
Resisting the inequality tide: in search for the 
nature and roots of Belgium’s remarkable 
resilience, and the lessons this may hold. 

Workshop 30 januari 2025 

Universiteit Antwerpen, R gebouw, Rodestraat 14, 2000 Antwerpen, S.R-A001 

9.45am Welkom en Koffie 

10am WELKOM EN INTRODUCTIE TOT BOEK   

Ive Marx & Bruno Blondé (UAntwerpen) 

10.25am PITCH – HISTORISCHE KADERING  
The Low Countries’ Paradox, an historical frame of interpretation   
Wouter Ryckbosch (VUB)   
 

10.35am DEEL 2: HEDENDAAGS DEEL   
Income and wealth equality in Belgium and its drivers  
Ella-Marie Asal, Koen Decancq, Sarah Kuypers & Gerlinde Verbist 
(UAntwerpen)  
 

11.15am The Dark Side. On poverty, social exclusion and Matthew effects  
Bea Cantillon (UAntwerpen), Gabriele Mariani (UAntwerpen), Wim Van 
Lancker (KULeuven)  
 

11.55am  The nature and impact of social corporatism in Belgium   
Wouter Zwyzen (ETUI) 
 

12.35pm Lunch in Agora 
 

1.30pm DEEL 3: HISTORISCH DEEL  
Social inequality and the little divergence in the Middle Ages  
Sam Geens (UAntwerpen)  
 

2.10pm Economic inequality in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries  
Nicolas Brenninkmeijer & Daan Van den Bussche (UAntwerpen)  
 

2.50pm Koffie  

 

3.05pm 

 
Consumption Inequality, 15th-20th centuries  
Ilja Van Damme and Bruno Blondé (UAntwerpen) 

 

3.45pm 

 
Perceptions of social (in)equality before the Welfare State (1830-1914)  
Marnix Beyen (Uantwerpen) 

4.30pm Afsluiting – Ive Marx & Bruno Blondé 


