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OVERVIEW

1. The prohibition of fishing expeditions in tax matters

2. Collection of big data by tax authorities

3. Compatibility?

4. Research objective
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THE PROHIBITION OF FISHING EXPEDITIONS IN 
TAX MATTERS (1)
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Tax 

relevance

Make it plausible

that the requested

information exists

Make it plausible that the

person(s) concerned have 

requested information
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Second problem: worldwide recognition, but no explicit legal ground.

THE PROHIBITION OF FISHING EXPEDITIONS IN 
TAX MATTERS (1)
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COLLECTION OF BIG DATA BY TAX AUTHORITIES
(2)



COMPATIBILITY? (3)
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CHALLENGE: legitimate big data collection for tax purposes 

induced from the prohibition of fishing expeditions



RESEARCH OBJECTIVE (4)
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Main focus

= to explore the legitimacy and limits of big data audits 
for tax purposes, induced from the principle of the

prohibition of fishing expeditions in tax matters

RQ1

• Identifying the
various meanings of 
the prohibition of 
fishing expeditions in 
tax matters

RQ2

• Identifying the
(implicit) legal
ground that
underpins the
prohibition of fishing
expeditions in tax
matters

RQ3

• Assessing the
legitimacy and
limits of big data 
audits in tax matters



FEEDBACK IS GOLD 
AND YOURS IS 
APPRECIATED!
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