in such
steep and wet terrain, to arrive at the line where the forest began. In Upper Venecia, almost
every farm is mainly covered by forest, which, as | will describe, playslaolgain the
f AOStAK22Ra 2F OF YLISaAy2 FlLYAftASad Ly 9fAasS?
around 50% of the total surface of their land (10 ha). Only the other half is devoted to pastures
and crops. Eliseo explained to me that #ighe was located at a twentyninute walk inside
the forest. When | finally decided to ask whataljbe was, he said it was a spot where pure
gl GSNI aLINAy3Ia FTNRYB 20 RS2 dA NIKdzy R agkddihoRNIR {(5TRY & @5 NI
RNASA 2dziX 2N I f Besaidi ddkh &BRdz KEASNIRNE SR

27 All the names that appear in the text are pseudonyms. However, | mention their real first names here in no
specific order to try not to obfuscate their invaluable contribution to this part of the dissertation: Flor, Mercedes,
Hugo, Ricardo, Yolanda, andb@al.
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Ffglea KIF@S Of He dsosdidih&walld explaik f#/haSaineant when we
got to the spot, and then he walked into the forest.

Walking through the forest in Upper Venecia is an interesting experience. After
crossing the line where the trees start, you feel an instant drop in the environment's
temperature. The ground is always soft and muddy, making rubber boots atmuastoid
gettingwet feet. With every step, water stored in the ground comes to the surface around the
boots. It is difficult to see the sky through the canopy of the trees, whose bark is usually
covered by green moss and different lichens. Several types of endechideand bromeliads
grow between the branches of trees. In the early morning and during sunset, it is possible to
observe and listen to several types of colorful birds. If you softly press the moss in the trees
with your hand, water drains through the fjers, and the tree bark towards the ground. Lower
plants look very humid, and sometimes big drops of water fall on your head and shoulders
from the high branches of the trees. Even on dry, sunny days, water is everywhere.

| followed Eliseo through a narrow path between trees and plants. He usethisete
to cut some leaves and branches as he walked to clear the way. The forest surrounding the
path was so dense that it would be almost impossible to walk in any directia@r than the
path. As | saw Eliseo clearing the way with the machete, | realized a narrow path like this would
rapidly disappear if he did not walk there now and then. At some point, he stopped to indicate
a clear portion of the ground where no big plamtere growing, only very humjdight green
mossWe¢ K Qa | aLINAYy3Id LF &2dz 40 SLIKS aiher&NES sW @
I NB LX Syde 2F GKSA&S I NRdzyR KSNB® ! yR GKIGQa
Ff 2wp Sdllileyk & a2 YSUKAYLA VYRR adlld niake @ right here, but
we decided to make it further up in the mountain because you get better water pressure when
AG A4 KAIKSNWP hT O2dzNBSI &2dz aK2dzZ Ry ke 32 (2
atwoK2 dzNJ KA1S SOSNE GAYS @&2dz ySSR G2 OfSlIy Al

We kept walking through the muddy path, always going up, until we finally arrived at
the aljibe. It was a small water pond without any btiilt materials. Just a big hole excavated
into the ground, full of water and covered with a black net holding some brown leaves and
branches. One end of a black rubber hagas inserted into the water, while the rest was
almost impossible to see as the earth covered it. Eliseo removed all the leaves and branches
and folded the net towards one side, revealing the pond of daltk water. He explained that
to make an aljibe like this one, it is necessary to look for a spring like the one we had seen
before, ideally higher in the mountain than where the house is located, to use gravity to move
the water. Then, it is necessary ¢tear up the terrain if too many lower plants sowund the
spring and excavate a small pond. This one was less than one meter deep and hadatemost
meter indiameter.¥! Yy R G KSyYy Al 2 dZbhs@osHWNEET tzB) Sy aRdaLe @
You can put some rocks in the bottom to keep the end of the hose apart from the mud, and
you can cover it with a net to keep fallen leaves and branches out of the water. Also to avoid
animals coming to drink water here, dsely could defecate or pee while they drink. The best
part is that the water isp8> &2 @&2dz Ol y Redook sorkeNdatygr withhig @ ¢ NB
hands and drank. | hesitated for a moment, then realized that this water was flowing through
the hose directly into the blue tank next to the house and, from there, through the tap straight
into the blackberry juice Fabiola us&agive me with almost every lunch. | took some water
with my hands and drank it. It was cold atadtedvery good.

_<
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Eliseo said the pond had more water than usual and quickly realized it was so full that
the water was spilling from one side and running through the ground into the forest. He said
something had probably been blocking the hose for some days, as the pantlilydout the
1000liter tank was empty. He pulled out the end of the hose and inserted a long stick into it,
Y2OAY3A Al KIEINR® ¢KSy Llzi GKS K2a&aS ABoneKA & Y2
Sometimes, the hose moves and reaches the bottomegpdimd, so it gets blocked with mud.
CKFiQa ¢oKé @2dz KI@S G2 OKSO1l FTNRBY GAYS (2 GA
from the net, as they accumulate quite fast and push the net into the water, and then they rot
init. Now, the water shouldbéf2 6 Ay3 (G2 GKS GlFy12 6KAOK GAff

Although Eliseo explained makingaljibeand keeping it clean as an apparently simple
process, | was entirely amazed by it. It implies having a very detailed knowledge of the forest
and how it works, to be able to identify the water springs and turn them into a permanent
pond of pure water that aver dries out and which flowshanks to the force of gravityor
approximately one kilometer into the tank of the house. Making the pond itself might not be
complicated, but finding the perfect spring was notghtforward. Opening a path through
dense forest in such a steep mountain to easily access the spot and installingkgoometer-
long hose connecting the pond and the tank did not seem easy either.

On the way back, we passed again in front of the first spring weosative walk, and
| asked him if, apart from distance and altitude, there were other reasons to choose a specific
spring over the othersto buildanf 2A 6 S W, S&a®d® LG RSLISYyRa 2y @
KFEIgS fSaa FT2NBad 2y GKSANI FFENxasz a2 GKSe& R2)
and then you just do it there. But if you get to choose, you should make sure it is one that
R 2 S & yddyin h8a8y summers. If it is deegitle the forest, this is very unlikely to happen,
odzi a2YSUAYSa GKS FT2NBad Aa e2dzyISNE gAOK FS
He also explained that the presence of some plants in more significant concentrations than in
other parts of the forest is a good sign. One of thempabna boba a type of fern that grows
up to 20 meters tall and looks like a palm. Springs that hgealrma bobanext to them are
known to be good. In contrast, other species, such as the introduced eucalyptus)atan
the ground dry, making it a bad idea to look for springs close to where they are.

Understanding how specific processes of the forest work, like the interaction between
water, the soil, and the vegetation that leads to the appearance of springs that can be
transformed intoaljibes denotes what Raffles (2002) calls intimate knowledge. As | explained
before, this type of knowledge emerges from continuous observation, interaction, and
experimentation with agents of the environment, which allows people to understand and
intervene invery complex processes. Furthermore, this type of knowdedligen also implies
the development of emotional connections with the places and processes with which people
constantly interact, allowing further complex understandings of them. The examples of such
interactions between campesinos(as) of Upper Venecththe forest, its flora and fauna, and
its processes are manifold, and they help understand more profoundly some agricultural
practices, practices of health care, and how some social relations work. | will describe some of
these interactions further in P&g.

Here, | will focus on only two specific relations that help to partly understand the
position from which campesinos(as) of Upper Venecia approach environmental and land
management authorities of the State and the public policies they administer, whiceateal
to the ZRC project. One of them is the relation between people and the ecological processes
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surrounding water production in Andes forests, which | have exemplified through the walk
with Eliseo to fix thaljibe of his farm. The other one is the relation between people and tree
species.

As obvious as it sounds, trees are essential for people in Upper Venecia. The presence
and distribution of certain species can indicate where to find good water, as | already
described, to identify where the soil is mainly humid or dry, and, in generl,iblp protect
water sources. However, some species are also important because they pgoadeuality
timber necessary for multiple chores. Most of the houses in Upper Venecia are wooden and
built entirely with local timber. Although most are built Wwithigh-quality timber, people
sometimes need to fix a door, replace a roof, reinforce the floor, make a bed, a dining table,
etc. In general, trees are used to keep their homes in good condition. Some local schools are
also seHbuilt by the community withtimber from the region. In addition, most families in
Upper Venecia cook with firewood, as obtaining gas cylinders is difficult and expensive. Even
the families who prefer to cook with gas often resort to wood when gas prices get too high.
Sometimes, woods also used by the local community to build or repair bridges for the local
roads or to make highly muddy paths more walkable by turning them into wooden paths,
known ascaminos empalizados.
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Picture 1. Camino empalizado (wooden path) through the Andes forest
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However, the most important use of certain tree species, or at least the most intensive,
is to make fences for cattle and wooden tutors for agriculture. Most of the crops cultivated in
Upper Venecia need tutors to grow, such as blackberry, cape goosebessn peas, and
oSFyao Ly | avltt FINY tA1S 9tAasSz2Qa I|yR C
blackberry, there can be approximately 2500 tutors. A tutor can last around five years before
getting rotten and replaced if they are mademfntade lanzeor palma boba.These two are
the preferred trees to make tutors because their woodfiselatively good quality, they grow
fast naturally, and their trunks argtraight. There are other types of treediosewood can
last many decades, such amarillo, roble,and encenillo.However, they can take over a
hundred years to get only 15 meters talhd are usually very deep inside the forest. In
contrast,punta de lanzacan get around 20 meters tall in just five years, and it reproduces
quite quickly in clear lands in the transition between crops or pastures and dense forests. This
means it is possible to keep replacing the tutors every five years and to have fadwoook
permanently without exhausting the trees.

Picture 2. Blackbeme cop with wooden tutorsxt to the forest

High-quality wood is used to make bridges and houses, as it can last for decades. As |
learned from Humberto, a neighbor Bfiseo and Fabiola, some trees have a particular quality:
GKSe& Onlyd I IyShidr tiR Bt acanas Amacanais a trunk that, according to him,
turns into a wooden fossil after it has been buried underground for several decades. This piece
of wood will last forever and neveot. This can happen when a tree falls due to a storm or
because it dies naturally and is progressively covered by organic material, staying
underground for a long time. However, masiacanasresult from trees cut down decades
ago by sawyers and abandoned in the forest for whatever reason. Findmagzanaburied in
the forestis like discovering a treasure, and people consider it to bring good luck for many
yearsto someone who finds onaV Wdza & { K Asgid Hurb@rb deien He é@xplairied why
amariloA d |y SEOStt Syl (ABgamafip, sty 50imetarytal and o NA R3S
YSGSNI GKAOT X® LG OFy (GF1S INRdzyR onn Kdzy RNB
knows, and then it has to be buried for at least 20 or 30 years to turn im@acana.You have
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to be really lucky to find something like that! Make a dining table with that wood, and it will
fFad 72N A&ted Ndkingiapoltithe Bridge we were standing on, he continued
to explain that it is possible to createacanador the future. WC2 NJ Ay adlt yOSz Ay
parts of the trunks are buried inside the road each side. They will turn into macanas
d2YSRIéd LT (GKSe& ySOSNI NBLXFFOS AlG 6A0GK I OSY
As with the springs and thajibe, using different types of trees for different purposes
depends on detailed knowledge of the species and their processes. It is necessary to know
where each of them grows, how big they can become, how long they take to get a specific
size, how are their q@roductive cycles, how they interact with other species or with the
environment around them, and even what processes occur to their trunks after dying. This is
applied to several species. Some people in Upper Veneciaasily kst more than 50 species
of trees that can be used for timber and can tell all the differences between them regarding
all those different processes and characteristics. They can also do the same for other trees
and smaller plants that are not usedrftimber but have other uses, such as medicinal ones,
or because they can indicate information and changes in the forest and the environment in
general. For instance, if you see from a distance a forest with rgaagumos a tree that is
easy to identifyfrom far as it has a silver color that contrasts with the green of the forest, you
can be sure that it is a relatively young forest, with very dense low vegetation that makes it
difficult to walk through. These are also the forests where women gollectmany medicinal
and aromatic wild plants. In contrast, homogenous dark green canopies indicate ancient
forests where the middle and low vegetation has disappeared. There, walking through the
forest is more manageable, and the best types of wood can bediou

The precise knowledge about the forest and its dynamics that campesinos(as) of Upper
Venecia have allows them to perform multiple daily life practices that help them sustain their
farms and families on continuous interaction with the environment by segummportant
elements such as clean water and timber to cook, make constructions and reparations and
sustaining the crops. Thisirgimate knowledggRaffles, 2002).

Furthermore, the traditional practices to secure timber and water in Upper Venecia
and the intimate knowledge that makes them possible also show thatdrests, farms, and
houses are not separate entities but are entangled on a relational continuum. By this, | mean
that the forest can be considered to actively influence how people think andadthow they
shape their houses and farms to secure a living. For instance, blackberry crops are often placed
near the forest line because it protects them against frost. Similarly, tree sprouts of specific
species are collected anmdplantedclose to the house and within the crops to keep the soil
moist and attrat pollinators. The other side of the relation can be seen in hotwnate
knowledgeabout the forest allows people to develop specific practices that transform it in
particular ways. This can be seen in relatively simple practices, such as transforming a bridle
path into a wooden path inside the forestaminos empalizadoshut also in very complex
interventions, such as constructiradjibesto force the springs to accumulate pure water in
specific places where, otherwise, it would flow underground and ausight of people.
Although | focused on the relationship between springs and tree species, manifold other
examples exemplify this sociatological relation in which intimate knowledge operates.
Some of them are part of the ethnographic description®aft 2.

As Raffles (2002) explains through his ethnographic analysis of the Xingu communities
of the Brazilian Amazon, intimate knowledge also implies the development of emotional
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connections with the places and processes with which people interact, which further explains

the capacity to elaborate complex understandings of the forests. Emotional connections
develop with time, also through different generations that transmit oral noeies and

knowledge. This implies that intimate knowledge and its traditional practices are configured
through longterm socialS 02t 2 3A OFf AYGSNI OdA2ya | yR LINROS:
ideas to the case of Upper Venecia, it is possible tonathat knowledge about tree species,

springs in the Andes forests, and other practices and knowledge has developed over time and
through different generations.

The following section shows how, in the case of Upper Venecia and the Sumapaz
region, the configuration of intimate knowledge has been influenced by a process of social
ecological transformations in the context of a decatl@sy campesinstrugglefor land and
autonomy. | will explore how contemporary intimate knowledge and traditional practices
have evolved over time alongside ecological changes, mainly related to the shifting dynamics
of the Andes forests, as well as changes in social and ecomelaiions in the region. This
sets the stage to examine further the critical role of seemdlogical transformations and
intimate knowledge in current conflicts regarding the conservation of the paramo and the
Andes forests, the establishment of a campesinoeres zone, and the livelihoods of
campesino@s)in the Sumapaz region.

EVYHREVIYNDRECTWq! ¢Ut n¥l 8¢ qRY U WRU LW

Critical notes on the historaccount

The story narratedh this sectionis primarily based on the experiences and memories
of campesinos(as) from Upper Venecia, whom | interviewed to collect their life stories and
understand how they experienced the transformation of their territory over several decades.
This information wasupplemented by a literature review to connect the story with broader
regional and national dynamics and to enhance the very early stages of this narrative, in which
the protagonists are no longer alive. In this regard thconstruction of the local historical
account relies mainly on the testimonies of those who participated in the interviews and a
focus group, while the bibliographic sources pertain primarily to the regional and national
context. Although the Sumapazgien has been well documented in historiographic research,
literature on the specific characteristics of the Upper Venecia context is nearkgxistent,
and the area typically appears to play a marginal role within the overarching naredtoue
the regon. Exceptions include some tangential references to the entire municipality of
Venecia as a rearguard area for campesino armeddsféinse groups during the 1950s and
1960s, as well as the scene of violent vendettas between communist and liberal durireg
that time (Londofio, 2011), along with a brief historical account of the foundation of the town
of Venecia (then called Ospina Pérez) in 1924 around a lodging house for travelers along the
route between the towns of Pandi and Cabrera (Velandia, 1982)

In this way, the story of the sociatological transformations of Upper Venecia
primarily reflects the collective memory of thpeople | interviewed along with my
interpretation of those accounts in light of the ethnographic experience in the area and the
examination of bibliographic sources regarding the sqabtical history of the broader
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Sumapaz regionn this section, the historic account, ethnographic descriptions, and basic
techniques of participative ecological and lacalver analysis come together to produce an
interpretation of the longterm socialecological transformations of Upper Venecia that
argues that the progressive consolidation of campesino economies, their forms of inhabiting
this territory and the collective construction of the autonomous initiative to create a ZRC go
hand in hand with the transformation of the high Andesests. As it will become clearer
through this chapter and Part 2, this is one of the fundamental bases for how AGUA Campesina
disputes its place within the scales of meaning and regulation of the Sumapaz highlands as a
legitimate actor toorganize theconservation of the forest. As already elaborated upon in the
previous chapter, this portrays a conception of history in which social struggles and ecological
change ceconstitute each other in a relational way through diachronic proces3éss
intentionaly directs the narrative of the story towards evidencgsughimbrication, departing

from the main practiceoriented objective of thigesearch, of reconstructing the collective
memory of Upper Venecia to contribute tegitimizing and strengthening the ZRC project
before the public environmental and agrariaathorities

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the utilization of techniques of participative
ecology diagnostics and laswdver analysis to complement the ethnographic account of
sociatecological transformations responds in great part to the need to produce atnzr
OKFG Aa fS3aAA0ES F2NJ 0KS LI NFYSGSNAR 2F GKS {
ethical, moral, and politicalhallenges and implicatiorsf collaboratively reconstructing the
collective memory ofi KS LJ I OS> | 1S@& LRAyld 2F lylLfeara
(2020) nicely put itwhen looking at stories of sociatological transformatiorthe intention
isnottod ORBY2YyaGNF GS GKNBIFI 1KE a@tzii dz0eNF € 4 a2 NJ G2
reality, but, rather, to engagm another conversation entirely; it shows how the relationships
S O2YyaARSNI NBft SOOIyl OKI¢gX&E: 2B ati@WNB SEVR S ?
G X8 fof $eBetion on the ethical and political ceaquencesof our histories, as
privileging some worlds and lives owherss 6 LJ® THY UL P

The Colonization of Sumapaz in the Early @éntury

The Sumapaz region, including Venecia, measttledin the late 19th and early 20th
centuries by campesino families fleeing violence and poverty in other regions. The first settlers
GSNBE SaoOl LAy3d LRGSNIeE FyR fFyR RAALIRZRABRSEAAZ2Y
This was a civil war conflict between liberal and conservative parties that lasted three years
and had significant impacts in some regionkere thousands of people in rural communities
were evicted from their lands. It was one of the primary cycles of violence in Colombian
republican history that contributed to land grabbing and accumulation in the Andes region.
While fertile valleys and pteaus were rapidly grabbed through force, dispossessed families
migrated towards the highlands of the Andes, such as the Sumapaz region (Londofio, 2011).
They sought work opportunities in the large haciendas that dominated the reglose
haciendas werénherited by urban elite families from colonial titlethat is, from titles that
were first issued by the Spanish colonial regiMeréinato de la Nueva Granadagfore the
independence of Colombia in 1810.

AccordingtoLondi®® Qa8 OHAMMO KAAG2NRA2IANI LIKAO Fylfea
time of independence, there were no remaining indigenous communitiethe region of

28 La Guerra de los Mil Dias.
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Sumapazwhich wasonce inhabited by several groups such as breas the Sutagaosthe
Sumapacesand theCundaysall related to the Muyscapeople of the Chibcha linguistic family,
which was exterminated and assimilated into mestizo populations before independence. The
last written account of the presence of these indigenous groups in the regifmund in the
General History of the Conquests of the New Kingdom of Grah@itad in Londéo, 2011),
published in 1688 by Lucas Ferndndez de Piedralita.the other hand, most of the
campesino settlers who arrived in the region in the latd 2@d early 2& centuries to work
in the haciendas were mainly mestizo descendantindigenouspopulationsof the more
northern plateau of Cundinamarca and Boyaéd#iflano cundiboyacenseyvho were also
assimilated into mestizo populations and forced to adopt Spanish namésChristianism
before independence.

According to Fajardo (2009), during the first half of th& Zentury, the Colombian
Andes and Caribbean region experienced a continued process of land grabbing and forced
migration of dispossessed campesino families who were then incorporated either as wage
laborers in the growing cities or as peons in the extemsiwal haciendas in which the
cultivation of commaodities such as coffee, rice, and cotton was increasing. In the case of the
middle lands of Sumapaz, dispossessed campesino families were mainly incorporated into
coffee haciendas. At the same time, in thaghlands, such as Upper Venecia, they were
assimilated into the peonage system around timber milling (Londofio, 2011).

In the early 20th century, the economy of Venecia, which was then part of the
municipality of Pandi, relied on collectimghchona(quina) and extracting timber from the
forests. Incoming families settled in haciendas and worked for the landowners under a-feudal
like system, contributing labor, production, and rent in exchange for the right to live and work
on a plot of land. This siggn was prevalent in the large haciendas of the area, including
Hacienda Sumapaz, Hacienda El Chocho, and Hacienda ElI8ddpger Venecia, the main
economic activity was timber milling. Families living in haciendas contributed one day of labor
per week, including cutting trees, sawing timber, or guiding mules to transport the timber.
They also worked in timber milling on tinglots and had to contribute a certain amount of
timber to the hacienda every week. Some settlers owned groups of mules, knawnladas,
and made a living from transporting wood. Rinhe laborers worked in the hacienda's timber
mills and lived in théown (Romero,interview,2021).

During this period, conflicts arose over land possession between landlords and
campesino settlers, leading to territorial conflicts in neighboring territories sucbpger
Sumapazthe parame and Cabrera. Before land authorities, landlords attempted to subject
their inhabitants to the system of rent and peonage. At the same time, campesinos(as) tried
to prove they had inhabited and worked on the lands for a certain periotinee. These
conflicts sometimes led to violent events, such as the conflict betweacienda Sumapaz and
the campesinos@ of Cabrera, who finally succeeded in founding the townCabrera
(Londoiio, 2011). Dionisio Varela, father of the iconic agrarian leader Juan de la Cruz Varela,
and some ancestors of current inhabitants of Upper Venecia were involved in this early
struggle for landRomero,interview,2021).

Agrarian leaders in the region had a close relationship with liberal and leftist political
leaders in Bogota, which helped achieve important accomplishments such as the foundation

2 0Own translation. Historia General delas Conquistas del Nuezo Reyno de Granada.
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of Cabrera and initial land distribution initiatives (Londofio, 2011). The news|izpedad

edited by the liberal politician Erasmo Valencia, circulated among the campesinos(as) of the
region It disseminatedcampesincstruggles for land in Colombia and informed them about
the legal tools they could use to obtdandand defend ifCastillo, D.interview,2021). In the

late 1920s and early 1930s, tB®ciedad Agricola del Sumaffamas founded by Valencia to
support land struggles in the region, which often consisted of stopping to pay rent and labor
to haciendas and legally pressing for the land to be titled to campesino(as) as uncultivated
lands. This combined strategy of localotis and strategic litigation led to the dismantling of
large portions of haciendas in the region and the distribution of lands in the early 1930s. The
famous liberal agrarian politicians Jorge Eliécer Gaitdn and Erasmo Valencia supported these
processesby contributing with legal demands and procedures to defend the interests of
campesino settlers and their struggles for land. In other relatively close regions, like the south
of Tolima, there were increasingly violent conflicts between -sejfinized grops of
campesino&s) the army, and private armed forces over the possession of fertile lands. Some
families from this region also migrated towards the Sumapaz highlands, escaping from
violence and contributing to the growing population and workforce in the timber mills of
Venecia.

On a broadeievel, the first three decades of the #0Century in the Andes region
constituted a period of continued expansion of big latifundia over fertile lands of the valleys
and plateaus through violent means, forced migration of rural populations into the cities and
the Andes highlands, and progresswelcreasing agrarian struggles in which legal means and
connections of campesino movements with agrarian liberal and leftist politicians were vital to
gain some very localized victories in terms atmlbution of land for dispossessed campesino
families (Fajardo, 2009; Londofio, 2011; Salgado, 2012; Molano, 1987). In the words of
Londofio (2011), for the Sumapaz region, this was the boiling period of the later land eonflict
related violence of the 1940md 1950s.

The timber mills of Hacienda Hungria

For current inhabitants of Upper Venecia, land conflicts began with the foundation of
Hacienda Hungria in 1938. That year, Anibal Montealegre, who came from a family of agrarian
StAiSa FTNRY (KS WwO2FF¥SS I ESQ HualehdaMyhgrimad? dz3 K (i
organized an intensive timber milling system. The specific reasons why this family migrated to
the highlands of Venecia are unknown. However, based on broader regional and national
dynamics, it is possible to hypothesize that they took parthe general migration trend
known as thecolonizacion pais&; a decadedong process in which botbaisaagrarian elites
and impoverishedpaisa campesinos(as) migrated into several parts of the Central Andes
Mountain Rangeamong other regions following a progressive decadence of the gold mining
economy that had contributed to the relative industrialization of Medel@apital of
Antioquia. As Fajardo (2009) explains, wealtpgisafamilies purchased lands or, in some
cases, just occupied lands in certain territories represented as vacant landaldios-
unhabited territories with significant natural resources and economic potential. Inrthedle

30 Agrarian Society of Sumapaz.

81 paisais an informal and nationally widespread term used to refer to the inhabitants of the Antioquia region in
0KS 2SadGdSNYy !'yRSa az2dzylilAy wky3aS |yR gKIG Aa 1yz2sey
Antioquig Quindig and some parts of northern Tolima
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lands of the Andes region, coffee haciendas were usually established, while upper and
forested lands were exploited to produce timber agquina

Through the growing of coffee haciendas in the middle lands and the increasing timber
exploitation in the highlands, the Sumapaz region faced in this period the expansion of
capitalistic relations over its rural inhabitants and its forests, implying toansdtions in the
landscape and social relations between landowners and settler campesinos(as). As Patel and
Moore (2017) have reflected, the imposition of extractive economies and exploitative social
relations over new territories represented as vacant aagdourcerich has been a common
characteristic of the expansion of capitalism, transforming regional and local-scoiagical
relations. The intensive extraction of higjuality timber through cheap labor facilitated by a
peonage system transformed tHandscape during this period in Sumapaz. Simultaneously,
other regions of Colombia represented as vacant lands were under similar dynamics, such as
certain areas of the Amazon, where Indigenous communities were forced to work on the
extraction of rubber & export to industrialized economies and the rapid expansion of banana
plantations on the Caribbean plains, where unionized agrarian workers were violently
prosecuted (Fajardo, 2009).

Current inhabitants of Venecia remember that the territory of Upper Venecia was
often calledEl Baldi®@ @ Ay KIoAGFyGa 2F GKS t26SNJ fFyRA
+ OFLyd [FYR®Q LG o1& NBLINBaSyadSR a I gAtRX
work opportunities, natural resourcesmainly the forest with higlkguality types of wood
and bnd for settlers. Even today, some inhabitants of the town of Venecia refer to the upper
lands a<tl Baldi@nd remain reluctant to go there, as it idistepresented as dangerous, cold,
and wild. Although this can only be a hypothesis, it is possible that the Montealegre family
was part of the latgpaisamigration and was attracted to Upper Venecia by the stories about
abundant natural resources to be exploited. They bought a portion of the enoriHacienda
Sumapazwhich had over 200,000 ha and belonged to a wealthy family of Bogota, who had
inherited the hacienda since colonial times (Londofio, 2011).

On the other hand, landless and dispossessed campesino families arrived at Hacienda
Hungria, looking for land and work opportunities. They had to pay rent, labor, and wood to
establishthemselveswithin the hacienda. In addition to tenants, there were also wage
laborers in the nearby town of Venecia. Those who owned mules provided cargo services, but
the hacienda also had mules and oxen for this purp@sesa Hungrigdhe hacienda mansion,
was constructed between 1944 and 1950 by foreign architects usmdribst woods in the
region. It is now a protected historical building of the municipality of Vereotavery often
works as a meeting center for the local community.
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Picture 3. Casa Hungria, 2021

In the late1940s, the intensity of timber milling was such that Montealegre built an air
cable car system to transport timber from the sawmills to the town. Timber was transported
with mules to the cable station and then transferred by cable cars to a second stetiore
being transported downhill with mules to the town for commercializatiSBome tenants also
sawed wood on their plots and transported it to town using mules on bridle paths.

These journeys were complex and exhausting due to inclement weather and the dire
state of the paths. Current inhabitants recall that at that time, the climate was much rainier,
wetter, and colder than today. Working in the sawmills or transporting timbeam being
constantly wet, cold, and muddgéstillo, D.interview,2021). They remember how, in rainy
seasons, streams of flowing water would suddenly form inside the forest and then disappear
or change course in unpredictable ways. This made constructing established paths through
the forest challenging, as the terrain constly changed. As a result, it was relatively common
for sawyers to gelost in the forest when looking for areas with highality trees. As one of
GKSY NBYSYOSNE G2RIFeé&x G2 2 @SND2 YdRawinkdinary OK | f
LJ- { &6 3h&r minds following signs such as big rocks and observing the behavior of certain
birds in order to guide themselves through the forest where there were no established paths
(Castillo, D.interview, 2021).

Although the changing streams of water rarely appear today, some of these learnings
are still important when exploring the foresin their farms to look for places to get clean
water or when they need to look for a specific type of tree or plant inside the forest. This type
of intimate knowledge emerged through the interaction with the forest since the times of
Hacienda Hungrialt has been transformed and transmitted to younger generations, for
whom they are valuable in their everyday liyas illustratedn the previous section. However,
this shows that intimate knowledge can also develop within contexts of extractive economies,
such as timber extraction iHacienda Hungriawhere campesinos(as) had no option but to
learn about the dynamics of the forest in order to survive and be able to pay the rent to the
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landlord. Considering this is relevant not to romanticize the relation that campesinos(as) build
with the forest and the configuring process of intimate knowledge. As | have reflected in
previous research (Vélez, 2015; 2019), intimate knowledge and pexedsentanglement

with ecological changeven happen amidst conflictive relations with it, as is the case for
campesinos(as) of northwestern Amazonia who have developed a deep knowledge of the
amazonian forests while they often fear the dangerous wait behave towards humans
when they are hunting or collecting timber. Similarly, some Amazonian Indigenous
communities are immersed in constant negotiations and mediations with agents of the forest
in order to be able to practice hunting, fishing, and timlaed fruit collection (Viveiros de
Castro, 2010; Kohn, 2013).

In Hacienda Hungridrees were cut using an axe to produce wooden logs for sawing.
In the hacienda, machines callethchacasvere used, while on tenant plots, a rudimentary
machine called analacateor simple saws were used. Abandoned machines and parts of the
cable car system are still present in the area (Castillantérview, 2021) as vestiges of the
times of Hacienda HungriaAmong the most exploited types of wood at the time, some
sawyers who still live in the territory remembamarillo, roble, quimbe, chucal, cedf@astillo,
H.,interview,2021; Ostosinterview,2021),encenillo, chuguacéan, algodandpunta de lanza
(Melgarejo, interview, 2023). This was primarily work for men, but some women were
occasionally involved in sawing afrdnsporting wood, in addition to their usual tasks of
taking care of households and cooking for sawyers working on their farms (Rameroiew,
2023). By constantly working in the forest with different tree species, campesinos(as) of Upper
Venecia progressively learned the different possible uses of different tree species for the cores
of their homes and farms. They learned which trees were letiebuild a house, which to
construct wooden paths or bridges, which ones were best suited for cooking, and even
medicinal uses of specific parts of different trees and other plasush as the leaves, the
roots, and the bark. Although some typafstrees are more difficult to find nowadays or are
found further inside the forest, they are still looked for and used when needed for a specific
purpose, such as building or fixing a housefor some medicinal preparations.

The lands that were progressively cleared of forest in Hacienda Hungria were gradually
transformed into pastures for tannery cattle, which constituted the hacienda's second type of
economic activityCastillo, D.interview,2021).In some cases, as tenants cleared land on their
rented plots, they gave it back to the hacienda to introduce cattle. They received a new plot
with forest cover to continue extracting timber, which implied they had to move to a new
sector and start over agn by establishing a hee and a farm. Other families decided to stay
and establish crops such as potatoes, corn, squash, onjomdila, arracacha beans, peas,
and fruit trees. These crops were mainly taken care of by women and children. Hunting for
bush meat was another source of food for the settler families. They hunted for animals such
asgurres(armadillo),sochegqa type of deer without horns)yuatines(a forest rodent) and
pavas(a big forest bird). The construction of wooden and bridle roads, the clearing of forests,
the progressive establishment of pastures and food crops, and the construction of
rudimentary wooden houses shaped the transformation of the landscape during thadpe
which progressively changed from a vast forest to an intertwined landscape of forest, paths
and scattered houses and farms.

Regarding land conflicts, Hacienda Hungria did not remain isolated from the broader
dynamics in the Sumapaz and the Andes region. Conflicts between landlords and settlers
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occurred in Hacienda Hungria, resulting in localized attempts to revolt by not paying rent and
refusing to work for the hacienda. The hacienda violently controlled these attempts with the
help of the police, who used to beat campesif@®and burn down theihouses (Rodriguez,
interview,2021). Pedro Rodriguez, a campesino settler of Upper Venecia, actively participated
in the campesino uprisings led by the iconic agrarian leader of the agrarian struggles in
Sumapaz, Juan de la Cruz Varela. Rodriguez pednumllective abstention from paying
tribute to the hacienda and was imprisoned multiple times for such activities. He was probably
involved in theSociedad Agricola del Sumap#ze organization founded with the help of
leftist agrarian politicians to support struggles for the land of campesinos(as) of the region.
According to Londofio (2011), liberal politicians Erasmo Valencia and Jorge Eliécer Gaitan
helped solve land conflistpeacefully through legal channels, especially during conjunctures
in which Iberal governments were in power. Until the late 1940s, the government tended to
favor settlers in these conflicts and bought land from landlords to redistribute it to settlers as
part of the Revolucion en Marcheeformist program of President Alfonso Lépez Pumarejo
(19341938 and 1942945). Sumapaz settlers participated in democratic activities,
supporting agrarian political movements like UNIR (National Union of the Revolutiona#y Left)
and the National Agrarian Party. At the same time, conservative sectors portrayed these
movements as communist threats to national sovereignty and promoted the use of police and
the army to persecute them. In certain areas, land grabbing and dispossessieecoming
increasingly violent, while groups of organized campesinos(as) were getting rudimentarily
armed to defend their lands and resorted to legal strategies at the same time to obtain title
deeds(Londofiq 2011)

This shows that next to the progressive processeafning how to live within the
forests of Upper Venecia, campesinos(as) of the region were, since these early decades,
getting involved in the process of contestation and resistance against powerful agents such as
the landlords, the policeand conservative economic elites. As it will become more apparent
as we move on with time, a conflict between different ways of inhabiting the forest and
organizing social relations was emerging in Upper Venecia and the Sumapaz region, a struggle
between competing meamgs and regulations about the highlands. The outcome of such
conflictive dynamics would significantly impact the landscape transformations, the
relationship of campesinos(as) with the forests, and the way they face contemporary political
struggles aroundtte conservation of paramos and Andes forests.

¢tKS SYR 2F | I OASYRIF 1 dzyANNFY bdzS@S RS I ¢
The assassination of Jorge Eliécer Gaitdn on APril9483 at the momenta
candidate for presidential elections, andBfasmo Valencia in 1949 led to armed violence in
Sumapaz. Revolts occurred in several municipalities among organized groups of
campesinos(as), forming seléfense groups and guerrillas to confront the police, army, and
landlords across the Sumapaz region and nearby regions (Londofio, 2011). The persecution by
official forces and conservative private armies heavily intensified, and the process of violent

32 Unidad Nacional de Izquierda RevolucionarigRevolutionary Left National Union)

33 April 9" of 1948-Nueve de Abrilis considered to be the starting day of the bipartisan civil war period known
asLa Violenciand one of the most significant dates in the history of Colombian internal corfflictl 9this
commemorated every year as the National Day of the Victims.

on



land grabbing was accelerated in different areas of close regions, especially the lowlands of
Sumapaz and eastern and southern Tolima.

According to the memories of lorgne residents of Upper Venecia, the region was
not significantly affected by this initial wave of violence. Instead, it became a haven for families
seeking refuge from nearby confrontation€gstillo, D.,interview, 2021; Romero, A.,
interview, 2021). Families of dispossessedmpesinos(ash close regionssuch as the south
of Tolima,organized what Molano (1987) callemblumnas en marchaThe columnas en
marchawere groups of hundreds and, in some cases, thousands of dispossessed campesino
families who migrated together to remote areastbe Sumapazaramoand the Duda and
Guayabero region in the transition from the Andes to the Amazon region (Molano, 1987;
Londofio, 2011). This constituted one of the prominent early waves of campesino colonization
and expansion of the agricultural frontier in Sumapaz arel Aimazonian piedmont. At the
same time, conservative landowners secured most of the lower Andes fertds.l&tthough
most of the columnas en marchanigrated to the Amazonian piedmont, other armed
campesino selflefense groups managed to resist in vast areas surrounding Upper Venecia,
such as the municipality of Cabrera and the Sumapaz paramo. In Upper Venecia, Hacienda
Hungria's sawmills continued egating normally until 1954 and incorporated new wage
laborers and tenants fleeing the conflict in nearby areas.

In 1953, the military government of President General Rojas Pinilla reached an
agreement with liberal guerrillas and some campesino-@gelénse groups led by Juan de la
Cruz Varela, which resulted in a temporary end to the armed confrontations that fdithe
assassination of Gaitan. The agreement involved the disarmament of these groups and the
promotion of agricultural development projects for the Sumapaz region, including land titling
for campesino settlers and the construction of rural roads. Howetrer army launched an
intense persecution of agrarian leaders in the region after the agreements, accusing them of
being dangerous communists. In the 1950s, armed conflict brokeagain in the region
causing several armed campesinos(as) to take refuge in Venecia, which became the main
bastion of defense for the campesino sd#fense groups of Sumapaz. Most of Upper
+SYSOAF QA AYKIOAGlYGa FanyICashle, Dijkryied,2021)a S IS NS
Hacienda Hungria was abandoned, and tlentealegre family took refuge in Bogota
(Montealegre, M.interview,2021). The period between 1954 and 1957 is remembered in the
region as one of extreme violence, including aerial bombings by the army and armed
confrontations on the ground (Romero, Anterview, 2021). The infamous napalm bombing
attacks by the army happened during this periodhiea Sumapaparamoagainstcolumnas en
marchathat were fleeing toward Dudand Guayabero in the Amazonian piedmont (Londofio,
2011; Molano, 2016).

In 1957, the military government made a new peace agreement with armed campesino
groups in Sumapaz. Roj&snilla reached the agreement under pressure from moderate
military officials and political leaders (Londofio, 2011). That year, Rojas resagaeal military
junta organized elections that led to the second government of liberal Alberto Lleras Camargo.
After the pacification of Sumapaz, many families returned to their homes and farms, including
the Montealegre family. However, most of tiel O A Slghislw@r& occupied by former
tenants and new families, and the hacienda was reduced to less than 150éhhadienda’s
sawmills, machines, and cable car system never worked again.
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As Londoiio (2011) explains, when taking a look at a broader regional and national
picture after these waves of violence, the Sumapaz middle and highlands constituted a
deviation from a structural process of land grabbing and massive dispossession fosgampe
families that violently occurred in most of the Andes fertile lands, as groups afrgelhized
campesinos(as) managed to retain their lands in areasttigeSumapaz paramo, Cabrera,
Upper Venecia and other highlands of the region. In some pattseofegion, such as Upper
Venecia, they even achieved an independent process of dismantling big haciendas and
redistributing lands. In contrast, the general transformation process of the Andes region
implied a massive wave of migration toward the Amazomeedmont (Molano, 1987), where
campesino families restablished themselves and begerorganizingheir community lives
within the Amazonian forests.

WiE [/ 2t2yAFQ Ay [ LIISNI +SySOALFY wShadzNYy G+
Since 1957, hundreds of families of former tenants of Hacienda Hungria returned to
Upper Venecia. They found their plots abandoned and damdgédyradually restored their
crops and houses. As older inhabitants recall, the landscape had significantly changed, as the
F2NBadG wiz21 olFrO01Q Y2ad 2F (GKS ONRLA |yR SO
devoted to rebuilding bridle and woodgraths, clearing the abandoned crops to be able to
grow food again, and restoring the houses.

The timber milling economy recovered with a new model: families now sawed timber
on their land independently and transported it on mules to the town \éénecia. The
cultivation of food crops also increased considerably, becoming more prominent and common
than before the displacemenVglazquezinterview,2021).Hacienda Hungria was reduced to
108 hectares after covering 1205 hectares at its peak. The Montealegre family worked in
sawmilling until Anibal Montealegre died in 1969. Afterward, they focused on crops and cattle
ranching. The hacienda shrank to al#ftare farm, with the remaining lands distributed
among campesino families. His wife stayed oe tarm with her children, working on food
crops and caring for them until she died in 198Mntealagre, M.jnterview, 2021).

After the 1957 agreements between Rojas Pinilla and the armed campesino groups of
Sumapaz and other regions of the country, the president who succeeded the military- junta
liberal Alberto Lleras Camargereated the Colombian Institute for Agrarian Refofimcora)

-Law 135 of 1961to coordinate the distribution of land to settlers. Incora titled uncultivated
lands and purchased land from large haciendas that had been invadedrgesinos(as)
(Londofio, 2011). Hacienda Hungria was bought almost entirelyinbgra from the
Montealegre family and gave title deeds to its former tenants, some of their day laborers, and
other settlers who arrived afteLaViolencia(Veldzquezinterview, 2021).Incora titles were

only given to men, making it difficult for women to retain their land if their husbands died.
Due to a lack of identity documents, women who bought their land had to do it in the name
of male relatives (Focus group, 2023).

The reformist government tried tamplement an agrarian reform in some of the
previously grabbed lands of the fertile valleys of the Andes and the Caribbean plains, buying
back large haciendas being invaded by groups of campesinosl@s)ing lands. However,
what the reform could achieve was timid compared to the number of dispossessed lands
during the period oLa ViolencigFajardo, 2009). In Upper Venecia, the local agrarian leader
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Pedro Rodriguez played a vital role in initiating land titling for campesino families after the
dismantling ofHacienda HungrigHe relied on his contacts with political and agrarian leaders
in the region and Bogotéa to coordinate land distribution and organize a commbasgd
cooperative Rodriguezinterview,2021). The families who received plots of land contributed
with days of labor in collective crops amdaintained bridle and wooden paths in good
condition Montealegre,interview, 2021; Castillointerview, 2021). The residents of Venecia
refer to this early community organization system @4 I [ a2Similay” Brfanization
initiatives were promoted in other parts of the country where campesino families were given
land titles by Incora.

Families who had fled to the colonization zones of Duda and Guayabero in the
Amazonian piedmont learned to develop community work and solidarity networks for survival
in the Amazon forestsand, upon returning to Sumapaz, they brought this knowledge with
them, influencing the organization of this collective system to work the land. As Molano (1987)
explains developing community work and solidarity networks among neighbors was
fundamental for survival in the Amazonian colonization zones and strongly in#lden
campesino forms of organization in the Andes after returning. As recounted by inhabitants of
Upper Venecia, the organization process contributed to improving conditions for the region,
as they could independently build local schools and extend thastrcture of rural roads.
During this period, local committees of organized neighbors, cadlietas de Accion Comunal
(JACs), were created in Upper Venecia. These local committees were a way to get organized
to reconstructbasic infrastructure such as roads and schools and promote collaboration
between neighbors to collectively restore the farms and houses. The JACs have perdured until
today, with new ones being created as the population grows, and are the localrgadmsis
for the broader campesino reserve zone initiati¥e.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the land distribution and titling process was relatively
peaceful in the Sumapaz region. President Carlos Lleras Restrepo firmly pushed this process
between 1966 and 1970. The government even formalized a national campesiruaisso
that would lead land distribution initiatives in several regions, the ANN#flonal Association
of Campesino Workeis. However, this reformist period was followed by a counteform
process during the conservative government of Misael Pastrana between 1970 and 1974
(Fajardo, 2009). As Fajardo (2009) explains, colonization and land titling projects were
redirected to the ucultivated areas of the northwestern Amazonia during this government.
This government supported the expansion of haciendas in the fertile-Aeles valleys and

34 Juntas de Accion Comun@ACs) are official ngmaid/voluntary governing organs that are composed of
members of the local community through ndanded local elections every two years. The JACs operate as a
council of neighbors that tries to find concrete solutions for their tergi, such as building and fixing roads,
solving conflicts between neighbors, and raising claims to the regional government®xigt@s almost every
campesino territory in Colombia, and they have played multiple complex societal and political roles that go
beyond what is institutedby law. In many cases, besides solving local conflicts between neighbors and
administering minor funds for community activities, they have played a decisive role in the social and political
organization of campesino communities. For instance, in procedsiifferent waves of campesino colonization
over new agrarian frontiers since the 1960s, they have served as local consuetudinary authorities to organize
community life, impulse the construction and maintenance of local infrastructure, issue unoiuiatdnure
certificates, establish communiyased environmental regulations, mediate between local communities, the
government and armed groups, among other contdgpendent roles. They constitute the grassroots
organizational backbone of campesino sba@vements across the country.

35 Asociacion Nacional de Usuarios CampesiAbiJG.

oT



worked to ease the social pressure on these lands. Agrarian elites used this government to
stop land redistribution in the Andes and Caribbean plains. Instead, colonization programs
were promoted in the forested lands of the Amazonian and Pacific regiesglting in a
second cycle of agrarian frontier expansion (Molano, 1987).

As | analyzed in previous research (Vélez, 2019), during this period, the government
promoted the representation of Amazon as a vast vacant land through press and radio
campaigns to promote the migration of campesino families to this region. The army even
organized logistic operations to offer transport by land and air for hundreds of campesino
families who signed up for colonization programs that offered lands in the Amazon. This
process was nhamed by Molano (1987) asdhrected colonizationf the Amazonin contrast
to the previous cycles oforced colonizatio caused bythe violent persecution of
campesinos(as) he terms forced colonization and directed colonization are used by Molano
(1987) to distinguish between two waves of massive migration of campesino populations from
the Andes into northwestern Amazonia. The first wave was mainly driven by the violent
prosecution of campesino families by the army and conservative private armies during the
times ofLa Violencialuring the 1940s and 1950f(ced colonizatio)) while the second one
was related to the significant efford ¥ | ANJI NA Yy St AdGSa FyR GKS
to promote migration into the northwestern Amazonia undbe Pacto de Chicorédlirected
colonization)’

However, within this countereformist period, the campesino economy in Sumapaz
developed with relative peace, and the campesino families of Upper Venecia and other areas
of Sumapaz stayed on their lands and continued improving their farms, increasing the
cultivation of food crops and extracting timber for cash incomes. Some landless
campesinos(as) kept arriving in Upper Venecia, attracted by ‘¥o#eice stories about the
availability of land and the possibility of working in the timber milling econdniabitants of
Upper Venecia remember this period for the changing landscape that could be appreciated
from the bridle paths used to communicate different farms and to transport timber to the
town. Food crops were becoming more common, and it was normegéalifferent vegetable
gardens and crops around houses, whereas before, cattle were mainly introduced after
clearing land. Although timber extraction remained the main economic activity, farms
underwent a transformation that changed the landscape closethe paths (Castillo,
interview,2021).As was described by women in a focus group (2023), learning how to manage
ONR LA yYySEG (2 GKS T2NB&ald FyR dzyRSNEGI YRAY3
long process. By experimenting with different crops, bringing plants from the foredt, an
replanting them in their gardens, they learned different strategies to produce food and grow
aromatic and medicinal plants they did not know before. The intimate knowledge that women
possess nowadays about forest medicinal plants and aromatics origimatad period and
has been transmitted to younger generations of women who are now working on a collective
project to produce aromatic plants and gain economic independeageénitiative that | will
analyze in Part 2 as part of the ZRC preject

36 This agreement between the government and the agrarian elites is kno®aae de Chicorasigned in 1972.

%7 In Part 2, ftouch uponthe frictions and hybridizations betwedmdigenousand campesino populations in
Northwestern Amazonia as a result of these and other waves of colonization, when reflecting on the political
character of the notion of campesino(a) and its relation with the constitutional multicultural essentialization of
Indigenous ethnicities.
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The arrival of chainsaws and a second boom for sawmilling
In the 1980s, Upper Venecia experienced two economic booms that attracted new
families: the cultivation olulo (a type of citric endemic to South American tropical highlands)
and a new increase in timber sawmilling. Most new families were late returnees from the
colonization areas of the Duda and Guayabero regions in the Amazonian piedmont.

The introduction of chainsaws as sawing tools increased the intensity of timber milling.
With chainsaws, sawyers could work alone and saw the wood in the same place where the
trees were cutand then transport the blocks with mules from there. Before chainsaws, a pair
of sawyers sawed an average of fifty meters of wood daily, using an axe and thealtwate
andmachacamachines. One meter of wood is the measure for a block one meter long, twenty
centimeters wide, and three centimeters thick. With chainsaa single sawyer could saw an
average of two hundred meters of wood paay (Castillo, A. & Castillo, khterview,2021).

During this period, sawmills operated differently than in the heydays of Hacienda
Hungria. Campesinos(as) who owned their land could extract timber from it, while others
allowed landless sawyers to use a forest plot in exchange for half of the produSoome
leased forest plots to outsiders, who paid wages to saw milléestfllo, H.interview,2021;
Ostos,interview, 2021). The intensity of timber exploitation was so big that chainsaws could
be heard several kilometers away as they echoed off the sading mountains (Castillo, A.,
2021). People of the region remember the endless lines of mules bringing the timber down to
the village on a journey of approximately four hours along wooden paths to the hamlet of
Puertas and then along a cobbled road te ttown (Castillo, H.interview, 2021). There,
different timber merchants bought the blocks and transported them to big cities such as
Fusagasugd, Ibagué, Bogota, and the river port of Honda for overseas exportation. Some
women who pulled mules recall that this type of work became anowoptor them because
they could earn some money of their own, as money from sawmilling and crops was usually
only controlled by men (Focus group, 2023). Some women who still live in the territory started
guiding mules at the age of thirteen or fourteen aremember how many of them had to
carry their children in their arms along the mule tracks (Focus group, 2023). This work was
dangerous due to the deep ditches on both sides of the roads, knowargsgones created
by the wooden blocks hanging from the mules' sides (Melganmajerview, 2023).

The new timber boom in Upper Venecia increased economic income and allowed
campesino families to invest in commercial crops for the first timdocultivation became
the main crop, complementing sawmills in terms of income. kanding families used the
timber boom to invest in lulo crops and improve their homes and farms. It also led to the
improvement of rural roads through community work. Th#o crops dominated the
landscape surrounding the houses, and the long lines of mules going downhill tovthe to
were often intertwined withlulo and timber cargo.

Sawyers of this time recall that they explored the forests in Upper Venecia further
during this boom, reaching even the most remote highlands in the transition to the paramo,
where they could see animals that were thought to have disappeared from therrégethe
sochedeer and Andedears (Castillo, Hinterview, 2021). As some recall, this period also
brought them new understandings of the forest and its dynamias instance, one of them
narrates that they got to walk for the first time through whiey call ancient forests, those
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whose canopy takes a dark green color frardistance. They learned that the middle and
lower vegetation inside these forests is almost nonexistent, and it is easier to walk around
than in recovering forests, making it easier to find a specific type of tree when needed or to
look for water springs. @the other hand, in the ancient forests, the diversity of trees and
vegetation is much lower than in recovering forests, and it is not easy to find the medicinal
plants that women usually look for in the recovering forests close to their farms. Thisftype
progressive transformation in the understanding of the forests by campesinos(as) of Upper
Venecia is related to the configuring of the intimate knowledge about specific dynamics, which
today allowsthem to manage and relate to the forests in particular ways, as illustrated by
some ofthe ethnographic descriptions earlier.

During this time, the armed conflict got new dimensions with the intermittent
incursions of the FARC guerrilla and the army. There were armed confrontations, with both
groups accusing the civilians of supporting the other side. The army used to takdebired
the school in the hamlet EI Timbrad Upper Veneciaguring combats with the guerrillas,
forcing the teachers and children to lie down for safety (Focus group, 2023). Violence forced
many families to leave the area. Often, women decided to migestethey feared their
children would be recruited or join the guerrilla movement, while men stayed on the farms to
ensure outsiders would not occupy their lands. Most people who left took refuge in the
hamlets of theSumapaz paramo, where they had relatives and friends. As narrated by them,
when they returned during the 2000s, they brought new lessons on community organization
to Upper Venecia, as they could participate in the campesino organizational initiatithes of
Sumapaparamo(Focus group, 2023). &ke connections with the campesino organizational
process in the paramo are essential for contemporary initiatives to promote campesino
reserve zones (ZRC), as several local communities seek to create adjacent ZRCs throughout
the Sumapaz region.

The apogee of agriculture and commuHiigsed conservation
Lulocultivation boomed until a plague hit in the late 1990s, wiping out crops. However,
by then, families had introduced new crops like tree tomatoes and blackberriésyesting
the incomes ofulo and timber milling. They lived off a mixed economy of timber sawmilling,
blackberry, lulo, and tree tomato cultivation, supplemented by food crops, milk cattle, and
hunting.

Along with increasedagricultural activities, timber milling started to reduce
progressively. Additionally, by this moment, the JACs had incorporated some customary
conservation norms mainly promoted by some families who learned about them when they
lived in the Duda and Guayabero colatian zones of the Amazonian piedmont. The main
norm was to keep approximately orikird of the farms in forest reserves. This was in addition
to the collective awareness that existed about the importance of preservinptiest around
water sources such as springs, wetlands, rivers, and streams.

Toward the end of the 1990s, the FARC consolidated its presence in the territory due
to the deescalation of the conflict due to the peace talks promotedpbgsident Andrés
Pastrana (199&2002). The consolidation of a single armed actor creatatilityin the region
and allowed the guerrilla to promote certain norms related to environmental conservation
and agriculture. These norms contributed to accelerating the transition from the timber
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economy to agricultural activities. Sometimes, FARC soldiers attended JAC meetings to
explicitly informof the prohibition of cutting trees around water sources and demanded that
each farm should keep a minimum of 30% of the land as a forest reserve, further
institutionalizing this practice. In addition, they prohibited commercial timber milling,
establishinghat new land could only be cleareditrees to cultivate food crops.

The consolidation of communHyased authorities and the consolidation of the
agricultural campesino economy led to the improvement of access roads and the arrival of
some essential public services. In 1995, the first road was built ihenbown of Venecia to
the hamlet of Buenos Aires. Subsequently, with community work, the road was extended to
the higher sectors of the territoryCastillo, A.interview, 2021). This greatly facilitated the
commercialization of agricultural products and led to the emegeof blackberry cultivation.
According to an elder inhabitant of the region, the construction of the road definitively marked
the transition from timber exploitation to an agricultural campesino economy since the main
advantage of the sawmills over agiiitwre was that timber could be stored for a long time
and transported over difficult roads with mules without damaging the product (Romero,
interview, 2021).The construction of the road allowed families to sell blackberries and other
products close to thie homes without having to transport them with mules to the town. In
1998, the first public electricity network was installed, which was extended to the entire Upper
Venecia in 1999 with the support of community work. Local inhabitants used their mules and
oxen to transport the cables and poles to install the network.

As inhabitants of the region explain, the consolidation of the blackberry crops created
an apogee on several fronts. The blackberry crops became, as they say colloquially, their milk
cow, and made public investment management possible for constructing roads and power
lines. This boom in the region attracted new campesino families, who began to buy some plots
of land within the existing farms. As the population grew, new JACs were cresigdome
continued to subdivide into several JACs as the populatioreased until they reached the
ten hamlets that today compose the territory of what was formerly the Hacienda Huagdia
today is the Campesino Reserve Zone of Upper VerEo@aten hamlets are called Palmares
Alto, Palmares Medio, Palmares Bajo, Santa Barbara, Los Robles, Buenos Aires Alto, Buenos
Aires Bajo, San Antonio Alto, San Antonio Bajo, and Las Mercedes.

Postconflict, pAramo delimitation and emergence of the ZRC

The Peace Agreement between the government and the FARC in 2016 and its
subsequent implementation process also influenced recent territorial transformations in
Upper Venecia. Some former fighters of the FARC and their families returned to Upper Venecia
to start their new lives as civilians. The community's good reception, inclusion in community
organizations, and incorporation into the economic dynamics of the territory are evidence of
a relatively successful local case of peace and-pastiict. The Peackgreement also resulted
in a surge of interest and opportunities for ngovernmental organizations and universities
to assist in the social processes of pognhflict implementation and territorial organization.

In Upper Venecia, this led to the collabtion of community organizations, NGOs, and
research groups who aim to support their projedts.the previous chapter, | explained how
Cealdes, the association of which | am a part and through which | could work in Upper Venecia,
arrived in this region ithe context of the peace process.
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In 2017, after a ruling of the Constitutional Court, the Ministry of Environment
delimited the Sumapaparamo as a protected area, following techniesdientific criteria
(Castillg 2023. | will expand orthis later. The highest lands of Upper Venecia were included
inside this delimitation as part of thparamag and all the rest of Upper Venecia was
demarcated as a buffer zone, the Andes forests at the other side of the line. This created
several conflicts with the campesino communities of the paramo, who feared they could be
evicted from their lands and suspect the old hydroelectric project EI Paso would be
reactivated. The campesino communities of several buffer zones of the Sumapaz reg
surrounding the paramo were also concerned about the delimitation. For instance, in Upper
Venecia, people feared that evicted campesinos(as) from the paramo could eventually migrate
to lower areas of the region and create social conflicts over the.l&tgb, environmental
zoning with specific and stricter regulations for productive activities in their territory became
a major concern, which materialized in the increassurveillanceand sanctioning operations
by the Regional Autonomous Corporation @tindinamarca (CAR). Regional autonomous
corporations are decentralized public institutions in chargewrseeinghe access and use
of natural resources outside of national natural parks. The central National Parks Agency
controls environmental regulations inside a natural park, such as the National Natural Park
(PNN) Sumapaz, which covers most of the Sumapaz Pafdmaegional CAR is in charge of
SYGANRYYSyGlrt 2NRSNAYy3A YR adiNBSAttlFIyOS Ay
Andes forests.

The delimitation of thgpdramotriggered a process of social organization in the entire
Sumapaz region, reactivating some campesino organizations at regional and local levels, some
of which have a long history of resistance against and negotiation with the State and powerful
landlordsaround agrarian issues such as landliigtribution policies and economic integration
of campesinos(as). As a result, theordinadora Campesina Regional de Sumapaz y Cruz Verde
-Regional Campesino Coordinator of Sumapaz and @erde was created in 2017 in a
popular assembly in San Juan de Sumapaz, the main town in the paramo, with the
participation of hundreds of people from all over the region.

The Coordinadora Campesimas born as a regional campesino organization with
delegates from all the municipalities of the Sumapaz region to oppose what they considered
an arbitrary delimitation of the paramo over a territory they have inhabited for decades
(Coordinadora Campesin2021). Upper Venecia has delegates in this organization who
actively participated ira process oftrategic litigationagainst the delimitationthrough a
tutelaaction. This is a legal tool to demand the protection of fundamental rights contemplated
in the Colombian Constitution. With thetntela action, the representatives of Coordinadora
Campesina alleged the violation of the right to environmental participation, equality, and
work. The 40th Administrative Court of Bogota agreed with the demand and decided to
provisionally suspend the delimitatmoand order the Ministry of Environment to carry out a
new delimitation process with the participation of all the affed communities.

Since then, the slow dialogue process between the Ministry of Environment and the
Coordinadora Campesina, which reachedsiighyear in 203, has worked as a unifying axis
for regional social organizations. In the periodic meetings of the Coordinadora Campesina,
different alternative initiatives for environmental and territorial planning are proposed by
local subsidiary campesino organizatiorSome of these organizations, including AGUA
Campesina in Upper Venecia, have moved toward promoting campesan/eezonesqonas
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de Reserva Campes#Z#&C)as the primary strategy to do environmental and territorial
planning in the region according to campesino traditional practices and knowfédge.

In Upper Venecia, the intersecting processes of delimitation of the paramo and post
conflict implementation led to the creation of a campesino organization that would group all
the JACs of the ten hamlets that resulted from the dismantlingasfienda Hungridr his new
organization was an informal committee with the primary goal of promoting the creation of a
Campesino Reserve Zone (ZRC) in Upper Venecia. Later, this committee was formalized as a
campesino association and registered with the nakssociatio of Campesino Management,

Union and Action of Upper Venee®GUA Campesiffa Aguameans water in Spanish, and

this is not just a happy coincidence. The name that campesinos(as) of Upper Venecia gave to
the association illustrates the intention they had to insert their ZRC project in a certain way
within the conflict around conservatian the Sumapaz region, which revolves around water
producing ecosystems such as paramos and Andes forests and around claims of campesino
communities not being excluded from them.

The progressive recovery of the forest

We have reached a point in the story about seei@blogical transformations in Upper
Venecia where it is necessary to introduce data from methodological techniques other than
the semistructured interviews, focus groups, and literature review that haverbthe basis
for the information presented so far. | refer to a participative historic resources diagram (from
now on, participative diagram and abasicmultitemporal landcover analysis, whighrovides
broader information about the process of ecologichinge.

At the beginning of this chapter, | mentioned that one purpose of delving into the story
of socialecological transformations in Upper Venecia is to demonstrate the
interconnectedness of sociatrugglesand ecological change. | said that both actively
participate in processes of transformation, with both campesinos(as) and the forest

%8 n the introductory chapter, | explained how ZRCs are defined by law and summarized how they are nowadays
beingrea A AYAFTASR o6& OFYLISaAy2 Y2@SYSyidad L RNI}I3I Ff2y3a (K
ZRCs are a figure existing in the itemial ordering of Colombia, introduced to the Political Constitution in 1993.

It was created after general campesino strikes at the end of the 1980s that were particularly strong in the
Amazon. Its main objective is to limit land accumulation and tattidecyclic dynamic of land grabbifigrced
displacementexpansion of agrarian frontiers (Salgado, 2012). Inside a ZRC is a minimum and maximum amount
of land a family can possess, which varies in every region depending on the soil characteristicskd hidligge

the expansion of large haciendas on campesino territories, to avoid the fragmentation of farms into
unproductive smallholdings, and to stop the expansion of the agricultural frontier over protected areas.
However, within the dynamics of ciwvilar and counterinsurgency, ZRCs were stigmatized as FARC enclaves and
were barely supported by the Colombian state for around two decades (Salgado, 2012). Although the ZRCs are a
very agrariarinspired figure that in the law is almost exclusively diredtetimit excessive accumulation of land

in certain areas, nowadays, within the paginflict dynamics and the reinforcement of environmental
surveillance and protected areas that lead to renewed processes of green militarization and land grabbing or
accumuation in different parts of the country, campesino organizations are promoting some ZRC initiatives in
northwestern Amazonia and Sumapaz as the main strategy for inclusive environmental governance. The figure
has been reappropriated by campesino organt&zans and provided with a much more symbolic significance that
claims the importance of campesino identity and cultural ties to their territories, in which intimate knowledge
and customary environmental regulations are vindicated to strengthen their righttay in their lands and
maintain their livelihoods.

39 Original name in Spanish: Asociacién de Gestion, Unidad y A&Gam Campesina.
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contributing to contest and resist dominant notions of conservation in the paramo and the
Andes forests by configuring specific intimate knowledge that serves as the foundation for the
political struggles thatire nowadays crystallized in the ZRC initiative. Through the story of
Hacienda Hungriand its transformation into a campesino territory, | have touched upon
some examples that show the intertwining of ecological change, campsumggles and the
configuring of intimate knowledge amidst broader dynics of domination and resistance

that have taken the recent shape of a conservatietated conflict. Some of thesexamples

were how the changing streams of water that formed in rainy seasons pushed campesinos(as)
to learn to read signs in the forest to be able to explore them without getting lost and to find
clean water or specific tree specigsNJ 1 KS Y2YSy i Ay 6KAOK (GKS ¥F21)
houses, and crops aftefhe Violenceleading women to learn about new aromatic and
medicinal plants that they did not know before.

The intimate knowledge that results from this interaction was especially evident in the
earlier ethnographic description of the contemporary constructioalfpbesand the multiple
uses of different tree species. However, although it is clear all of this has happened within a
process of struggles for land and a transformation in the social structure and the landscapes
of the place, it is not yet clear how these s@cologicaimbricationsplay an active political
role in this story. In order to start nming towards showing this, | will introduce more detailed
elements about the longerm ecological change into the story, mainly based on the
information gathered through the participative diagram and the laader analysis. This will
show in more detail bw longterm ecological change has been perceived by the protagonists
of this story and the way it looks under a rather ecological approiactine disciplinary sense
of the word After this, it will be possible to move on to the final ethnographic seciidhis
chapter, where | will show how the intimate knowledge resulting from the sedalogical
entanglement plays a decisive role in the local level of the current conflicts surrounding the
conservation of the paramo, the Andes forests, and the waterrces.

Both mentioned technigques show that, despite a significant increase in population
during the late 1990s and 2000s, the forested areas in Upper Venecia did not decrease. In
contrast, the participative historic resources diagram showed that -tomg inhabitants
started to notice a progressive return of some animals they had not seen in a very long time.
Additionally, some people observed that the canopy of some forested areas started to get
thicker and darker with time. On its side, the laoover analysish®ws that the agrarian
frontier in Upper Venecia has remained stable, with almost no expansion over forested areas
for at least the past four decades

The historic resources diagram is a participatory qualitative technique conceived to
gather information about perceived transformations in the availability and quality of natural
resources (Geilfus, 2002). In Upper Venecia, a workshop was organized éonegnplthis
technique and explore perceived transformations in various categories collectively selected
by the participants-water, air, trees/wood, birds, mammals, land/soihitially with a
pedagogical purpose within a local initiative to construct ailee conservation agreements
-I will expand on this initiative in Part.2Approximately twenty people of different ages and
from different hamlets of Upper Venecia participated in the workshop to elaborate the
diagram using a board, colored markers, dace stickers. Collective discussions decided on
the color and face for each decade and dimension. As suggested by the participants, the
LISNOSLIiAz2zya F2NJ 0KS LISNA2R W. STF2NB (GUKS wmMdrtna
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with older people who could not attend the workshop and by consulting the information on
previous interviews | conducted with them.

Historic resources diagram — Upper Venecia
Before | 1970s | 1980s | 1990s | 2000s | 2010-
1970s present
e 0 0600
T8 0|00
wat | © 100 | ©OQ]| O
Birds ® ® @ @ @ @
Mammals ® ® © @ @ @
Land- soil @ @ @ @ @ @
Quantity/Availability: @ More than enough ©En0u h @ Mot enough

Quality/diversity: Excellent  Good Regular Bad

Figure 1. Historic resources diagram of Upper Venecia

The diagram shows the perceived recovery in tree and animal species'
guantity/availability and quality/diversity during the last five decades. As agreed upon by the
workshop participants, the diagram results can be explained by the stabilization of the
canpesino agricultural economy after the land -destribution process and by the
strengthening of local community organizations such as the JACs that came with the
consolidation of the agricultural economy over the declining timber milling activities. Im othe
words, the diagram results must be read in light of the story of sewdalogical
transformations in Upper Venecia. During the workshop, participants agreed that what they
considered to be an improvement in the forest, such as an increase in the defisstganopy,
the increase of fine wood quality and availability, and the return of certain species of mammals
and birds, is mainly due to the consolidation of community organization, the strength of the
JACs and the possibility to earn a living fromhoca®ps such as blackberridalo, and tree
tomato. One of them said while standing up and pointing to a visible mountain from the school
where we were doing the workshop:

WKS F2NBald GKFd &2dz 4SS GKSNBZItlaoksnew a vy 2
guite homogenous, with trees of the same height everywhere, and a very dark green color. But
before, you could see light green patches scattered all around, with uncovered low vegetation
and very short trees growing again. And that happensiamy places. It would be nice to have
LIAOQGdzNE&a 2F K2¢g SOSNEGKAY3I t221SR 0STF2NBo {2
have done with alotofeffort YR ¢S Yy SSR (2 1((8eBna) worisinap, 2023 F2 NJ

On the other hand, the multitemporal larcbver analysis shows that cultivated or
forest-cleared lands have not encroached upon the forest over the past four decades. The
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maps were elaborated based on Landsat 4, 7, 8, and 9, on a Scale of 1*6%060sears to
elaborate the maps were selected according to the periods of significant changes in the story
of Upper Venecia and the availability of good satellite images. The decision to elaborate these
maps came from a request of the campesino orgarmoratof Upper Venecia, AGUA
Campesina, as they were interested in having their own -lameer maps to inform their
meetings with environmental authorities.
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